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Qatari minister offers to 
resign over budget cuts 

DOHA (R) — Qatar’s minister of mun : r!r> . 1 .-<■ 
-and agriculture has offered to resign o\ JT«u “ 
ministry’s budget, a newspaper reported on w *? 
.day. have asked His Highness 
. me of my duties because I cannot fulfil mj ? eve 

in view of the budgetary cuts for various nr ! f^° nS 
- my ministry.” the daily AJ Watan quoted ** Sr a? 
r Said Al-Khiyareen as saying. Officials from ill * ir 1 
of Emir Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 IT^^i 
■■ to comment on the report. 1 d “ned 
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Meguid hospitalised after heart attack 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League chief Esniat Abdel 
Meguid is in a Brussels hospital after suffering a heart 
attack, a senior league official said here Wednesday. 
"His health is improving and he is expected to return 
home to Cairo next Wednesday" said the official, who 
asked not to be named. Abdel Meguid, 75, was hospi- 
talised Sunday after arriving in Brussels for a meeting 
with the Arab-Belcian Chamber of Commerce and 
talks with other officials, he said. 
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Albright hoping Middle East accord 
can be sealed at Washington summit 

‘Netanyahu, Arafat make significant progress towards W. Bank accord’ 
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EREZ CHECKPOINT (AP) 
— U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
Wednesday that Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders had made 
“significant progress” 
toward a West Bank accord 
and hope to conclude it at a 
Washington summit next 
week. 

“Basically, we have a lot to 
do," Albright said in occu- 
pied Jerusalem, as she pre- 
pared to fly to Brussels, Bel- 
gium, and then to London to 
grapple with the unrest in the 
Serbian province of Kosovo. 

The summit opens Oct. IS 
and could last more than one 
day. 

“I am very realistic about 
their having to make the hard 
decisions.” Albright said of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
P alestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, who will be negotiat- 
ing with the direct participa- 
tion of President Bill Clinton 
at an undisclosed site in die 
Washington area. 

“Their body language has 
been fairly positive,” she 
said. ‘‘But you can’t get 
away from the fact they do 
have to make the hard choic- 
es." - 

There were both symbolic 
and solid signs of progress 
after nearly two years of 
deadlock. 

Arafat invited Netanyahu 
to a lamb and fish lunch he 
hosted for Albright at a 
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the three-way talks. 
Netanyahu smolred a cigar 
after the meal and later told 
Israelis the food Arafat 
saved was kosher. 

A senior U.S. official said, 
meanwhile, that the two 
sides agreed on the establish- 
ment of an industrial zone in 
Gaza in December and the 
formation of an and-incite- 


meni committee that would 
include educators and jour- 
nalists. The aim is to deter 
provocative statements on 
both sides. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition ol anonymity, said 
CIA Director George Tenei 
met Tuesday with Israeli and 
Palestinian security officials. 
No details were provided, 
but the CIA for years has 
been assisting in the coordi- 
nation of information ahout 
terrorism. 

At a news conference, 
Albright said: “We are in a 
far better position to finalise 
all the issues” needed to con- 
clude an agreement on the 
West Bank. 

“The president is going to 
be very much involved in a 
lot of the detailed work," 
Albright said. “He has a very 
special and uncanny ability' 
to work with people who 
have difficult problems like 
these. He puts himself in 
their shoes." 

“I can say we climbed the 
foothills. We still have a very 
large mountain to scale in 
Washington,” Netanyahu 
told reporters after returning 
to Jerusalem. If the Washing- 
ton summit is successftil, he 
said, he won’t rule out begin- 
ning negotiations with Arafat 
at the summit on an overall 
settlement. 

This would mean dealing 
with even more difficult 
issues than an Israeli pull- 
back on the West Bank. The 
Palestinians are insisting on 
a state and placing its capital 
in Jerusalem. 

“Are the Palestinians ready 
to fulfil their commitments, 
to revoke the PLO Charter, 
to fight terror, to fulfil com- 
pletely their pan of the 
agreement under the princi- 
ple of reciprocity?’’ 
Netanyahu asked. ‘Tf the 



U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright shares a toast with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat as Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu smiles at a working 
luncheon on Wednesday in Beit Hanoun in the Gaza Strip. The meeting, which yield- 
ed agreement on the holding of a new Mideast peace summit in Washington starting 
Oct. 15, marked the first tune an Israeli prime minister had entered a zone controlled 
by Arafat's Palestinian National Authority (AFP photo) 


answer is yes. there will be 
an agreement. Period." 

Said Arafat, “Until now ; 
the Israeli side did not give 
any sign of approval for the 
American initiative, but in 
spite of that we are continu- 
ing our negotiations today." 

Ln an exchange with 
reporters Wednesday in the 
Oval Office, Clinton said he 
was eager for the talks to 
stan. 

“It may take more than a 
day, yes," he said. “I asked 
them to black out a couple of 
days to come back because 1 
think it’s very important that 
wc try to gel over these last 
humps and get into the last 


stage of negotiations." 

"I’m prepared to invest as 
much time as it takes," he 
said, adding that he would 
stay closely involved. “1 will 
be involved constantly 
throughout the process, yes." 
he said. 

“I’m encouraged by the 
attitude and the sense of 
openness I felt from Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat the last time they 
were here," Clinlon said. 
“And if they can come back 
here with that spirit, we’re 
close enough now that we 
can get this done. And I just 
hope and pray that that will 
happen when they come 


back." 

Albright praised the coop- 
eration of Netanyahu and 
Arafat 

‘This new spirit was very 
helpful and I hope very 
much that it will be carried 
on to Washington,” she said. 
“1 am very realistic that there 
are still hard decisions to be 
made." 

Albright noted this was the 
first time that Netanyahu had 
ventured into Palestinian- 
held territory. "These two 
leaders here are putting their 
shoulders to the wheel," she 
said. 
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Questions 
raised on 
French 
tests on 
Iraq arms 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
dispute has emerged among 
arms experts about whether a 
Bench laboratory found traces 
of the deadly nerve gas VX or 
a related substance on Iraqi 
warheads the United Nations 
wanted tested 

An American army laborato- 
ry at Aberdeen, Maryland in 
June discovered VX on war- 
head fragments, but Swiss labs 
found none, thereby bolstering 
Baghdad's contentions that die 
U.S. results woe faked to pro- 
long searches for Baghdad's 
banned weapons. France was 
also sent swabs from the frag- 
ments. Its laboratory has told 
the United Nations that four or 
five samples remained but that 
analyses so far were negative. 

The New York Tunes report- 
ed on Wednesday that the 
French laboratory appeared to 
have found traces of chemicals 
linked to VX but delayed 
releasing the final results while 
Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Tbreq Aziz was lobbying 
Security Council members this 
week to lift stringent economic 
saiKtions. But French diplo- 
mats denied this, saying that 
the 5ml results would be con* 
asteot with its eariier analyses 
that found no traces of danger- 
chemicals. 


Iraq: No agreement on ending 
standoff over arms inspections 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Iraq and the United 
Nations failed to reach an 
agreement on resuming spot 
searches of suspected 
weapons sites after 10 days 
of discussions, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz told reporters 
after his fourth and final 
meeting with Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan that he 
would take the U.N. propos- 
als back to Baghdad for con- 
sultations and would report 
back to the U.N. chief. 

“We are going to weigh the 
situation in its entirety in 


Baghdad,” Aziz said, adding 
[hat he needed clarifications 
on certain elements of the 
proposal. He planned to 
leave New York later 
Wednesday. 

But neither side announced 
any breakthrough in the 
impasse that has prevented 
arms experts from looking 
for Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction for over two 
months. 

A statement issued by 
Annan’s office said simply 
that “both sides agreed that 
the process of dialogue 
would continue.” 

The talks were intended 10 


persuade Iraq to reverse its 
decision Aug. 5 to stop coop- 
erating with inspectors in 
return for a review conduct- 
ed by the Security Council of 
its efforts to disarm itself. 

The review could force the 
15-member council to 
acknowledge Baghdad’s 
progress over seven years of 
intrusive inspections while 
building support for an eas- 
ing of sanctions that have 
crippled Iraq’s economy. 

U.N. weapons experts 
must certify that Iraq has 
destroyed i ts biological, 
chemical and nuclear 
weapons — and the long- 


range missiles used to deliv- 
er them — before the council 
will lift sanctions imposed 
after Baghdad invaded 
Kuwait in 1 990, touching off 
the Gulf war. 

Iraq announced Aug. 5 it 
was ending cooperation with 
inspectors because the chief 
weapons inspector, Richard 
Butler, refused to certify that 
Iraq had destroyed its banned 
weapons. 

Over four meetings during 
ihe Iraqi's visit, Annan 
briefed Aziz on his ideas of 
how the so-called "compre- 
hensive review" might be 
carried out. 


Turkish parliamentarians 
issue ultimatum to Syria 

Egypt: Efforts to defuse 
tension just beginning 


ANKARA (APt — The 
Turkish parliament Wednes- 
day issued an ultimatum to 
Syria, demanding Damascus 
eject Turkish Kurdish rebels 
from its territory or "face the 
consequences." 

“Our wish is that the Syrian 
administration understands 
the seriousness of the situa- 
tion, takes necessary mea- 
sures and ends the presence 
of tenor hideouts. If this is 
not done, it will unavoidably 
have to face the conse- 
quences,” the 550-member 
parliament said in an 
announcement signed by all 
its nine parties. 

Although it did not say 
what the consequences would 
be, the announcement raised 
the stakes in Turkey's face-off 
with Syria. 

Eariier Prime Minister 
Mesut YLLmaz accused Dam- 
ascus of waging an indirect 
war against Turkey by sup- 
porting the rebels and told 
parliament the "time has 
come to end the dark games 
of Syria." 

Syria denies sheltering 
rebels, and Turkey's harsh 
rhetoric has triggered fears of 
a regional conflict 
“We are not trying to spark 
a war" Yiimaz told Parlia- 
ment. 

“But w r e (the government) 
are determined if necessary to 
ask the parliament's consent 
for possible use of force.” 
Turkey has the second 
largest army in NATO after 
the United States. One of the 
most modem and best- 
equipped in the alliance, the 
battle-hardened 750,000- 
strong active duty force is 
double the size of Syria’s. 

Yiimaz said the cabinet 
decided eariier in the day to 
lake all necessary dissuasive 
measures against Syria if it 
maintains its support to Kur- 
dish rebels, fighting autono- 
my within Turkey. 

"Through its support to the 
terrorists, Syria is waging an 
indirect war against Turkey," 
he sard. 

Yilmaz’s address to parlia- 
ment came a day after Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak 
held talks with Turkish Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel in 
Ankara to seek a peaceful 
solution. 

"Mubarak has inspired us 
to give a last chance to diplo- 
macy,” Yiimaz said. "The 
steps which Syria will be tak- 
ing cany great importance in 
ending the tension." 

Yiimaz said Ankara was 
demanding the extradition of 
(he rebel leader Abdullah 
OcaJan to Turkey and an end 
to Syria's financial and logis- 
tics support. 

Turkey also contends the 
rebels run training camps in 
the Syrian controlled-Bekaa 
Valley of Lebanon. Mubarak, 
who was given a dossier con- 
taining documents allegedly 
verifying Syria’s backing for 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s mediation efforts to resolve the cri- 
sis between Turkey and Syria via diplomatic means are just 
beginning and much work remains to be done. Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa said Wednesday. 

’The well-intentioned efforts of President (Hosni) Mubarak 
to defuse the crisis are only beginning. There is still a lot to 
do," Musa told a press conference here, adding that he was 
keeping in telephone contact with both Syrian and Turkish 
foreign ministers. 

He insisted the standoff “can be managed through dialogue 
and diplomacy even though the situation is complicated." 

“We are trying to avoid exacerbating tension between the 
two nations and we will take into consideration the complaints 
of die two parties," he said. 

Musa also stressed the “importance of taking steps to instil 
trust between the two nations in order to bring about a dia- 
logue between them." 

Mubarak has been shuttling between Damascus and Ankara 
in an effort to prevent a war of words between the neighbours 
from escalating even further. 

Musa said Mubarak's efforts at shuttle diplomacy “are sup- 
ported by Arab nations. Mubarak speaks for all Arab coun- 
tries. 

“There is Arab consensus on two points. First, the problems 
that exist between Turkey and Syria do not require military 
action but rather immediate dialogue. Secondly, any mili tary 
action would have serious repercussions throughout tie 
region," be said. 


Iraq parliament condemns 
‘threats against Syria’ 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The Iraqi parliament condemned 
Wednesday what it called Tbrkish threats against Syria and 
urged Arabs to rally to Syria’s support, the official Iraqi News 
Agency reported. 

‘Turkish threats against Syria are part of the policy of power 
and disregard for the principles of international law pursued 
by the Turkish government toward Arab countries," INA 
quoted a source at the Iraqi parliament as saying. 

“Any harm that would be done to any Arab country is tar- 
geted against the Arab Nation and the Turkish people at the 
same time, as well as against good neighbourly ties and joint 
interests between Turkey and the Arab Nation." INA said. 
The report was monitored by the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. 

Baghdad on Sunday called on Turkey to withdraw the 
10,000 troops it sent into northern Iraq to battle Kurdish 
rebels. 

Tbrkish Kurdish rebels fighting for autonomy in south east- 
ern Turkey cany out cross-border raids from camps in Iraq, 
Iran and Syria. 

Northern Iraq is controlled by Iraqi Kurds who oppose the 
Baghdad regime. 


the rebels, flew directly to 
Damascus from Ankara on 
Tuesday and met with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad for a 
second time in a week. 

The United States and Rus- 
sia, along with most countries 
of the Middle East, have 
urged the two countries to 
reach a peaceful settlement. 

Yiimaz did not rule out 
direct talks with Damascus 
but said “even if there will be 
a diplomatic dialogue it must 
be limited to (discussing! the 
rebel activities alone.” 

Turkey and Syria are also at 
loggerheads over an ambi- 
tious Ttilkish irrigation pro- 
ject in southeastern Turkey, 
which Damascus fears would 
reduce the water flow of 


Euphrates River crossing into 
Syria, and on the Turkish bor- 
der province of Hatay which 
Ankara accuses Syria of hav- 
ing designs on. 

Syria is also uneasy about 
the growing ties between 
Israel and Turkey. 

Defence Minister Is met 
SezgLn said Wednesday that a 
war with Syria would last 
only one day. Daily 
Yeniyuzyil said Turkey 
would stage pinpoint air raids 
on rebel camps if Syria does 
not change its attitude. 

The Anatolia news agency 
reported Wednesday that 
some tanks and armai per- 
sonnel carriers were trans- 
ferred to the province of San- 
liurfa bordering Syria. 


Property of Jordanians in Israel — a lingering issue 


By Alia A. Toukan 

AMMAN — Four years after the 
signing of Jordan's peace treaty 
with Israel, Jordanians still find it 
nearly impossible to reclaim any 
property they left behind in Pales- 
tine after fleeing the 1948 Arab- 
Jsraeli war. 

Some Jordanians, many of 
whom are of Palestinian origin 
and still possess land deeds and 
keys to their homes, had hoped 
that the 1994 peace treaty would 
guarantee the annulment of 
Israel's 1950 absentee property 
law, which placed their land and 
houses under Israeli jurisdiction. 

But Israel's amendment of the 
law when it ratified the peace 
treaty in its Knesset in 1995, said 
that Jordanians can only claim 
property in Israel as of November 


1994. 

Although individual Jordanians 
can now go through Israeli courts 
to have their property claims 
addressed, this remains a “mis- 
sion impossible” os Israel has 
made it clear that it does not want 
to deal with this issue until final 
status negotiations, and specifi- 
cally those over refugees begin. 

Jordan’s ambassador to Tel 
Aviv. Omar Rifai, announced last 
month he is lobbying to garner a 
majority in the Israeli Knesset to 
change" the law. However, offi- 
cials and observers remain scepti- 
cal lhai any morion will ever see 
the light of day. 

But the recent move has led 
some to question why the Jewish 
state has not amended important 
legislation deemed to be ’discrim- 
inatory’ against Jordanian citizens 


even after it signed a peace treaty 
with the Kingdom. 

Israel's 1950 absenree property 
law states that land and homes left 
behind by Arabs as of 29 Novem- 
ber 1947 are deemed "enemy" 
property, which were then 'legal- 
ly" confiscated by the concerned 
Israeli authorities. 

Upon confiscation, the property 
fell under the ownership of the 
Israeli state, and were later sold or 
rented at the discretion of the 
authorities. 

“The absentee property act is a 
prime example of discriminatory’ 
legislation in Israel," a former 
senior official told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

Four clauses in the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty relate to the 
issue of the absentee property leg- 
islation: 


— Article Il.i.b.: “As soon as 
possible, and not later than three 
months from the exchange of the 
instruments of ratification of this 
treaty; to repeal all adverse or dis- 
criminatory references and 
expressions of hostility in their 
respective legislation." 

— - Article ll.l.d.: "To ensure 
mutual enjoyment by each other’s 
citizens of the process of law 
within their respective legal sys- 
tems and before their courts." 

— Article 24; “The parties 
agree to establish a commission 
for the mutual settlement of all 
financial claims." 

— Article 26: ' ‘Within three 
months of the- exchange of the 
instruments of ratification of this 
treaty the parties undertake to 
enact any legislation necessary in 
order to implement the treaty and 


to terminate any international 
commitments and to repeal any 
legislation that is inconsistent 
with the treaty. 

Jordan is using these four claus- 
es to argue its case. 

Officials told the Jordan Tunes 
thar when the Kingdom signed 
the peace deal, it changed five 
articles in three months in its own 
legislation deemed to be discrim- 
inatory against Israel, in accor- 
dance with the requirements of 
the treaty. 

Israel ratified its trealy in the 
Knesset, but simultaneously 
included the following articles in 
the ratifi cation as amendments to 
the absentee law: 

— Article 6 a: "In spite of the 
law of absentee property of 1950, 
and as of 10,1 1.1994, no property 
can be considered absentee 


because its owner was a Jordan- 
ian national or present in Jordan 
after that date only” 

— Article 6.h.: “The procedures 
outlined in (a) does not change 
the status of property considered 
as absentee property by virtue of 
the law of 1950, prior to the date 
specified in paragraph (a) 
(10.1 1.1994)." 

“What this basically means is 
the amendment is not retro-active, 
and the absentee law has not been 
annulled," said an official in the 
present government. 

What's more, said a legal 
expert, the law of 1950, and the 
amendment, are “discriminatory” 
and run in contradiction to inter- 
national law. 


(Contmaed on page 2) 
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Shin Bet denies it had advance 


warning of Rabin assassination 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli secret service denied 
aDegarions Wednesday thai an 
informer had given it advance 
warning of the plans of a Jew- 
ish extremist who killed Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
1995. 

Hezi Kalo. an official of the 
Shin Bet domestic security 
agency, said the informer, 
Avishai Raviv. was unaware of 
the plot to assassinate Rabin 
even though he was close to 
the murderer, Yigal Amir. 

■‘Our former agent, Avishai 
Raviv, was not let in on the 
secret assassination plans of 
Yigal Amir" Kalo said on 
Israel Radio. 

Kalo said he was responsible 
for handling Raviv, a far-right 
activist drafted by Shin Bet to 
inform on his radical col- 
leagues. 


Amir shot and killed Rabin 
in November 1995 after an 
outdoor peace rally in Tel Aviv 
and is now serving a life prison 
sentence. 

Amir sad he killed Rabin to 
halt the government’s policy of 
granting autonomy to Pales- 
tinians on territory' in the West 
Bank which many Jews con- 
sider the biblical lands of 
Israel. 

Since Rabin's assassination 
many questions have been 
raised about Ravi v's role in 


inciting anti-govemment vio- 
lence prior to the murder even 
while he worked for the Shin 
Bet 

Last week a government 
deputy minister, Michael 
Eitan,* revived debate on the 
issue by demanding a formal 
probe into Raviv s actions and 
the possibility that he had pro- 


vided his Shin Bet handlers 
with advance warning of 
Amir’s plans to kill Rabin. 

Speaking out for the first 
time in public. Kalo categori- 
cally denied the allegation and 
defended Shin Bet’s relations 
with Raviv, who acted as an 
informer for eight years. 

“He provided us hundreds of 
times with precious informa- 
tion about extremist circles 
which allowed us to prevent 
attacks on Palestinians, Mus- 
lim holy sites and leftist politi- 
cal personalities.'' be said 

“We couldn’t do without 
Raviv’s services,” he said 

Asked during the interview 
about Ravi v’s role in agonis- 
ing virulent anti-Arab demon- 
strations even when he worked 
for the Shin Bet, Kano 
acknowledged that “this agent 
causes us some problems.” 


“But to be effective, an agent 
cannot be passive, he has to be 
involved in the activities of 
extremists and criminal 
groups,” he said 
He added however that the 
Shin Bet “was not aware of all 
Raviv ’s activities, and if we 
had been, we would have 
intervened to calm him down.” 
The political right has seized 
chi Raviv's activities to counter 
charges by the Labour Party 
that mainstream conservative 
politicians contributed to the 
virulent arm -government 

atmosphere which led to 
Rabin’s murder. 

Labour leaders have notably 
accused Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
was then head of the opposi- 
tion, of inciting to violence 
during protests against Rabin's 
peace policies. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Sumaya attends tourism festival 


JERASH (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sumaya on 
Wednesday participated in the Jerash Tourism Festival which was 
held on the occasion of Wodd Tourism Day. Princess Sumaya 
toured archaeological sites and participated in a clean-up cam- 
paign in the Greco-Roman city organised by the govemoraie in 
cooperation with the Jerash education department and Jerash Uni- 
versity. Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Ate I Biltaji briefed 
Princess Sumaya on the progress of work on the addition to the 
visitors' centre, in addition to current excavations and restoration 
work in the city. Biltaji stressed the need to link the Greco-Roman 
city with Jerash town to develop and promote tourism. 


Court rejects dv 3 servants’ case 


AMMAN (J.T.i — The Higher Court of Justice on Wednesday 
rejected a case filed by 82 civil servants contesting the legality of 
the new Civil Service Commission Law. which they claimed was 
undermining their rights and contravening the Constitution. 
Employees from the Greater Amman Municipality and other 
departments around the country fried the case on June 17, 1998, 
asking that the implementation of the law be prevented as "uncon- 
stitutional.” The court was chaired by Suleiman Awajan and 
included Farah Rnbadi. Mohammad Alawnefa. Misbah Thiyab 
and Mahmoud Odeh. 


Iranian reformists rejected 


TEHRAN ( AP) — Most refomrists who applied to run for elec- 
tions to an important caucus have been rejected by a hard-line 
council that vets candidates, according to their final list Of the 396 
people who had applied, 167 were approved to ran for the Oct 23 
elections to the Assembly of Experts. Their names were published 
in Iranian newspapers Wednesday. The final list is evidence of the 
overriding clout of the bard-liners in Iran's clerical government 
where moderate President Mohammad Khatami and his small 
band of moderates are struggling to ease social and political 
restrictions. Among those eliminated by the hard-line guardian 
council were a number of advisers close to Khatami 


Study on Aqaba free zone completed 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — A group of 40 Jordanian economists Wednesday 
examined a feasibility study prepared by a consortium of internation- 
al firms on transforming Aqaba into a Free Pat and Special Econom- 
ic Zone. The government last June signed an agreement with a con- 
sortium of American, Irish and Malaysian foreign consulting films to 
prepare the SI 2 million study, which was financed by the World 
Bank. Aqaba Region Authority Resident Mohammad Sraadi. yester- 
day said Jordanian economists will study the feasibility study in three 
stages ending in December: 


Medical officials say acupuncture ‘specialists’ violating law 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 


AMMAN — Private sector 
doctors who are practising 
acupuncture are violating the 
Jordan Medical Board law, 
which does not acknowledge 
acupuncture as a speciality, 
officials said Wednesday. 

Jordan Medical Board Sec- 
retary General Tawfiq 
Loubani said physicians 
practising acupuncture are 
violating the board's law and 


should be banned from prac- 
tising this technique. 

“Acupuncture is not con- 
sidered a speciality because 
it is not based on scientific 
grounds,” Loubani told foe 
Jordan Tunes in an interview. 

Jordan Medical Associa- 
tion President Bassem 
Dajani. who echoed similar 
views, said acupuncture can 
be employed by anaesthetists 
but is not a speciality. 

“An anaesthetist while spe- 


cialising might have some 
courses in acupuncture, but it 
is not a speciality in itself. 
We are not against using 
acupuncture to ease pain, but 
doctors who write “acupunc- 
ture” on billboards are violat- 
ing tire law because it indi- 
cates that they are specialists 
in tbe field,” Dajani said 
Nasser Shoumali, an asso- 
ciation member and bead of 
a JMA committee which 
receives complaints, said that 


while some doctors practice 
acupuncture to ease patients’ 
pains, they can not declare 
themselves specialists in the 
field without having a certi- 
fied university degree. 

“Those who do not have a 
degree and declare them- 
selves specialists in the field 
are violating foe law because 
there is no speciality as 
such,” he said 

“But at foe same time, if a 
doctor has obtained a spe- 


cialist degree in foe field 
from a certified university, 
then foe Jordan Medical 
Board must accredit the cer- 
tificate,” Shoumali added 

He said foe board's deci- 
sion was subjective because 
according to law, there are no 
articles prohibiting accredi- 
tation of certificates for spe- 
cialists who obtained degrees 
from certified universities. 

Abdul Mutaleb Tawil an 
acupuncture practitioner for 


18 years, also said the law 
has been subjectively 
applied adding that other 
practitioners offer spe- 
cialised services, such as 
laser treatment, "but are not 
prevented from calling them- 
selves specialists. 

He suggested that an asso- 
ciation be established for 
practitioners who offer 
acupuncture to avoid violat- 
ing the law. 


Property of Jordanians in Israel — a lingering issue 


(Continued from page 1) 


But most importantly, 
said Marwan Muasher, 
who was Jordan's first 
ambassador to Tel Aviv and 
is now serving as ambas- 
sador in Washington, “the 
Knesset law (on absentee 
property) is in direct con- 
tradiction with the peace 
treaty.” 

Legal experts said foe 
interpretation of foe law in 
foe treaty means that Jorda- 
nians can buy and own 
property in foeJewish state 
as of November 1994. But 
if they intend to reclaim 
their land or homes lost 
prior to that date, they can 
only do so under foe 1950- 
law, which still deems 
Arabs, of whatever nation- 
ality, as “enemies.” 

In August 1995, officials 
said, Jordan filed an offi- 
cial protest with Israel say- 
ing the Knesset law was in 
violation of foe peace 
treat)'. No acknowledge- 
ment was made. 

From August 1996 till 
January 1997 the embassy 
in Tel Aviv continued 
pressing for a response, but 
to no avail Muasher said. 


In early 1997. when 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu held 
talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein in Amman, a 
Jordan! an-lsraeli delega- 
tion discussed a number of 
issues, one of which was 
foe absentee property legis- 
lation. 

When foe Jordanians 
brought up foe issue, 
Muasher said, -the Israeli 
delegates claimed they had 
not heard of the Kingdom's 
letter of protest and “did 
not know anything about 
foe issue.” 

Muasher said throughout 
his tenure as ambassador in 
Tel Aviv he tried to follow- 
up on the issue, but repeat- 
edly hit a stone wall. He 
said he asked to meet with 
the ‘custodian’ of the 
absentee properties, but 
couldn't, and he enquired 
about the funds from the 
sale of Arab property, but 
did not get an answer. 

“Nobody knows who foe 
‘custodian' is, how much 
value foe property is esti- 
mated at, and where foe 
fund is." he said. 

As foe Israeli law cur- 
rently stands. Jordanians 


can only attempt to reclaim 
their property individually 
in Israeli courts invoking 
the 1950 law. The chances 
of regaining their homes 
and land are close to nil, as 
in most cases they have 
been sold. 

Israel has maintained that 
this issue is not a bilateral 
one and must be left for 
final status negotiations 
when the question, of 
refugees is set to be tack- 

W* , 

“The property of Pales- 
tinian refugees is an issue 
that the (Jordanian-tsraeli) 
peace treaty cannot folly 
resolve, as article 8.2 of the 
peace treaty clearly states .” 
said the Israeli embassy 
spokesperson, Ro'ey 
Gilad. 

— Article 8.2 states: 
“Recognising that foe 
above human problem 
caused by foe conflict in 
foe Middle East cannot be 
fully resolved on foe bilat- 
eral level, foe parties will 
seek to resolve them in 
appropriate forums, in 
accordance with interna- 
tional law, including the 
following: 

a. in the case of displaced 


persons, in a quadripartite 
committee together with 
Egypt and the Palestinians; 

b. in foe cases of 
refugees; 

i. in the framework of the 
work of the Multilateral 
Group on Refugees. 

ii. in negotiations, in a 
framework to be agreed, 
bilateral or otherwise, in 
conjunction with and at the 
same time as the perma- 
nent status negotiations 

. pertaining to foe. .territories 
referred to in Article 3 of 
this treaty.” 

“The above mentioned 
article (8.2) is also men- 
tioning the appropriate 
forums where foe issue 
should be addressed,” said 
Gilad. 

But officials in Amman 
said that settling Jordanian 
citizens' financial and 
property claims is not a 
“refugee issue” and should 
not preempt discussion on 
foe foomy problem. They 
said foe rights of Jordanian 
citizens are separate from 
the rights of Palestinian 
refugees. 

In any case, the officials 
said. Israel accepted this 
obligation under the peace 


treaty. 

Israel has also stated on 
numerous occasions that 
foe question of Palestinian 
refugees will only be dealt 
with in tandem with Jewish 
refugees who fled Arab 
countries. 

Officials in Amman con- 
tend that Jordan has noth- 
ing to do with foe Jewish 
refugee issue since there 
were.no Jews in Jordan and 
the peace treaty is a bilater- 
al arrangepjeot ..between 
Israel and foe Kingdom. 

An absentee property 
committee was set up in 
Jordan in early 1997, head- 
ed by former chief of intel- 
ligence and minister of 
interior, Raja'i Dajani, but 
is yet to be licensed. The 
last meeting held was in 
June 1997, said a member, 
adding that foe committee 
did not want its work to 
overlap that of the govern- 
ment 

But observers say Jordan 
has avoided making an 
issue of what many would 
call a clear breach of foe 


peace treaty. 

“It is foe fault of succes- 
sive governments why this 
has not been rectified,” 


said a former official. 

The Kingdom attempted 
to engage in “quiet diplo- 
macy" concerning foe mat- 
ter, according to an official. 
He also said Jordan has had 
other more pressing issues 
with Israel to deal with, 
such as foe water problem. 

As for setting up foe 
claims commission as stip- 
ulated in foe treaty, neither 
side has made any effort to 
implement it: 

• - According' to acbofficial 
foe Jewish state’s reluc- 
tance to deal with • foe 
absentee properly issue is 
“absurd." 

“If Israel isn’t willing to 
change foe. law -after it has 
signed a peace treaty, -'then 
this throws into question its 
intention to .ever change 
foe status. quo,” be said. 

He and. ; others inter- 
viewed sire sure that Israel 
will not annul foe law. ‘1 
am convinced that foe 
Israelis will not do it, it 
would mean they would 
have to give billions in set- 
tlement,” said foe official 
“This will probably only be 
brought up in an eventual 
overall peace settlement” 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


DEPARTURES 


15:10 Cartoon — Superman 

15:30 —Drama — Sliders 

J6.-00 Eke — life on the Digital 
Edge 

17:00 French Programme 

18:15 Sliders — Sparks (Epli 

IWW „.Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — 

L'oeuf De Colomb 

19i30 .News Headlines 

19J5 -Comedy — Family Matters 

20:00 The Great Romances 

20150 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:10 Oprah Winfrey 

22:00 — News in English 

22150 ..-Feature film — “Cadence” 

23:59 Comedy — The Bovs 

00 JO .End of TX 


05:29 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:23 Dhuhr 

14:43 *Asr 

17:17 Maghreb 

18:34 “lsha 


4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church Tel. 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 


Friday Programmes 

15:10 Animated Cartoon 

15:30 Treasure Hunt 

16:00 — Feature film 

18:15 The Simpsons 

19:00 - Le Journal 

19:15 ..French Programme — 
Alio La Terre 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 ...Comedy — The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air 

20SD0 -..Cinema. Cinema 

2(fc30 .... Babylon-5 

21:10 Destination Mare 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO .The X Files 

23:10 - - -..The Halifax 

23:59 .End of TX 


PRAYER TIMES 


(4:12 Fajr 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4616138 

Church of Presentation, Swev- 
fiehTel. 5920146 
The Uniate Caihofic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish IfeL 46I4I90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart - 
merit of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail during the week- 
end with temperatures rising 
slightly. Clouds will appear at 
low altitudes and winds north- 
westerly to northeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman 16/29 

Aqaba 22/34 

Deserts 15/32 

Jordan Valley 21/35 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De Hanna Mansour — 4750197 

Dr. AfifShakri .4898863 

De KhaH Ramadan 5358723 

De NHalAlDahfeh 5827195 

Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy.. ..4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
AJ Satan] pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..4637660 

Najib pharmacy .5347632 

XRBID: 

De Mahmoud AbulHaija 279325 
A1 Quds pharmacy „i— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RatibALallah 994424 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


plaints - 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 4623101 

Abdaii Tel. Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Television .47731 1 1 

Radio JonJan .477411 1 

Water Authority — .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight Information.. 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ,44-53200 


Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986732 
AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBOh 

Princess Basma Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

..(02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 
.{02)247100 


16:30 — London (RJ) 

17:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:10 — — Athens (RJ) 

18:20 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
18:45 Abu Dhabi, A1 ’Ain (RJ) 

22:00 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

22:55 Lamaca (.RJ) 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 33 
Humidity readings: Amman 
39 per cent Aqaba 50 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Following are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in the 
following areas: 


Food Control Centre.....4637 1 1 1 
Gvil Defence Department J661 11 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 


Ajloun 25 

Jerash 32 

UmQays 29 

Madaba 29 

Petra 31 

Dead Seas 36 


Civil Defence Emeigency.....l99 
Rescue Mice 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade ....4617101 

Blood Bank. -.4775121 

Highway Police. .5343402 

Traffic Police 4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

W»&SesvaaggC^q±Hts —4899467 
Amman Municipality Com- 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 592 1199 

The Islamic, AbdK 5666131/7 

Hussein Medico] Centre Td. 
5856856 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

AJdleh Maternity. 4642443/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
M alh as J. Amman. —.4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 5669131 
Univereity Hospital .....5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-AM, Abdaii -5664164/6 

ItaL'an, AJ-Muhajreen -..4777101/3 

Al-Bashir-...- .4775111/26 

Army. Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital .5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is hipplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 

(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights ore 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


Other Flights 

07:55 -Dubai (EK) 

Hk00 Kuwait (KU) 

12:00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:10 .Shariqah I AH) 

14*40 DohaiQR) 

17:40 Beirut (ME) 

18:00 Paris (AF) 

19:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:00 Cairo (MS) 

20:10 London (BA) 

22 :2 0 Istanbul (TK) 

22:35 -...Lamaca (CY) 

23:05 -Moscow (SU) 

00:15 .Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 
03:20 - — — ......—Tunis (TU) 

04-^0 Amalia (TK) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 Beirut (RJ) 

10-35 —AT Ain, Abu Dbabi (RJ) 
11:15 — Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 
11:20 Amstezdam, Chicago (Rl) 

11:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 

12tiJ5 London (RJ) 

1935 — Lamaca (RJ) 

19:45 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

0:15 Cairo (RJ) 

2035 Jeddah (RJ), 

21:00 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

2330 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 .Sanaa (RJ) 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:00 Bombay (RJ) 


09:05 JDhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 


0935 Beirut (RJ) 

09:40 .......Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:00 Colombo (RJ) 

10:15 .Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1435 New Yotk Amsterdam (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
09-JO Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marita Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:00 Aqaha (arriving at Marka 

Airport on Thursday and Friday i 
(RW) 

19£0 Tel Aviv (arriving 

at QAIA on Friday only), 

(RW) 

21:35 TeJ Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA on Thursday only) ( RW) 
22 : 2 5 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


Other Flights 

05:15 Istanbul (TK) 

06:50 F rankf urt (Ui) 

07 JO London (BA) 

0&S5 

08:55 — Damascus, Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 Kuwait (KID 

13-JO Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 ^Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:00 .-Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

15 JO JDoha(QR) 

JihflO __Befai (M0 

20:10 : Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:00 ....... Cairo (MS) 

00i30 Moscow (SU) 

01:15 _ — -Amsterdam (KL) 
04:20 .Beirut, Tunis (TU) 


Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

08i30 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port on Thmsday and Friday) 
(RW) 

19*45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA — 
on Thursday only) (RW) ■ ■ 
20 JO Aqaba (from QAIA) 
(RW) 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 8-9, 1998 


Government 

approves 

partial 

privatisation 

of national 

power 

company 

-■‘AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
'jawnmi has endorsed a com- 
"•podiensive strategy no restruc- 
ture the electricity sector by 
ipovadsizig part of the Nation- 
al Electric Power Company, 
company sources said 
Wednesday. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted the sources as 
saying that the company will 
be split into three separate 
divisions. The first will be in 
charge of power generation 
and will assume ownership of 
aD assets at the existing power 
generation station. 

" Another company will be 
entrusted with distributing 
power in areas currently ser- 
viced by NEPCO. including 
areas in the south, the Jordan 
Valley and the eastern districts 
of the country. 

The third company will take 
charge of transmission, pur- 
chasing and selling electric 
power and will be entrusted 
with linking Jordan's power 
grid with those of neighbour- 
ing Arab countries. 

Jordan is now linking its 
power grid with that of Egypt 
as part of a wider linkage with 
Syria. Iraq and Ttirkey. 

Company sources said they 
expea die three new compa- 
nies to be operational by the 
spring of 1999, at which time 
each will independently be 
mana ging technical, commer- 
cial and financial affairs. 

They added that die restruc- 
turing process aims at organis- 
ing the electricity sector, 
enabling each company to 
improve its efficiency and 
allowing the three companies 
to expand and operate on a 
'■commercial basis to reduce 
die burden on the govern- 
ment Above all, the sources 
said, the restructuring process 
is designed to attract investors 
interested in die electricity 
sector 

NEPCO’s board of directors 
has recently endorsed a num- 
ber of steps, including the 
appointment of executive 
managers for the three compa- 
nies to follow up on die imple- 
mentation of the project, pre- 
pare the necessary study for 
the transitional period before 
the actual division and reas- 
sign company employees to 
new positions, they added. 

The sources noted that 
while the first two companies 
emerging from the split will 
be privatised, the third one 
will remain fully owned and 
operated by die government. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, inspects the results of target-shooting exer- 
cises at the graduation ceremony yesterday (Photo by Boghos) 

Crown Prince attends Armed 
Forces’ graduation ceremony 


AMMAN (J.T. i — His Roval 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
son, the Regent. Wednesday 
conveyed the greetings of His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces, to all Armed 
Forces personnel. 

Addressing graduates from 
the Hamzeh Ben Abdul Mut- 
taleb Brigade of the Royal 
Guard, Prince Hassan said 
King Hussein, who began the 
founh stage of chemotherapy 
this wee£ is enjoying high 
morale. 


Prince Hassan stressed the 
need to continue developing 
the Armed Farces and equip 
them with the latest weapons 
and technology. 

"in implementation of the 
King’s orders, we... are about 
to finalise plans for moderni- 
sation in terms of equipment, 
amis and control systems." he 
said. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
need for complete adherence 
to serious work and the mili- 
tary system 

The Crown Prince watched 


a target-sharing exercise by 
Royal Guard cadets, taekwon- 
do and other military activities. 

At the end of the ceremony. 
Prince Hassan presented 
awards to excelling graduates. 
The ceremony was attended 
by Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Faisal and Prince Tulal, 
the director of the State Secu- 
rity Council, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of StaiT, Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafez Mira'i 
Kaabneh. the Land Forces' 
chief of staff, and senior 
Armed Forces officers. 


Archaeological society to 
launch awareness campaign 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The Friends of 
Archaeology Society on Fri- 
day will launch a seven-day 
campaign to raise public 
awareness, mainly among 
children, on the importance 
of preserving Jordan's antiq- 
uities and heritage. 

Under the title "National 
Cultural Heritage Week," the 
non-profit society will start 
the campaign in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities, the Greater 
Amman Municipality and 
other governmental and non- 
governmental organisations. 

"The campaign aims at ori- 
enting the public on our cul- 
tural aspects and promoting 
public awareness on archae- 
ology, a science that helps us 
understand our heritage,” 
society President Leen 
Fakhouri told the press. “We 
hope that the event will spark 
Jordanians’ interest in 
exploring antiquities and 
l emm ing practical, social and 
religious values that can add 
meaning to their lives." 

The campaign will include 


a series of special messages 
on Jordan Television to high- 
light the dangers facing 
antiquities, their value in rep- 
resenting national identity 
and their benefits to the 
economy, she said. 

“If we want everyone to 
help protect Jordan’s her- 
itage, these messages have to 
be expanded through fami- 
lies and schools," said soci- 
ety Education Committee 
head Kathy Sullivan. 

The committee has pre- 
pared a guidebook in both 
Arabic and English to help 
families and teachers 
enhance children’s under- 
standing of such issues. 

“One of the event’s most 
significant goals is initiating 
children, through their fami- 
lies and schools, into the 
sacred task of preserving the 
country's antiquities and her- 
itage," society director 
Roufan Nahhas told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Participants will gather at 
the Amman Citadel to begin 
a “symbolic walk" through 
the downtown to Amman 
Municipal Hall in Ras Al 


Ain. 

“Walkers, young and old, 
will carry banners and wear 
T-shirts with the week's slo- 
gan: The future of our past is 
in our hands, let us preserve 
our antiquities," said a soci- 
ety statement. 

At city hall, participants 
will open an exhibition that 
will include panels about 
local excavations and con- 
servation works conducted 
by several archaeological 
institutes, demonstrations of 
different archaeological 
techniques, a book exhibit 
and children's artwork under 
a national competition enti- 
tled "Protecting Jordan’s 
Archaeological Sites." Visi- 
tors can also watch demon- 
strations on how the Romans 
and Byzantines made day 
lamps, mosaic and other 
items. 

Established in 1958, the 
non-governmental organisa- 
tion was a founding member 
of the Jordan National Her- 
itage and Environment 
Coalition and a member of 
the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature. 


Government grants illegal 
workers one-month amnesty 


By Ghadeer Taber 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has given the country’s 
illegal foreign workers up to 
one month to rectify their sta- 
tus or face deportation, offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

Hundreds of workers have 
rushed to the country's 17 
labour offices to legalise their 
status alter the government 
initialed a crackdown last 
week on illegal labourers, 
arresting hundreds of work- 
ers, mainly Asians. 

But according to a labour 
official, 64,000 expatriates 
have proper wok permits, up 
from 56,000 — a small drop 
in the sea of nearly one mil- 
lion as recently estimated by 
the government 

The Labour Ministry, trying 
to ease the pressure at its 
busiest branch, Jubal Hussein, 
has implemented a schedule 
and increased the staff to 
speed up the procedure of 
legalising worker status, 
according to Bahjat Quieishat, 


head of the ministry's Labour 
and Employment Depart- 
ment. 

At the Jabal Hussein 
branch, large companies and 
employers seeking 10 work 
permits or more are encour- 
aged to come on Saturdays 
and Sundays, said QuieishaL 
Regional offices, both .Arab 
and foreign, and domestic 
workers should come on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, 
while small companies end 
stores should come on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
he said. 

According to the Labour 
Law, if employers fail to 
legalise their workers' status, 
the employer could be fired 
up to JD100, and the labourer 
will be deported at the 
employer’s expense. 

The drive is the first serious 
test of the government's deter- 
mination ro organise the polit- 
ically sensitive labour market 
and combat corruption and 
rising poverty. 

Interior Minister Navef 


Qadi on Monday said Jordan 
has “frightening numbers" of 
foreign workers, compound- 
ing the country's economic 
difficulties. The minister 
revised the number of illegal 
workers in the country from 
the previous estimate of about 
300,000 to nearly one million. 

While many experts support 
the government’s move to 
legalise the status of foreign 
workers and organise die 
labour market, they have 
warned against moving too 
quickly, fearing the drive 
would' hit hard the agriculture 
and construction sectors — 
the main magnets of exparri- 
aie labour. 

Some economists have cau- 
tioned the government against 
blaming the country’s rising 
unemployment levels on for- 
eign labour and using the 
crackdown as a panacea for 
the rising jobless rare, official- 
ly estimated at 15 per cent and 
independently at 27 per cent. 

Successive governments 
have been reluctant to crack 


down on illegal workers and 
implement the Labour Law, 
which allows foreign labour- 
ers in only four key sectors — 
agriculture. construction, 
domestic and sanitation — for 
fear of offending .Arab coun- 
tries. Strong business lobbies 
which benefit from cheaper 
foreign labour have also pres- 
sured the government to keep 
the door open for expatriates. 

The Labour Law bans for- 
eigners from 14 job areas, 
including working as engi- 
neers, doctors, pharmacists, 
teachers, writers, guards, hair- 
dressers and accountants. 

Qadi on Mondav said 
426,000 Egyptians, 130,000 
Syrians, 110,000 Iraqis, 
Sudanese, 3,689 Lebanese 
and 10341 Palestinians have 
entered Jordan and still live in 
(he country. But he said the 
ministry still does not have 
exact figures on how many 
foreigners live and work in 
the Kingdom and what labour 
categories and nationalities 
thev fall into. 


Court sentences four for 
carrying out extremist acts 


By Raaa Husseini 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court on Wednes- 
day handed down prison 
terms ranging from five to 
10 years against four men 
who have already spent 
Five years in prison after 
their conviction in 1996 of 
carrying out extremist 
attacks. 

Tha’er Yousef, 27, and 
Shadi Jawdat, 21, were 
convicted of possession of 
illegal weapons (automatic 
rifles) and were sentenced 
to 10 years in prison. 

Ibrahim Mohammad 
Abdul Thaher Zein Al 
Abedeine, 29, and Ghas- 
san Fa'eq, 27, were each 
sentenced to three years in 
prison for membership in 
an illegal organisation. 

According to the defen- 
dants’ defence anomey 
Mohammad Salameh 
Dweik, Yousef and Jawdat 
will have to serve only 
five years because "they 
have already served half 
the prison term." 

The other two defen- 
dants will remain in deten- 
tion because they are 
being tried at the Criminal 
Court on charges of 
attempted murder. 

“I am planning to appeal 
the verdicts at the Court of 
Cassation," Dweik told the 
Jordan Times. 

He added that the penal- 
ty was unfair “because my 
clients were being tried by 


two different court tri- 
bunals, and (hey might 
have to serve each prison 
term they are given by 
each court." 

The four were being 
tried on the new charges 
after their case was 
referred from the Salt 
Court to the State Security 
Court because "of some 
amendments to the Penal 
Code." Dweik explained. 

The four, part of a group 
of five, were serving” five- 
year prison terms follow- 
ing their conviction by the 
State Security Court in 
November 1996 of plot- 
ting to carry out extremist 
acts. The defendants 
allegedly attacked the 
General Intelligence 
Department building earli- 
er that month. 

Their case was referred 
from the Salt Court of 
First Instance to the State 
Security Court by the 
Court of Cassation, which 
asked it to try the men on 
the new charges "because 
they fall under its jurisdic- 
tion.” 

The Cassation Court’s 
decision comes in accor- 
dance with the amended 
laws that were approved 
by the Cabinet in February 
1997, according to Dweik. 

The military prosecution 
charged that the men car- 
ried out the attack to 
avenge the arrest of Zein 
Al Abedeine, whom the 
prosecution alleges is the 


group leader, three days 
earlier and to avenge the 
Slate Security Court’s sen- 
tencing on Dec. 24. 1996 
of II Islamists known as 
the “Arab Afghans" to 
death and seven more to 
imprisonment. 

Three of the four defen- 
dants are also standing 
trial at the Criminal Court 
on charges of the attempt- 
ed murder of Sergeant 
Mohammad Ali of the 
General Intelligence 
Department during an 
armed assault at the GID 
building in Baqaa on Dec. 
26, 1994. 

If convicted, the three 
men, who have already 
served three years in 
prison, could be sentenced 
to 15 years, including the 
period they have already 
spent in detention. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the suspects stoned 
their activities in April 
1994 and plotted to carry 
out extremist attacks 
against tourisrs and securi- 
ty departments in the 
country and to launch 
armed assaults in the West 
Bank. 

On the eve of the attack, 
the first and second defen- 
dants. Tha’er Ghanem and 
Shadi Taha, headed to the 
GID after night prayers 
and showered the GID 
building with bullets from 
machine guns, injuring 
one officer, before fleeing 
the scene. 


WHAT ' S ~*G&ING ON 


FILMS 

* “Nada menus que codo un hombre" ( in Spanish ) at I n sri n an Cervantes, 
JahaJ Amman oo Thursday ai 5:00 pan. (Tel 4610853). 

* Children’s film “Dizzy, lieber Dizzy” tin German) at Goethe-lnsomt, 
Jabal Amman on Saturday Oct. 10 at 5:00 pun. 

DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98” cultural activities ai Darat Al Rmun. Jabal Wdbdeh. » 
last until Oex 8. include: 

EXHIBmONS 

* 50 yeas of graphic an fioru Lebanon and wafts by Jorc&nian artist 
Sahel Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi arris Samer Usama and by Jordanian anis Said Had- 
dadin atthe Blue House. 

* Installatio n works by Jondanian artist Samia Zara at the Byzantine 

* Exhibition of photographs “Memory of a Place" by Jordanian artist 
Hussein Da’seh at the Museum. 

ANNUAL BAZAAR 

* Annual haraw, sponsored by the diplomatic corps in Jordan, at the 
Greater Amman Hall, Al Hussein Sports City on ThuraJay from 11:00 
aun. to 6.-00 p.m. (Proceeds wfl] go to Mabarrai Um AJ Hussein Orphan- 
agel 

NAHONAL CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK 

* Ceremony of the first National Cultural Herirage Wbik at the Amman 
Citadel. Umayyad Palace entrance hall on Friday at 7:30 pjn. (It will be 
followed by a svmbcdic wafledwough historic downtown Amman toihe 
Municipal HallaRasAl’Aln far an exhibition opening at 10-30a.rn.KTeL 

59306821 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Lamia Jamal at the French Cultural Game, JabaiWabdeh, 
until fH 76 . 

* An of Arab calligraphy by Nassar Mansour at the Jordan National 
GaUexy cf Fine Ans (TeL 4630128). until Oa 23. 

♦Paintings by Iraqi artist Talal Mikha’il at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Qa. 8. 

* Amman Seventh International Book Exhibit at the City HaE Ras 

‘Ain, until Oct 10. . . 

* Works by mAnmiHt of the Ans Centre (including ceramics, pamongs, 
and sculpture) at die centre. Mahmoud Irani St. (TeL 5529619), mail Oct 


Immunisation campaign to continue only 
after test results arrive — health minister 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Health Min- 
ister Nael Ajlouni yester- 
day said an immunisation 
campaign against diphthe- 
ria and tuberculosis would 
continue only after the 
ministry receives test 
results of vaccines that 
made a few hundred school 
children ill. 

"It wDl still take us a few 
weeks to receive the results 


of the tests, and then we 
will review all the vaccines 
that we have and take a 
decision concerning each 
one, especially those near- 
ing their expiry date," 
Ajlouni told the Jordan 
Times yesterday. "But we 
will not start this before we 
know what the results of 
the tests.” 

More than 300 school 
children — most between 
the ages of 11 and 15 — 


last week complained of 
nausea, dizziness and fever 
after being immunised 
againsr diphtheria and 
tetanus with vaccines 
donated by the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) to a nationwide 
immunisation campaign 
launched on Sept. 14. 
Some children were hospi- 
talised for observation. 

An investigative commit- 
tee formed following the 


incident found that the vac- 
cines were not contaminat- 
ed, nor were inoculation 
procedures inadequate. 
Experts suggested that the 
vaccines could have been 
mislabelled and instead of 
containing a serum to pre- 
vent diphtheria and 
tetanus, they instead con- 
tained a serum for a triple 
vaccine. 

The committee also said 
the number and symptoms 


of the students who experi- 
enced temporary adverse 
effects from the vaccine 
were within the norm. 
More than 25.000 students 
were inoculated. 

Ajlouni yesterday said he 
was confident thar the chil- 
dren's symptoms were a 
na rural reaction, but as a 
ministry, "it is not wise to 
dismiss a vaccine os ‘okay’ 
before it is thoroughly test- 
ed.” 


Members 

of outlawed 

group 

receive 

prison 

sentences 

By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The Stare Secu- 
rity Court has sentenced five 
members of the Tahrir (Liber- 
ation! Party to prison terms 
ranging from six to 18 months 
for membership in an illegal 
group and distributing party' 
statements, a court source said 
Wednesday. 

The source, who asked not 
to be named, said Judge 
Colonel Yousef Fa'ouri sen- 
tenced Ziyad Omar, Abdul 
Majid Sha’er, Tayseer Lufti, 
Yousef Awadi and Wa’el 
Jaber on Tuesday. 

The charges are subject to 
appeal at the Court of Cassa- 
tion, be added 

The five were among 17 
party members arrested last 
month. 

The other detainees are 
expected to be sentenced this 
month, the source said. The 
names of the detainees were 
not available. 

The source said Awadi and 
Jaber were each given 18 
month terms, Omar one year, 
and Sha’er and Lutfi six 
months each. 

The party’s spokesperson, 
Ata Abu Al Rashteh, who 
recently completed a three- 
year prison sentence, was 
reported to be among the 
arrested members. 

Omar and Sha’er were con- 
victed of membership in the 
party while ihe remaining 
three were found guilty of dis- 
tributing statements. 

The group's arrest came 
after party 1 activists distributed 
statements in several parts of 
the Kingdom, including 
Amman, Sail Zarqa and 
Mafraq. 

Tahrir, which was estab- 
lished in Palestine by Taqi Al 
Deen Nabhani and Abdul 
Qadeem Zalcnim. calls among 
other things for the replace- 
ment of all Arab governments 
with a caliphate system. 


Conflicting accounts of study on press’ attitude toward Israel 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — A recent study by a 
Jewish- American committee seems 
to have been misinterpreted by Jor- 
danian journalists. 

Several of them claimed in the 
past month that Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu sent a 
memo of protest to the Jordanian 
government accusing the press of 
being “anti-semitic." 

Al Majd weekly reported this 
week that Israeli newspapers pub- 
lished excerpts from Netanyahu’s 
memo citing the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty and calling for its 
“immediate implementation" by 
removing and stopping all forms of 
animosity against each other. 

Al Majd added that Netanyahu 
complained of lack of action on 
behalf of the government to end all 


forms of animosity in its local press. 

It reported that Netanyahu said 
the government "was helping the 
Jordanian press overstate its anti- 
semitic themes and put obstacles in 
the face of peace, normalisation of 
affairs and co-existence." 

The weekly also listed names of 
several Jordanian journalists whom 
Netanyahu presumably labelled in 
his memo as extremists and anti- 
Jewish. 

The president of the Jordan Writ- 
ers Association, Fakhri Kawar, 
whose name was reportedly among 
those listed, published a column in 
Al Ra’i saying that he was proud 
that his name was on the list 
describing it as a “medal of hon- 
our." 

But according to Roey Gilad, the 
Israeli embassy spokesperson, 
Netanyahu never sent such a memo 


to Jordan. 

Gilad told the Jordan Times dial 
he contacted the prime minister's 
media advisor and was assured that 
Netanyahu did not send the memo 
to Jordan. However, one was sent to 
the Egyptian government, he added. 

Gilad faxed the Jordan Times a 
chapter in the annual report of the 
Institute for Jewish Policy Research 
in Washington devoted to Jordan. 

The study showed that Jordan's 
press reflects a "fairly positive atti- 
tude towards peace with Israel" 

It said, however, there were anti- 
semitic themes in the writings of a 
few columnists in state-owned 
newspapers and the opposition 
press. 

In its 1997 report, the institute 
said anti-Semitism in several sectors 
of the press body was aimed at 
illustrating their opposition to Israel 


and its leaders. 

"In Jordan's privately owned 
weekly tabloids, anti-semitic 
themes were more common, partic- 
ularly in the Islamic press,” it said. 

It accused the Islamic weekly Al 
Sabeel with prominently featuring 
anti-semitism, especially in its 
“Studies in the Koran" column. 

As an example, the report said 
that on Oct 4, former Deputy 
Abdul Mun’em Abu Zant had "lam- 
basted Jewish crimes against Allah 
and the Prophet" 

It added that the Jordanian press 
resorted to cartoons rather than 
printed words to express anti-serait- 
tc themes. 

"Allegations of Jewish conspira- 
cies emerged during periods of high 
tension between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours." it said. 

It said the official attiiude Towards 


Jews in 1996 continued ro improve, 
but during the second half of the 
year, following the outbreak of vio- 
lence between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians, the Jordanian government 
adopted a less rigorous approach to 
normalising economic and political 
relations with Israel. 

“It will be- difficult to restore 
warm relations with Israel in the 
absence of wider progress in the 
peace process. It may be too early to 
assert whether, and to what extent 
tee fare of Jordan’s relations with 
Israel will affect attitudes towards 
Jews in general," it said. 

The report however, did not men- 
tion Fakhri Kawar or most of the 
names in the list 

Al Majd was mentioned once, but 
most of it focused on the Islamic 
Action Front party weekly, Al 
Sabeel and Abu Zant’s columns. 
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Tories struggle to mend 
fences over Europe 



People walk past a large encyclopedia which is a part of the exhibition of the 
German publishing house “Brockhaus’ at the 50th Frankfurt book fair, the world's 
biggest, that runs from Oct 7 until Oct 11. The focal theme is the literature of 
Switzerland (Reuters photo) 

Croats, environmentalists 
win alternative Nobels 


BOURNEMOUTH, 
England (R) — Leaders of 
Britain’s Conservatives bat- 
tled Wednesday to heal the 
bitter rifts over European 
policy which have dominat- 
ed their party's annual con- 
ference this week. 

But while foreign affairs 
spokesman Michael 
Howard offered an appar- 
ent olive branch to pro- 
European former ministers, 
rank-and-file delegates 

heaped insults on them. 

In a debate on Europe at 
the conference in the south- 
ern English town of 
Bournemouth, they hissed 
their disapproval at the very 
mention of Sir Leon 
Brittan, a former 
Conservative cabinet min- 
ister now in charge of 
external trade issues in the 
European Commission. 

And they enthusiastically 
cheered Theresa Villi ers. a 
candidate for a seat in the 
European Parliament in 
next year's elections, who 
called the dissidents — led 
by former Deputy Prime 
Minister Michael Heseltine 
and former Finance 
Minister Kenneth Clarke — 
“yesterday’s men". 

Party leader William 
Hague hoped be had lanced 
the boil which has poisoned 
the Conservatives for years 
by holding a membership 


BELTING (AFP) — 
“Serious differences" con- 
tinue to exist between 
China and Britain on the 
issues of human rights and 
Tibet, British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair said 
here Wednesday. 

“There is no disguising 
that we continue to have 
our serious concerns and 
differences about human 
rights — about political and 
religious freedoms and 
about the situation in Tibet, 
which I discussed at length 
with President Jiang Zemin 
today," Blair said at a 
British Chamber of 
Commerce dinner. 

But he added that “on 
human rights, we can also 
move away from the sterile 
point-scoring of the past.” 


ballot on the issue of 
whether Britain should join 
Europe’s single currency. 

The ballot result 
announced Monday gave 
Hague 84 per cent backing 
for his policy of ruling out 
adopting the euro for the 
current parliament and the 
next one — at least eight 
years. 

But Heseltine, Clarke and 
others have rejected the 
ballot as irrelevant, and 
insisted on their right to 
back the euro, provoking 
even pro-Conservative 
newspapers such as the 
Daily Telegraph to speak of 
intra-party “war". 

Attempting to achieve a 
truce, Howard told the con- 
ference: “Of course we 
accept that those who voted 
'□o’ in the ballot did so for 
honourable reasons. Of 
course it is an issue where 
people of goodwill can 
come to different conclu- 
sions." 

“Let no one say that the 
'no' voters are any less 
Conservative than the rest 
of as. Our party is com- 
posed of many strands. 
Unpick a single thread and 
the whole fabric is dimin- 
ished," he added. 

Howard was summing up 
a debate which began with 
a standing ovation for 
Eurosceptic former prime 


He said Britain had been 
able to engage the Chinese 
authorities and “1 hope, to 
influence them ” 

“There is progress. I wel- 
come China's growing 
involvement with the U.N. 
human rights system,” Blah- 
said. 

He was referring to 
United Nations human 
rights commissioner Mary 
Robinson’s visit to China 
last month and Beijing's 
signing of the International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights Monday. 

Blah's visit was marked 
by the brief detention of 
veteran Beijing dissident 
Xu Wenli early Wednesday. 

Xu told AFP be was inter- 
rogated for several hours by 
police who said he must 


minister Margaret Thatcher 
as she made her first 
appearance on the confer- 
ence platform. 

In the debate, several 
other delegates were much 
less gentle with the former 
ministers now so out of 
favour in the party. 

VUliers conceded that 
they deserved respect for 
their past achievements. 

But she added to a storm 
of applause: “Make no mis- 
take — with the greatest 
respect to that past record 
— they are yesterday’s men 
talking yesterday's poli- 
tics.” Another delegate. 
Roger Ison, urged the dissi- 
dents to “give William 
Hague the support and loy- 
alty that you so rightly 
demanded when you were 
in office" 

The only prominent pro- 
European to take part in the 
debate was Stephen 
Dorrell. one of the six men 
who contested the party 
leadership when Hague 
won it last year after a dis- 
astrous general election 
defeat put Labour in power. 

Pleading for party peace. 
Do re 11 said: “We have to 
spend less time telling the 
world what we disagree 
about and more time telling 
the world what we agree 
about.” 


stop calling for authorisa- 
tion to set up a branch of 
the China Democracy Party 
(CDP). 

Xu* a veteran of the 1979 
Democracy Wall move- 
ment, has frequently been 
detained for brief periods 
by police since activists in 
seven provinces launched a 
campaign to legally register 
the CDP as China's first 
opposition party under the 
Communists. 

Blair said that “when 
incidents like the question- 
ing of a dissident tins morn- 
ing do occur, there is at 
least a process of dialogue 
in which they can be 
addressed and resolved. We 
can now discuss these with 
the Chinese authorities in a 
spirit of cooperation.” 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 

Sweden’s alternative Nobel 
prizes were awarded 
Wednesday to Croatian 
human rights activists and to 
groups promoting the envi- 
ronment while trying to 
reduce the influence of multi- 
national corporations. 

The 1998 Right Livelihood 
Awards prize was shared by 
two human rights workers, an 
international organisation 

promoting breastfeeding, a 
professor campaigning 

against cancer by tackling 
pollution and a Chilean group 
fighting dam building. 

‘Two exceptional workers 
for peace in the war-tom 
Balkans will share the Right 
Livelihood Award with 
Chilean, American and inter- 
national activists engaged in 
the global struggle to put lim- 
its on corporate power" the 
awards foundation said. 

The $230,000 award, 
announced annually before 
the official Nobel prizes, 
prides itself on its environ- 
mental slant The foundation 
said Alfred Nobel's awards 
ignored much work and 


knowledge vital for the future 
of humankind. 

The Right Livelihood 
Award's founder, Swedish- 
German writer Jakob von 
Uexkull, set up the alternative 
Nobel prize after his sugges- 
tion to the Nobel Prize 
Committee to set up an envi- 
ronmental prize was snubbed. 

Uexkull, a former member 
of the European Parliament 
who sold a stamp collection 
to fund the prize, said the 
prestige of the awards was on 
the rise every year but dona- 
tions were shrinking. 

One award was shared 
between Croatian physician 
Katarina Kruhonja and Vesna 
Terselic and their organisa- 
tions: the Centre for Peace, 
Non-Violence and Human 
Rights in Osijek, and the 
Anti-War Campaign of 
Croatia, based, in Zagreb for 
protecting human rights, sup- 
porting refugees and dis- 
placed persons. 

Another prize was handed 
to the International Baby 
Food Action Network for 
campaigning for the rights of 
mothers to choose to breast- 


feed their babies free from 
pressure from commercial 
companies who promote 
breastmilk substitutes. 

It was best known for its 
part in the international boy- 
cott of Nestle for breaching 
World Healt h O rganisation 
and the UNICEF codes for 
marketing breastmilk substi- 
tutes, the award said 

British-bom Professor 
Samuel Epstein won his share 
of the award for campaigning 
against cancer by promoting 
the prevention of avoidable 
exposures id environmental 
carcinogens in air, water, 
food and the workplace. 

The final winner was 
Chile's Juan Pablo Onego 
and his organisation Grupo 
de Accion por el Biobio for 
iheir struggle to prevent eco- 
logical destruction of Chile’s 
Biobio river valley which was 
threatened by a string of mas- 
sive dams. 

The awards are presented 
annually in Sweden’s parlia- 
ment in Stockholm on the day 
before the Nobel Prize pre- 
sentations. 


Serious differences on human 
rights with China, says Blair 


Paris train, bus-drivers strike for better safety 


Reputed 
Lincoln portrait 
fails to sell 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
portrait shows a lanky, 
clean-shaven young man in 
his Sunday best But was it 
a young Abraham Lincoln? 
Buyers didn't think so, and 
the 1843 daguerreotype 
that some say is one of the 
earliest known images of 
Abraham Lincoln failed to 
sell at an auction Tuesday. 

“It’s a fitting ending and 
just closure to the piece,” 
dealer and daguerreotype 
collector William L. 
Schaeffer said. 

“Probably fewer than 1 
per cent of any collectors 
or experts ever believed it 
was a Lincoln.” The 
daguerreotype. titled 
“Portrait of a Gentleman. 
Believed to be Abraham 
Lincoln.” was taken off the 
Christie's auction block 
after it failed to make the 
minimum bid. The mini- 
mum was not disclosed, 
but the high bid was 
$150,000. Christie's had 
estimated it would sell for 
at least $200,000. 

Schaeffer said that if the 
picture was really of 
Lincoln, it would be worth 
$3 million to $5 million, 
but no one was willing to 
take the gamble. 

The 9-by-7.5-cra 

daguerreotype, a minor- 
image photograph pro- 
duced on silver or copper, 
bad been the subject of 
heated dispute since it sur- 
faced in 1992. 

s* ‘ 


Some historians said 
Lincoln could have posed 
for the picture while serv- 
ing in the Illinois House of 
Representatives, when he 
would have been 33 or 34. 
But doubters said it simply 
does not look like the 
future president. 

The features of the man 
in the picture are vastly dif- 
ferent from Lincoln’s, they 
said, pointing to the ears, 
nose, shoulders and eyes. 
Some went so far as to 
compare the veins in the 
hands, claiming they do not 
match a cast of Lincoln's 
hands made in I860. 

Doubters were not 
swayed when a computer 
programme used to identi- 
fy what missing children 
may look like years later 
supposedly matched the 
daguerreotype with three 
Lincoln portraits. 

The daguerreotype’s 
owners, collectors Robert 
and Joan Hoffman, bought 
the picture in 1992 for an 
undisclosed amount from a 
New York antiques dealer. 
The dealer who sold it to 
the Hoffmans got it from 
the Hay- Wadsworth fami- 
ly, whose ancestor John 
Milton Hay was Lincoln’s 
assistant secretary. 

That did not matter to 
Paul Henzmann, a 
California dealer. 

“It didn’t sell because it 
wasn't a Lincoln,” he said. 


PARIS (AFP) — Strikes by 
Paris train and bus drivers 
demanding better safety 
after attacks on drivers dis- 
rupted public transport in 
and around the French capi- 
tal for the second day 
Wednesday. 

Around half the city's 
3,000 buses were back on 
the roads after an almost 
total halt in bus services 
Tuesday due to a strike 
called after a youngster 
stabbed a driver who had 
refused to halt his vehicle 
between two regular stops. 

Drivers’ trade unions 
demanding more staff on 
sensitive routes and night 
buses were holding talks to 
decide whether to continue 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir 

Mohammad dismissed calls 
Wednesday for snap polls to 
test his strength following 
the much-publicised sack- 
ing of his deputy Anwar 
Ibrahim and economic 
problems facing the coun- 
try. 

He said the government 
was firmly in control of the 
political situation as its two- 
third majority in parliament 
was unshaken and there had 
been no defections from his 
United Malays National 
Organisation fUmno) or 
junior parties in the ruling 
coalition. 

Furthermore, he said. 


the stop-work protest. 

Meanwhile, rail traffic 
from Paris' southern 
Montparnasse rail station to 
western suburbs and towns 
such as Versaille-Chantier, 
Rarabouillet and Chartres 
ground to a total halt when 
drivers walked off the job 
following an attack Tuesday 
against a driver. 

Train services covering 
the capital’s eastern suburbs 
also halted from the Gare de 
I'Est after drivers struck in 
solidarity. “We are not 
going to wait until we are 
attacked in our turn before 
entering the dispute,” said 
one union delegate. 

Anger over security on the 
RER commuter fast rail link 


holding an election was a 
“very big job” and valuable 
resources could not be 
diverted now from the mas- 
sive task of ejecting the 
economy out of recession. 

“Recent problems have 
not resulted in any major 
defection within the party 
and government. My 
assessment is that the peo- 
ple still support the govern- 
ment,” Mahathir said in 
reply to a question at a 
national economic recovery 
forum. 

“This means that we will 
not hold elections, not for 
sometime yet.” be said. 

Mahathir’s Urano is the 
dominant party in the ruling 
National Front coalition. 


between Paris and the sub- 
urbs also caused a strike and 
a 50 per cent cut in traffic on 
the C-line. 

And traffic on the south- 
ern portion of the RER D- 
line beLween the Gare de 
Lyon railway station and the 
southern suburbs of Melun. 
Corbeii and Malesherbes 
was halted for the second 
day and reduced on the 
northern portion of the D- 
line commuter rail service, 
also because of an attack 
against a driver. 

The interior ministry, 
which ordered in 200 extra 
police to the 400 already 
assigned to public rail and 
road transport in Paris, said 
there was an eight percent 


which won a landslide vic- 
tory in the last general elec- 
tions in 1995. Polls are not 
due until the second quarter 
of 2000. 

Mahathir sacked Anwar, 
who was also finance minis- 
ter, on Sept. 2. 

Anwar was detained 18 
days later under the dracon- 
ian Internal Security Act 
(ISA), allowing for indefi- 
nite detention without trial, 
after he led a mass rally 
against Mahathir, calling 
for his former mentor to 
step down. 

Anwar, whose arrest led 
to further anti-government 
demonstrations, has since 
pleaded not guilty to 10 
charges of sodomy and cor- 


increase in attacks on public 
transport in Che first 10 
months of 1997. 

Last week, rail traffic 
from Paris’ Saint-Lazare 
station into the western sub- 
urbs was disrupted three 
days running after a hold-up 
in a suburban station. 

Meanwhile Prime 

Minister Lionel Jospin sum- 
moned Transport and acting 
Interior Ministers Jean- 
Gaude Gayssot and Jean- 
Jack Queyranne to a meet- 
ing Wednesday afternoon to 
discuss security in the Paris 
transport system. 

Representatives of the 
French railway and Paris 
Metro companies were also 
invited to attend. 


ruption. 

Ten Umno members were 
expelled for being linked to 
an anti-Urano movement 
Wednesday while 18 others, 
including the head of the 
party’s powerful youth 
wing, have been asked to 
explain why they should not 
be expelled. 

Mahathir said they com- 
prised only a small number 
compared to the 2.4 million 
party members nationwide. 

He said that unlike in 
1987, when he nearly lost in 
party polls and there was a 
“substantial shift” of sup- 
port away from the govern- 
ment, “I notice there has 
been no exodus from the 
party” at present 


Malaysia’s Mahathir 
rejects call for early polls 
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Overcrowded boat capsizes in 
Nigeria, at least 57 dead 

t Anne Nigeria (AP) — Rescue workers in north- 
ern Nigeria were pulling bodies fromfoel 
River Wednesday after a packed ferry capsized, 
drowning 57 people. It was unclear when or how, 
the accident occurred, although local authontteSy 
said it was earlier this week. Twelve of 
drowned were from the same family, the local 
Punch newspaper reported. Also, a number of tne 
victims were children. Officials were still trying 
determine the total number of people on board, a 
police officer said without giving his name. River 
ferries, old and often in complete disrepair, ply foe 
inland waters of Nigeria typically overfilled with 
passengers. 

Italian artist Bruno Munari dies * 

MILAN, Italy (AP) — Bruno Munari, an architect 
and artist who was a leading member of Italy's 
futurist movement, has died at 90. Munan had suf- 
fered from cancer for several years and died in his 
Milan home Sept. 29, Italian news agencies report-* 
ed. After obtaining a degree in architecture, Munari- 
be^an experimenting with a variety of materials 
and technology in his works. In 1948 he founded 
the Movimento Arte Concreta, known as the Mat 
artistic movement. Munari ’s paintings, sculptures 
and mobiles are on display at galleries and muse- 
ums throughout Europe. They include 1 Macchine 
Inutili" (Useless Works) and an album of 27 plates 
known as “Can tastoria Campari” (Campari Street 
Singer). Munari is survived by his wife Dilma and 
son Alberto. 

Dead Sri Lankan soldier shows up 
after his funeral 

COLOMBO iR) — A Sri Lankan soldier believed 
to have been killed by rebels last week turned up at 
his village soon after his own funeral, a newspaper 
said Wednesday. The Sinhalese-language 
Lankadeepa newspaper said Sarath Chandralars 
family had completed his funeral last Sunday when 
they received a call from him telling them he was 
alive and returning to his Hingurana village in east- 
ern Sri Lanka. Chandralal’s wife and two children, 
who lived in central Warakapola town, were 
informed of his death and travelled to his native 
village to cremate his remains, the newspaper said. 
It said Chandralal had been granted leave just 
before the fighting erupted and had reached his 
wife’s house in Warakapola, where he was told of 
his funeral in his native village. Some 1,000 people 
greeted Chandralal Monday when he reached nis 
village, about 219 km east of the capital, Colombo. 
A banner — “May Sarath Chandralal, the brave 
soldier who sacrificed his life for his country, rest 
in peace” — hung along the road to bis village, the 
newspaper added. Military officials were not avail- 
able for comment. 

Whale watchers look on horrified as 
killer whales attack baby humpback 

BRISBANE. Australia (AP) — A boatload of 
tourists watched as two groups of killer whales 
hunted and killed a baby humpback whale off 
Australia's east coast Tuesday. The newspaper 
Courier Mail reported Wednesday that the group of 
whale watchers saw the killer whales, also known 
as orcas, separate a humpback calf from its mother 
and kill it as a pod of humpbacks passed North 
Stradbroke Island, in Queensland state, on their 
annual southern migration. Peter Hale, executive 
director of the Centre for Conservation Biology at 
the University of Queensland, said killer whales 
hunted all kinds of animals and that an attack on 
another whale species was not unusual. He said 
great white, or white pointer, sharks and orcas 
often followed migrating humpbacks from the cold 
waters near Antarctica north to the warmer waters' 
off the Queensland coast during autumn and back 
again in the spring. Orcas usually single out the 
old, sick and very young humpbacks that are less 
able to take evasive action. Hale said. Last year, 
whale watchers at Byron Bay in northern New 
South Wales saw adult humpbacks being pursued 
by a pod of killer whales bui the humpbacks 
escaped, he said. Last century, whalers with har- 
poons would kill humpbacks, and killer whales 
would close in and feast on the discarded hump- 
backs lips and tongues. Hale said he could not 
recall the killing of a humpback by killer whales 
actually being witnessed. “Jr just happened to occur 
during the day in calm weather where people could 
see it off Point Lookout on North Stradbroke 
Island,” he said. 

Season’s hottest costumes inspired 
by Washington scandal 

BOSTON (AP) — Forget the witches’ brooms, 
clown noses and monster masks. This year's most 
popular Halloween costume calls for a blue dress, a 
beret and, yes, a cigar. “We thought Titanic cos- 

?5 C M W0 “ ld 1x5 ** bi S rentals, but it looks like Bi" 
and Mowca are winning the race,” said Stepbe 
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South Korean President Kim Dae- Jung (left) is escorted by Japanese Emperor Akihito as he arrives at the imperial 
P i ac _ e !“ .T!S?S. “ “jyrf®! bant i uel - At right is Empress Michiko. Kim arrived in Tokyo earlier in Ihe day for 


a four-day visit (Reuters photo) 


Emperor says ‘deep sorrow’ for 
m»ss pain Japan inflicted on S. Korea 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Emperor 
Akihito Wednesday expressed 
“deep sorrow” over the great 
suffering inflicted by Japan on 
the Korean Peninsula in an 
address to visiting South 
Korean President Kim Dae- 
Jung. 

"The history of close 
exchange had a reverse side at 
one period when Japan brought 
great suffering on the people of 
the Korean Peninsula.” the 
emperor said at a banquet of 
167 guests for the president. 

"The deep sorrow which I 
feel over (his never leaves my 
memory.”.. . _ 

The statement was mildly 
stronger, than . at* apology, he. 
made in 1900 but was striking- 
ly similar to one he made in 
1994. It is expected to herald a 
more direct expression of sor- 
row by Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi Thursday. 

In reply to the speech. Kim 
said he was “very impressed" 
by the emperor’s remarks, 
adding that Koreans “rose from 
adversity with 50 years of 
unflinching determination.'' 

“While the cold war has 
ended elsewhere in the world. 
Northeast Asia is still seeking a 
new order and expects Korea 
and Japan to take an active 


role,” he said. 

Both countries, sharing 
democracy and market 
economics, had to play a role in 
bringing peace, stability and 
prosperity to East Asia, die 
South Korean president said. 

Relations between Seoul and 
Tokyo have been strained by 
Japan's attitude to its 1910-45 
colonial rale over the Korean 
Peninsula, particularly the 
forced use of Korean women as 
prostitutes for front-line troops 
in World War IL 

Kira, on the first day of his 
inaugural bridge-building lbur- 
day trip to Japan since being 
elected president in February, 
invited the emperor to an 
unprecedented visit to South 
Korea. 

He told Akihito during an 
earlier audience at the imperial 
palace that there had been a 
“very short period of time 
when South Korea and Japan 
were not friendly," according to 
Japanese officials. 

But the South Korean leader 
added that “1 would feel regret- 
ful for our ancestors and 
descendants if our long rela- 
tionship were damaged 
because of that.” 

No Japanese emperors — 
neither Akihito nor his father 


Hirohito — have visited Korea 
since it was divided under a 
superpower trusteeship at the 
end of World War II. 

After a summit Thursday. 
Kim and Obuchi arc to sign a 
joint ■■declaration on a new 
Japan-South Korea partnership 
towards the 2 1st century." 
according to Jiji Press news 
agency. 

The joint declaration will 
note “Obuchi sincerely recog- 
nised the historical fuel that our 
country inflicted tremendous 
damage and suffering on South 
Korean people through the 
colonial rule,” according to jiji 
Press. 

The Japanese prime minister 
would express “deep remorse 
and hcanielt apology" for the 
aggression, the agency quoted 
a leaked copy of the text as say- 
ing. 

A close aid to Obuchi, how- 
ever. said the wording had yel 
to be finalised. Some conserva- 
tive senior ruling party mem- 
bers were reportedly objecting 
to the use of the words "deep 
remorse." 

The president's visit will skin 
some of the most prickly 
issues, including Korean sex 
slaves and Kim's abduction 
from a Tokyo hotel by South 


Korean agents in 1973 when he 
was living here in exile, offi- 
cials said. 

But it will encompass a broad 
range of affairs, including secu- 
rity ties in the light of a rocket 
launch on Aug. 31 by North 
Korea which overflew japan in 
an apparent failed attempt to 
launch a satellite. 

The two leaders arc expected 
to sign an agreement reached 
last month on fishing around 
disputed islands while Japan 
hopes to offer a S3 billion loan 
lo help South Korea tackle 
recession. 

Kim is sdieduled to meet 
Japanese business leaders and 
deliver a speech lo Japan’s par- 
liament after the summit 
Thursday, looking to the future 
of the countries’ relations. 

He flies to the western city of 
Osaka Friday to meet Korean 
residents in the city before 
departing for home Saturday. 

In May 1990. Emperor 
Akihito said Korean people 
underwent “sufferings" caused 
by his country and he could not 
help but feel deep regret and in 
March 1994 he expressed deep 
sorrow over “a great many suf- 
ferings" imposed. 
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Myanmar junta issues rebuke 
to U.N. human rights chief 
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BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Myanmar Wednesday 
sharply rebuked U.N. 
Human Rights 

Commissioner Mary 1 
Robinson for condemning 
intensified “repression" of 
political opposition in the 
military state. 

A junta spokesman told 
AFP that Robinson’s state- 
ments were “at variance 
with the actual condition.” 

"We deeply regret that the 
U.N. high commissioner for 
human rights has made 
these statements, which do 
not actually reflect the true 
situation in Myanmar,” the 
spokesman said. 


Robinson Tuesday said 
she had nored with 
"increasing concern the 
intensification of repression 
against Myanmar’s political 
opposition over the Iasi few 
weeks." 

She said more than 200 
members of the National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) opposition party had 
been arrested or detained 
while the NLD leader, 
Nobel Peace laureate Aung 
San Suu Kyi, had been sub- 
jected to “repealed harass- 
ment.” 

Conditions of detention in 
the country fell far short of 
international standards, and 


a "number of people are 
reported to have died while 
in custody.” the U.N, rights 
chief said. 

But a junta statement said 
some NLD members had 
been "invited to govern- 
ment guest houses" in the 
interests of “protecting 
peace and stability of the 
country as well as to tone 
down the problem created 
by the NLD’s confronta- 
tional activities. 

“They are being comfort- 
ably housed and well fed 
and they are being treated 
with courtesy and respect," 
the statement received here 
said, adding that they would 


be allowed lo leave soon. 

“It must be emphasised 
lhai there are no political 
prisoners in Myanmar. No 
one has died in custody.” 

The NLD won 1990 elec- 
tions in a landslide but the 
junta has refused to relin- 
quish power. 

Opposition groups in 
Myanmar say up to 2,000 
dissidents have been arrest- 
ed or detained since May, 
including about 200 NLD 
MPs, in what they call the 
biggest crackdown on the 
democracy movement since 
the repression of student 
protests in 1 988. 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October S-9, 1998 


U.S. envoy fails to persuade 
Milosevic to end crackdown 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — Warning that the 
“decisive moment" is 
approaching, a senior 
U.S. envoy scheduled 
more talks" Wednesday 
with Slobodan Milosevic 
after failing to persuade 
the Yugoslav president to 
puil out more forces front 
Kosovo to avoid NATO 
airstrikes. 

Milosevic has remained 
defiant through two meet- 
ings, during which 
Richard ""Holbrooke 
sought to convince him 
that Washington is equal- 
ly firm in demanding that 
he comply with U.N. res- 
olutions or face military 
action. 

Reflecting a grim mood, 
Holbrooke hud only terse 
public acotnments 

Wednesday. “The situa- 
tion's extremely serious.’* 
he said. 

Milosevic launched his 
crackdown Feb. 28 
against the ethnic 
Albanian Kosovo 

Liberation Army, which 
is fighting for indepen- 
dence for Kosovo, a 
province of Serbia, the 
main republic of 
Yugoslavia. Hundreds 
have been killed and 
more than 250.000 people 
have been driven from 
their homes. 

Despite a Security- 
Council declaration 
Tuesday that the combat- 
ants in Kosovo had not 


yet fully complied with 
U.N. resolutions demand- 
ing a cease-fire and the 
withdrawal of special 
Serb police units, a U.S. 
spokesman admitted 
Wednesday there was no 
international consensus 
for military action against 
the Serbs. 

“We are continuing to 
push for military action 
against the Serbs,” L'.S. 
State Department 

spokesman James Rubin 
said. 

“NATO is no* there 


yet.” A decision is possi- 
ble by the weekend, after 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright meets 
Thursday with” NATO 
officials and Holbrooke 
in Brussels and the six- 
nation Contact Group on 
the Balkans convenes 
Friday in London. 

Preparations for inter- 
vention continued 

Wednesday. Britain and 
France both recommend- 
ed that their citizens leave 
Yugoslavia. Germany 
said it had besun remov- 


ing families of staffers in 
its” Belgrade embassy. 

Canada has already 
evacuated all non-essen- 
tial diplomatic staff and 
their families from 
Belgrade, and U.S. offi- 
cials said dependants of 
its embassy employees 
would soon be evacuated. 

"There’s no doubt at all 
that we have to take 
action to prevent a 
humanitarian disaster in 
Kosovo.** British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair said 
in Beijing. 


NATO decision in coming days 
on Serbia air strikes 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The NATO 
alliance is prepared to act within ”a few 
days” to launch air strikes on Serb 
forces in Kosovo, said an alliance offi- 
cial, making clear a U.N. Security 
Council decision would not be a pre- 
requisite. 

“NATO is fully ready to begin moving 
to activate a decision in the next few 
days,” said the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

“That will mean transferring aircraft 
to the theatre. The allies arc making 
final preparations in their capitals now. 
examining the rules of engagement for 
air operations,” he said. 

He added that the 16 allies, all of 
whom would have to give their 
approval for a military operation, 
would have “a collective understanding 
of what is the legal basis for a military 
operation” before a decision was taken. 


The official declined to say specifi- 
cally that NATO would take military 
action without a U.N. resolution, but 
stressed repeatedly that “the legal 
basis" for the operation would be clear- 
ly set out and that there would be “a 
common understanding” of what it was. 

Commenting on reports earlier 
Thursday of a constitutional problem 
for Germany in giving its accord for an 
operation that would entail the use of 
its forces outside Germany territory, the 
official this would not pose a problem. 

"Many of the allies have this kind of 
constitutional requirement.” he said. 
“This is not new. We had it in Bosnia in 
1995 " a reference to NATO airstrikes 
in Bosnia. 

“All the allies are actively working on 
this at the moment.” 


Russia: Raid on 
Yugoslavia is war, 
not punishment 


ATHENS (R) — 

Russian Defence 
Minister Igor Sergeyev 
said Wednesday a 
NATO military move 
against Yugoslavia 
would be an act of war 
and not punishment to 
force Belgrade from 
attacking ethnic 

Albanians in Kosovo. 

“In Russia there is a 
proverb that every war 
brings peace. 

The question is why 
start a war because this 
is what it's going to be 
and not punishment 
(on Yugoslavia). The 
diplomatic efforts must 
continue,” Sergeyev 
told reporters after 
talks with his Greek 
counterpart Akis 
Tsohatzopouios. 

He said the European 
Union and China, a 
permanent member of 
the United Nations 
Security Council, 
should get actively 
involved to avert 
NATO air raids. 

Asked whether 
Russia carried the 
weight to stop a possi- 
ble NATO attack on 
Yugoslavia because of 
its dismal economic sit- 
uation, Sergeyev said: 
“Russia will never lose 
its special weight in 
world affairs regard- 
less of any economic 
situation. Russia makes 
constructive proposals 
which attract rather 
than repel.” 


NATO allies are 
threatening air strikes 
unless Belgrade com- 
plies with a Security 
Council resolution call- 
ing for an immediate 
halt to fighting in 
Kosovo and an end to a 
crackdown against eth- 
nic Albanians in the 
Serb province. 

Greece, a NATO 
member but also a 
Serb ally, fears a wider 
Balkan flareup in case 
of a NATO attack and 
has been also pushing 
for a diplomatic solu- 
tion. 

“We back the NATO 
mobilisation so as to 
reach a diplomatic 
agreement,” 
Tsohatzopouios said. 
“In Kosovo there can 
only be a political solu- 
tion and not a military 
one.” He said that in 
case of * an attack, 
Athens would ask 
NATO to give special 
consideration to the 
extent of Greece's par- 
ticipation given that it 
is a Balkan country 
close to Yugoslavia. 

Government officials 
have said Greece would 
not have warplanes 
participating in raids 
but would give NATO 
logistical support and 
use of Greek airports. 


12 killed in new 
Karachi violence 
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accused of taking a 21- 
month-old malnourished 
son they called "the 
Christ Child" from state 
custody last month are 
expected to be back in 
Utah soon to face kid- 
napping charges. 

Christopher and 
Kyndra Fink, both 23, 
were being held 
Tuesday in a Montana 
jail ana their two chil- 
dren were in state cus- 
tody. 

The couple has waived 
extradition. 


The Finks told family 
members their inlant 
son, David, had to 
remain pure by eating 
select fruits, vegetables 
and herbs. . . 

Instead, authorities 
say, their plan for David 
nearly killed him. 

The family’s 16-day 
run from the law began 
five days after a con- 
cerned social worker 
and family members 
placed David, who 
weighed just seven kilo- 
grammes, in state cus- 
tody on Sept. 14. Hours 
before the boy was to be 


put into 

parents 

napped 

Primary 

Medical 


foster care, his 
allegedly kid- 
him from 
Children’s 
Centre in Salt 


Lake City. 

Their flight ended 
Monday when police, 
acting on a tip from 
hunters, apprehended 
Fink in a remote, moun- 
tainous area of southern 
Montana called Dead 
Indian Gulch. 

After initially refusing 
to cooperate, Fink led 
authorities to his family, 
huddled at a campsite 
and awaiting his return 


with food. 

Fink’s hearing on a 
federal warrant for 
unlawful flight had been 
scheduled for Tuesday 
but was delayed to 
Thursday. But U.S. 
Attorney Sherry Scheel 
Matteucci said Fink 
could be moved to Utah 
as early as Wednesday. 

Fink was being held in 
the Yellowstone County 
Jail. Mrs. Fink, who 
reportedly suffered from 
dehydration and expo- 
sure, was transferred 
from a hospital to the 
jail late Tuesday. The 


Yellowstone County 
sheriff’s office did not 
know when she would 
appear in court. 

The Finks face charges 
in Utah for kidnapping 
of a child and aggravat- 
ed assault stemming 
from minor injuries suf- 
fered by a hospital nurse 
who attempted to stop 
the couple from taking 
David. 

During their time as 
fugitives, Kyndra Fink 
gave birth to the cou- 
ple’s second child, a boy 
named Elijah Evergreen. 
Both children are in 


good condition at a 
Billings, Montana, hos- 
pital, and officials said 
David is still severely 
malnourished but able to 
eat on his own. 

The state of Utah still 
has custody of David, 
state Department of 
Human Services 

spokesman Randy 
Riplinger said. 

Montana authorities 
say both David and 
Elijah will be turned 
over to Utah officials as 
soon as their medical 
conditions allow. 


KARACHI (AFP) — At 
least 12 people were killed 
as a general strike paral- 
ysed Karachi, where armed 
groups roamed the streets 
Wednesday sening fire to 
dozens of vehicles, police 
and residents said. Eight 
people were shot dead in 
the early hours and four 
late Tuesday in the runup 
to the strike, called by eth- 
nic Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement (MQM) party 
to protest at the killing of 
several of its activists this 
month. 

Two policemen were 
among the people shot 
dead Wednesday by groups 
of armed men, police said. 

Gunmen in a car 
ambushed a police patrol in 
the Defence Housing 
Authority urea along the 
seafront of Pakistan's 
biggest city, police said. 

In two other attacks on 
police vehicles in the city, 
three policemen and a 
paramilitary' soldier were 
injured, officials said. 

Victims of the unrest 
included three MQM 
activists whose bullet-rid- 
dled bodies, with hands 
and legs lied, were found 
by police, party and police 
sources said. 

Violence erupted 

overnight as gunmen 
roamed the streets firing 
into the air. The bands also 
torched vehicles to spread 
panic among people ahead 
of the strike. One ambu- 
lance canying an injured 
person in the eastern 
Korangi district was 
hijacked by gunmen, 
sources said. 

"More than 70 vehicles 
have been burned since 
Tuesday evening.” a police 
official said. Paramilitary 
troops and police in 
armoured vehicles were 
sent to worst-hit localities 
and several parts of the city 
were very' tense, residents 
said. 

Police launched a crack- 
down on violence and 
detained around 150 peo- 
ple including political 
activists at "hideouts” in 
different areas of the city, 
provincial minister Saleem 
Zia said. 

“We have beefed up 
security and put the author- 
ities on *alen,” Zia said. 

Almost all markets, shop- 
ping malls, small restau- 
rants and shops were 
closed. Public and private 
vehicles were off the roads. 


stranding thousands of 
people who come from sur- 
rounding areas to work. 

Few people reported for 
work at government and 
private offices, and educa- 
tional institutions were 
shut. 

Reports said commercial 
life was also hit in other 
cities in the southern 
province of Sindh, of 
which Karachi is the capi- 
tal. Ar least four people 
were injured by gunmen in 
Hyderabad. 

Factories lost millions of 
dollars worth of produc- 
tion, sources said. 

The Karachi Stock 
Exchange 100-Index suf- 
fered a fall of 58.04 points. 
The Index had closed at 
1054.49 on Tuesday. 

The MQM. an ally of the 
ruling Pakistan Muslim 
League of Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, called the 
strike after four of its 
activists were shot dead 
Monday. 

The party', which repre- 
sents Urdu-speaking 
Mohajir settlers, has been 
at loggerheads with a 
breakaway faction called 
the MQM-Haqiqi. 

The rivalry' since their 
1992 split has been blamed 
for most of the unrest in 
Karachi, where around 500 
people have been killed 
since June. 

The MQM claims federal 
intelligence agencies are 
backing the Haqiqi faction 
to break the main party’s 
influence in Karachi. The 
charge is denied. 

An MQM leader Kan war 
Khalid Yunus said 60 
members had been killed in 
the past six weeks. He 
warned the “invisible 
forces trying to eliminate 
MQM" to heed the “mes- 
sage” from Wednesday’s 
protest and stop the 
killings. 

MQM-Haqiqi leader 
Badar Iqbal, blaming the 
bloodshed on infighting 

within the main MQM 
itself, said his party had 
lost more than 150 of its 
activists since January last 
year. More than 3,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
political, ethnic and sectar- 
ian violence in Karachi in 
the past three months. 
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Avoid regional conflict 


ALL THAT Ankara seems to want from 
Damascus in order to restore friendly rela- 
tions is for Syria to stop hosting the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) leadership and close 
alleged training bases. The Ibrirfsh ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Suha Umar, dearly spelled 
ont the official position of his government 
when he said that all that his country seeks is 
to have Kurdish leader Abdullah- O cal an 
expelled from Syrian territory and an end to 
all forms of support for the PKK. Syria denies 
the allegation that Kurdish leader is residing 
in Syria. It should be relatively easy to deter- 
mine the whereabouts of Ocalan if the tension 
between the two neighbouring countries rests 
solely on this Issue. If there is a lot more to the 
tension than meets the eye, then simply 
redressing the dedared Turkish grievances 
would not rectify the standoff. 

To be sure, there is still a school of thought 
which cl aims that the strategic alliance 
between Israel and Tfcrkey may have some- 
thing to do with Tfrirkey flexing its musdes. 
Nothing would please Israel more than to 
have Ihrkey settle few scores with Syria on its 
behalf. Syria is viewed as waging a proxy war 
in southern Lebanon which has proved to be 
too painful for the Israeli government Syria 
and Israel have yet to resume peace negotia- 
tions. There is Uttle doubt that an Israeli- 
Turkish axis has rendered Syria more vulner- 
able to Israeli dictates. That is why Syria 
shonld not let itself be dragged to an armed 
conflict that will have dire consequences not 
only for itself but for the region as a whole. 
Neither Syria nor any of its neighbours, save 
Israel, have an interest in a new hot spot 
added to the many boiling points in the 
region. 

If war does indeed break out between 
Turkey and Syria, there is no way that such a 
military conflict could be quickly arrested. 
The first casualty could be Turkish- Arab rela- 
tions. Turkey is a secular state where religion 
is not allowed to play a pivotal role in deter- 
mining the course of its policies towards the 
rest of the Muslim World. The long-term 
prognosis is indeed alarming should Turkey 
and the Arab World come to loggerheads over 
key regional issues, especially water, security 
and stability. That is why the Hirkish-Syrian 
crisis needs to be contained before it gets 
worse. What is called for then is high states- 
manship and long-term vision. The way to go 
about these objectives is to hold a summit of 
all Middle Eastern leaders as soon as possible 
including, of course, those of Syria and 
Tbrkey. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra Vs Fahed Fanek discussed the reasons behind the 
4.5 per cent drop in Ionian’s imports during the past 
seven months. The price reduction of imported Iraqi 
raw oil and the drop in price of imported vegetable oils 
are among these reasons, he said. The decision to raise 
local pharmaceuticals prices decreased the differences 
between local and foreign pharmaceuticals, which 
caused a 13 per cent diversion of local demand to 
imports, the writer .added. These factors and others 
improved the local trade balance and reduced shortage. 
However, there was a five per cent drop in imported 
machinery, which, according to Fanek, indicates that 
investment is slowing. 


A1 RaTs Tareq Masarwah asked whether the water 
coming from the Zai Water Treatment Plant is potable? 
He urged the government to publish official laboratory 
reports to calm people down, win their trust and end the 
controversy between the government and the 
Parliament over the issue. The new government has to 
agree, said the writer, that the former government’s 
actions towards such issues harmed its credibility and 
adversely affected Jordanians. Masarwah said water 
matters are sacred and should not be a matter of debate, 
because water is a basic need. He urged the new gov- 
ernment to be more transparent and credible than the 
last government in order to restore the nation's bust. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y.Majdoubeh 


The messy Middle-Eastern malaise 


WHETHER THE current unfortunate tension between 
Syria and Turkey escalates into military action (a limited 
one, in the opinion of many experts) or whether the crisis 
gets defused somehow, the fact (a sad one indeed) 
remains that the whole Middle East region has been, is, 
and will for a long time continue to be (unless and until a 
striking act of courage or common sense on part of lead- 
erships in the region) in bad, volatile shape. 

Relations among countries in our part of the globe have 
never been, and are not at this point, in the least satisfac- 
tory, let alone good, positive, or effective. Even during the 
sporadic periods which we refer to as normal (i.e. in the 
absence of war, tension and violence), they are anything 
but normal. Most countries are at best lukewarm toward 
each other, and they pay lip-service to the rosy slogans of 
unity, solidarity, integration, comglementarity, coopera- 
tion, co-ordination, fraternity, neighbourliness. etc. Many 
are not even on speaking terms with each other. 

The Middle East — with the peace process at a nasty 
halt, with the various tensions (now overt, now covert) 
among its various countries still deeply rooted, with so 
many disputes and problems still unresolved, with the 
existence in it of those who believe in war and military 
superiority as an effective means of survival and self- 
assertion, and with the presence of nuclear weapons — is 
in fact a very dangerous place. 

One of the most distressing facts about the Middle East 
situation today, however, is that the region, unlike many 
others in today’s world, has not progressed much over this 
whole century, which is fast co min g to an end. We still 
live with the same old mentalities that have plagued us for 
so long, we still adopt the same outmoded approaches that 
have failed us so man y times, and we still cherish the 
same unrealistic and false dreams. The Middle East 


region is not only hopelessly factionalised and deeply at 
odds with itself, but it has not evolved much, despite the 
minimal/ disparate improvements here and there. Our 
archaicness or obsoleteness is a real problem. 

But the Middle East is also parasitic. For its sustenance 
and survival it looks away from itself to others. Rather 
than rely on itself and realise its own potential, it follows 
in the steps of others. Rather than dig into the so many 
mines and treasures with which it has been blessed, it 
begs meagre, petty handouts from others. The Middle 
East is wealthy and privileged: in its oil, water, mineral 
and human resources; in its geographic location and 
demographic wealth; in its cultural and historic legacies, a 
etc. The great tragedy is that the region's tremendous* 
potential is not realised, the efforts are not well coordi- 
nated and the resources and privileges are not put to good 
use. This is why the region looks poor and insignificant, 
despite its so many vital resources and privileges. 

And the Middle East is adolescent and unsophisticated. 
Until now, we have not learnt to sit down and address our 
differences, disputes and problems in a mature, civilised 
manner. Real dialogue is absent, and unless someone 
from outside the region intervenes (even tins at times does 
not work), we cannot resolve our differences. 

The Middle East is also selfish and short-sighted, with 
each country looking after its own individual interest, for- 
getting that the interest of the one is part and parcel of the 
interest of all. 

What I am saying is that the real tragedy of today’s 
Middle East lies not in the fact that there are differences 
and crises between this and that country in it, but that such 
crises and differences are the direct result of a collective 
unhealthy political, cultural, sociological and psychologi- 
cal condition, a condition for which the Middle Eastern 


countries themselves are primarily to blame. • 

The world has changed. The more erfcgbtened parte of 
it have learnt not only to overcome differences and to . 
transcend petty individual inhibition, but :tisoro make 
use of resources and to coordinate efforts effectively. We 
in the Middle East need to do tbe same.and we can. 

Western Europe is a great example. There was a tune 
(not long ago) when the Western European countries _ were 
at odds with themselves, when they were also tragically 
factionalised, and when they acted detractive y. But in 
the past couple of decades especially, they have learned to 
repress and control their prejudices and to channel their 
mutual efforts and coordinate their resources to the bene- 
fit of all. 

The peoples of the Middle East have the right to a bet- 
ter life, just like the peoples of Western Europe have. 
They want, first, safety and security, not for one nation or 
state but for all. They reject hegemony and superiority 
(military, nuclear, etc.). They want cessation of hostilities 
of all kinds, for stability and security are prerequisite for 
a healthy and prosperous life. But, they also want devel- 
opment, progress, and prosperity. 

This will not happen until the Middle Eastern region 
begins to think of itself as a region, as a unit. And it will 
not happen unless it takes seriously not only dialogue to 
cease border hostilities and overt tensions but also dia- 
logue to root out the inner bickering, jealousy, and covert 
hostilities. Above all, however, it will not happen unless 
its states learn to sit down and plan for an overall future, 
one based on the principles of mutual respect, mutual 
interest, and mutual destiny; of sharing, coordi n a tin g, liv- 
ing and letting live; and planning for the benefit of the 
region as a whole. 


Jerusalem life 


Daoud Kuttab 




Look at the fingers not the tears 


A sound apology 


THE MEDIA, whether Arab, Israeli or 
foreign has been busy covering the 
visit of the U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine AJbright to the region. But 
the frenzy of the media has not been 
matched by a similar interest by tbe 
people of the area. The level of apathy 
and scepticism of Palestinians today is 
perhaps unmatched in any other period 
since tbe peace process began. Despite 
the possibility of a breakthrough, 
political activists, as well as average 
Palestinians are paying little attention 
to the recent political discussions. 

Ghassan Khatib, director of the 
Jerusalem Media and 

Communications Centre explains to 
me that this apathy is very natural con- 
sidering all the disappointments 
Palestinians have experienced. 
Politicians know that if any compro- 
mise will be made it will be made in 
Washington and not in the region. 
Khatib states that average Palestinians 
are ahead of the politicians’ in their 
prediction that with the present Israeli 
government no change will take place. 
Whether it is 13 per cent or 10 per 
cent. Palestinians feel that such talk is 
way below their minimum expecta- 
tions. Even the most optimistic have 
lost hope in even seeing movement on 
that small scale. 

Recalling the story of the birds look- 
ing at the hunter with frost induced 
tears in his eyes. Khatib repeated what 
one bird told the other bird. “ Don’t 
look at their tear-filled eyes, look at 
their fingers on the trigger.” 

The source of Palestinian scepticism 
today is not only based on an emotion- 
less political analysis. All a Palestinian 
has to do is try to travel from one loca- 
tion to another and the anti-peace real- 


ity of the Israeli government hits him 
or her in the face. At a time of proven 
PNA actions against armed Islamic 
militants, the Israeli security forces 
continue to revert to unproven travel 
restriction measures affecting the 
entire Palestinian population. A triple 
closure has been in effect while 
Madeleine Albright has been travelling 
from Jerusalem to Jericho to the Beit 
Hanoun junction near Gaza. The regu- 
lar closure in effect since March 1993 
has barred entry of Palestinians into 
Jerusalem and Israel without permits. 
Since September 10. and after Israel 
assassinated two Hamas activists, 
Palestinians with travel permits were 
forbidden entry. 

We were told that this closure was a 
short-term precautionary act. This clo- 
sure affected Palestinians who work in 
Israel as well as business people, doc- 
tors and journalists. About a week later 
the closure was slightly relaxed. For 
humanitarian reasons, we were told, 
doctors were allowed to get special 
permits. Journalists — accredited jour- 
nalists — and a few thousand workers 
were allowed into Israel. Last week 
this easing of the closure was reversed. 
Citing intelligence reports of threats of 
violence, the closure was tightened 
again. The new policy extended the 
closure to the few business people, 
doctors and workers who had teen 
allowed to move around. Now we are 
told that the 2J> million Palestinians 
will not be allowed to move into 
Jerusalem and Israel or between Gaza 
and the West Bank until after the 13th 
of October when the Jewish Succor 
holidays will be over. Of course during 
this entire period, this apartheid-like 
closure order has not affected the 


Jewish settlers who live in the 
Palestinian areas. Their movement has 
never teen affected even when a loca- 
tion like downtown Hebron was under 
curfew after the recent violence in the 


To the editor: 


This Palestinian apathy, will make 
the work of leaders much more diffi- 
cult. The fear is that if a future agree- 
ment fails to affect the lives of 
Palestinians on a day-to-day basis, few 
will give it the support it needs, if pris- 
oners are not released, safe passage 
ways opened, if settlements and land 
confiscations don’t stop and the econ- 
omy doesn't improve, then how can 
Palestinians believe in the peace 
process. 

Until recently Palestinians were gen- 
erally supportive of the peace process 
in the knowledge that even with the 
ups and downs that go with negotia- 
tions, the general direction the process 
was taking was to their liking. 

This attitude has changed. No longer 
do average Palestinians feel that the 
process is going in the right direction. 
Through this growing apathy more 
Palestinians are indicating their lack of 
faith in the process as a whole. And for 
these people, it is no longer important 
whether the Israeli pullback is 10 or 13 
per cent or whether President Clinton 
can muster a breakthrough. 

Albright is right about the impor- 
tance of time. As time goes by without 
major tangible progress in die peace 
process, short-term breakthroughs will 
not be enough to turn Palestinian scep- 
tics of the peace process into believers 
in it. Sustained, tangible and sincere 
efforts are needed to make the 
Palestinian majority believe that peace 
is at hand. 


I WOULD like to commend the government, especially 
tbe information and interior ministers, for the public 
apology they offered Monday for any mistreatment of 
foreign workers by individual security personnel during 
die roundups of workers last week. Their apology was an 
act of significant political and national dignity, . self-con- 
fidence, maturity, humility, and responsibility — precise- 
ly the character traits and political values that we expect 
from our government and that have always defined tbe 
best aspects of Jordan and Jordanians. It is not easy for 
officials and governments to make such apologies; it 
takes great courage to do so, and our government should 
be commended for having the courage and honesty to act 
in this way. Equally important, I hope that steps are taken 
to make sure that the initial unfortunate incidents of mis- 
treatment do not happen again. 


Rami G. Khouri, 

- - Amman. 


Punish honour crimes 


To the editor: 


I CONTINUE to be shocked by reports abour honour 
killings in Jordan. The last case I read about particularly 
worried me, because one of the women was raped and 
(fid not engage in sexual intercourse freely. While l 
understand that according to Islamic law premarital sex 
on the part of a woman is punishable by death, I believe 
that being raped precludes a woman from this law. 
Leniency granted by die judicial authorities for the mur- 
derer in this particular case is wrong. For die woman to 
have gone to the authorities, requested police protection, 
been released on the guarantee of safety by the police 
and then to have been murdered upon her return home 
while Dot punishing her murderer places our police force 
in a bad light To restore it's credibility harsher sentences 
should be imposed for these crimes. 


Yasar Atiyeh, 
Amman* 


Developing world 

The European connection 


Riad Al Khouri 


FROM BEIRUT — Living and working 
in Lebanon has always provided me with 
interesting contrasts to the rest of the 
region. Lebanon is in fact much closer to 
Europe in its culture than is tbe rest of 
the Arab Mashreq. 

Things like Saturday-S unday weekends 
and going off summer time along with 
European LTnion countries in late 
October remind you that in many things 
the Lebanese look West. 

This also includes business. Lebanon 
continues to rely heavily on the EU for 
the lion's share of its imports. These 
were close to half of total Lebanese 
imports in 1997, with Italy (providing 13 
per cent of Lebanon’s imports) and 
France (10 per cent) being Lebanon's 
largest suppliers. The picture for 
Lebanese exports is somewhat different: 
the EU only buys about a fifth of these, 
with the French (taking seven per cent of 
Lebanese exports in 1 997) and the 
Italians (three per cent) trailing 
Lebanon's top two customers, SaucD 
Arabia (15 per cent) and the UAE (nine 
per cent). If we also keep in mind that 
Syria (six per cent) buys double the 
Lebanese goods that go to the U.K. — 
the third largest EU buyer from Lebanon 
— and that even Kuwait (five per cent) 
and Jordan (four per cent) outstrip 
Britain as customers, we can see that 
Lebanon also looks to the Middle East 
region for business. In fact, the Arab 
World takes almost half of Lebanon’s 
exports, and adding on other regional 
economies brings this to over 52 per 
cent. 


However, this kind of comparison is 
somewhat misleading if we don't remem- 
ber that Lebanon’s merchandise exports 
are equal to only nine per cent of its 
imports. In other words the EU’s half of 
Lebanon’s imports is over ten times the 
value of the Arab half of the country’s 
exports. Not that this negates Lebanon's 
strong economic links with the Arab 
World, which covers part of the country’s 
merchandise trade deficit by heavy pur- 
chases of services such as Lebanese 
tourism etc. Nevertheless, the European 
connection remains vital to Lebanon, and 
this will be strengthened with the eventu- 
al signing of an ELT-Lebanese association 
agreement in the Euro-Med framework. 
Such accords have already been finalised 
with Morocco, Tunisia and Jordan; and 
negotiations are proceeding with Syria 
and Egypt. The interesting question is, if 
Lebanon is so close to Europe, business- 
wise and otherwise, shouldn’t it have 
been one of the first of the twelve 
Mediterranean economies to sign a Euro- 
Med accord? Although this might possi- 
bly have been true in the 1960s or early 
70s (had a Euro-Med process existed 
then) when Lebanon’s links with the 
West were far more developed than those 
of other Arab Mashreq economies, the 
Lebanese civil war years of 1975-91 have 
changed this picture. Today, Lebanon’s 
unique pre-1975 position as a major plat- 
form for cultural and technology transfer 
from west to east and business link 
between the Mashreq and Europe has 
been bypassed by Syrians, Jordanians 
and other Arabs strengthening their own 


direct connection with the West. At the 
same time, Lebanon has slipped in some 
things, including the efficiency of its 
economic administration. This has been 
especially true of Lebanese customs, an 
area where a lot needs to be sorted out 
before the pace of EU-Lebanese partner- 
ship negotiations can be accelerated. 
This will require serious reforms in light 
of the Euro-Med agreement. 

The customs administration plays a 
crucial role in the Lebanese economy. In 
fact customs is the largest source of state 
revenues, at around 44 per cent Customs 
behaviour helps to determine the effi- 
ciency of Lebanon’s transit import and 
export trade, thus affecting the country’s 
competitiveness. 

The Lebanese government has regained 
control over customs after their domina- 
tion by militias in 1975-91, and a lot has 
been done since to improve the situation, 
during the past two years or so in partic- 
ular. As of September 1997, a new sys- 
tem has reduced the number of steps in 
customs clearance from thirteen to four. 
According to the new procedures, it only 
takes up to five days for goods to be 
released from customs. In fact, ten per- 
cent of goods now go through customs 
with no inspection at all, reducing the 
number of steps from four to three. 

These goods follow a “green line.” 
Other imports goods go through a “red 
line.” where up to 100 per cent of any 
consignment can be physically inspected. 

Since 1995, other reforms undertaken 
have included concentration of tariff 
rates from 75 to 12 brackets, consolida- 





tion of categories of imports from 5,000 
to 1,700, and consolidation of tariff and m - "S - 
other fees into one. T • '■■■ 

Nevertheless, further reforms of the - 

laws and official requirements need to be 
addressed. For example, customs offi- 
cials earn low salaries, and incentives . : 

and compensations are rarely link ed to ^ - : 
effort and productivity. In other .words, -'"'y 
the salary scale is hardly a deterrent w . • 

bribes. Moreover, political patronage has 
reduced the formal merit system hence •'£ \ 

resulting in rent-seeking -activities- . 
Allowing corruption to compensate for ~ 

low wages breeds inefficiency. y'-i—. 
Unfortunately, with a large budget deficit - - 

and high debts, the Lebanese government 
has no financial resources to improve the 
salary scale. Hence, the current policy j < k v 
implies that the government has opted for ( 

a low- wage- bill- with -high -corruption 

equilibrium. **.*.”: '• 

Which brings us back to relations with ^ ' fI ’’ 

Europe: until many issue-s in Lebanon’s ; 
customs regime and fiscal system in gen- ? .'"c.:,, - ;• 
era] are sorted out, further serious nego- 
tiations with the EU are going to be ; 

tricky. The more these changes a# j 
delayed, .the more Lebanon will slip . * ’ 

behind the rest of the region. The pm- 
1975 days when Lebanon was touted a* j" ^ ■■ 
the Switzerland of the Middle East are 
l°og gone. The Lebanese nevertheless 
still have a lot going for them, particular- k, 
ly regarding their rapport with Europe' 
but a tremendous amount needs to be v,? 
done to preserve this connection a oo £ - 

build on it, - ’■*** 


K-: 


u- »i - .- 




"< W | . .'■^.0 


» h 
- ll* - P* 




This week 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 8-9, 1998 



^dinate r-ft' ^ Ul ^ 

‘Sierr.Pn ' TW 1 * 

^ en ihe; 

f> ac «?d ^ a| W U 
,re judic e ; i) KkJ* 

lt E SU) h; 

; !e ‘ 

-> *6111 ^ Sllfc 

Bui. 

>pent\ - 

^pT™E,”S' 
ies ' : 

■} -" ■*«!!>« 


Promotions, celebrations and all that jazz 



rTERs 

^ dpology 


^ lh= S^wwne* fe 
t n f ^n»«trxi w *!: 

! '. n ‘““-‘ ■ or &) mim^ 

?' 3u “ 'ecunr. 

,T: 

{ >- fS'tV. 

u • juMiaij." 

• d 

nc • i:i ?M5s 

i* 'j.h iMe 

.'*■>• ,'J' ;-''.irrJKlri 

-r — - --r-^daijiiws.. 

i - of :r.j; ■*£ 
n^: -: ■.•Tjpjeiriad*:- 
r 

Rami G.Jr 
t 

oncur crima 


■ U2S! Y Ceks a PP° inin ient of 
Maiek A. Kabann as head „f the No, tonal 

Centre For Energy Research at the Hi a her 
Council for Science and Technology i 0 (d us lit . 
tie about this young engineer. So here it is 
US-educated Kabarid, 44. obtained his B Sc 
from the Universiry of Texas ai Arlington and 
an M.Sc . from the University at Morgantown 
in West Virginia. Both degrees were in mechan- 
ical engineering. Kabariri's professional 
career began m 1977 as a research assistant at 
the Royal Scientific Society's Renewable Ener- 
gy Research Cemre. He was gradually promot- 
ed and from 1995 until his appointment to the 
HCST he was director of the centre. It has been 
tin RSS policy to encourage promotions from 
within first. Kabariti specialises in research 
and development, solar energy, and the heat- 
ing and cooling field. 


**** 

NATIONAL DAYS: The German commu- 
nin' in Jordan celebrated the anniversary of 
their country's unification early last week, 
with some guests still celebrating the recent 
win of Social Democrat Gerhard Schroeder as 
the new chancellor. Ambassador Peter Mende 
and lus wife Margaret hosted a reception at the 
Radisson SAS Hotel offering up typical Ger- 
man fare including schnapps and German 
sparkling wine. There to congratulate the 
Mendes were Minister of Public Works and 
Transport Nasser Lawzi. former minister of 
water Munther Haddadin and former planning 
minister Rima Khalaf. Haddadin said he was 
heading to one of the U.S.'s ivy league 
universities to give a lecture on water diplo- 
macy. 

A£SO CELEBRATING a national day 
anniversary were South Korean Ambassador 
Lee Kyung Woo and his wife at their residence. 
Again the guest list included senior officials 


and counterparts atul friends from the diplo- 
matic community. 

•*** 

COMM UNI GATING: With the academic 
year back in full swing, the Institute of Diplo- 
macy, in cooperation with the Dublin-based 
MacBride Roundtable on Communication and 
the Med- Media Jans tune Network here in 
Amman, is organising a mundtuble on "Cul- 
ture and Communication: A Global Informa- 
tion Society." The November 23-25 event will 
bring together communications academies and 
practitioners to address the challenges and 
opportunities brought about by the rapid 
developments in global communication tech- 
nology, while focusing on the future. Coordi- 
nating the themes und papers to be presented 
are ID President Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber. 
MacBride Secretary General Scan O'Siochru. 
and Med Media Director Tudor Ltwuts. The 
keynote speaker will be HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. 


VISITING DANES: Visiting Jordan this 
week are 49 members of the Foreign Policy 
Society of Copenhagen. Arriving tmlay in 
Aqaba via the ferry from Egypt, the group, ted 
by .society director Klaus Carsten Pedersen, is 
expected to be received during their stay by 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, at the 
Royal Court. Due into Amman for the occasion 
of the visit is Lars Blinkenhcrg, non-resident 
Ambassador of Denmark residing in Syria. The 
group will visit the Institute of Diplomacy and 
meet with several political figures. On Satur- 
day Honorary Consul General for Denmark in 
Jordan, Tawfiq Kawar will host a reception at 
the Radisson for the group, which includes for- 
mer Danish ministers, retired government and 


army jtcrsoiinel. donors, lawyers, unnendy 
professors. writers and journalists. Kawar has 
invited many Jordanians whit will Inne an 
opportunity to meet many of their Danish 
counterparts. State visits to Denmark by The if 



Ted & Barbara DeJournette 


Majesties King Hussein and Queen \o> >r 
(April 19981 atul Their Royal Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hasson and Princess San nth 
(June 1998 ) iuive enhanced bilateral relations. 
Prince Hassan delivered the keynote address 
to the 7th International Conference on the His- 
tory and Archaeology of Jordan sponsored by 


the University of Copenhagen and attended by 
Queen Margrcthc II. He also addressed the 
Foreign Policy Society, whose honorary presi- 
dent is Crown Prince FrederiL Besides their 
meetings, the visiting group will tour Petra and 
Jerash. Their visit ends on Oct. 11. just ahead 
oj a visit la Jordan by the Danish Armed 
Forces chie f of staff. 

**** 

MISSION AT HAND: Around 80 Rotary 
Club members from all over Israel are in Jor- 
dan on a humanitarian visit. The group 
includes Israeli Arab Rotations: four couples 
from Marar. three from Rtinuj, one from Haifa 
and one from Nazareth. This is not the first 
visit of Rotarians to Jordan: a few years ago 
the Inner Wheel, which is the women 's branch, 
visited, and there was a visit from the Nazareth 
branch as well. On Tuesday evening, the 
Rotarians gathered for a dinner attended by 
HRH Prince Ra 'ad Ben Zeid and some public 
Jignres. There were a few ter.se moments when 
a controversial deputy was reported to have 
given a Jew Jewish members of the group a lec- 
ture about the policies of their prime minister. 
According to the offended party, the Rotarians ’ 
mission is humanitarian and suers clear of 
politics. Today the group is to meet Jordanian 
Rotarians. Perhaps that encounter will go 
more smoorh/v. 


TURNING GREEN. There’s news of 
utueher honorary consul — businessman 
G hassan Talhouni — who represents the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in Jordan. Tal- 
houni Jons another hat with his appointment 
last week as environment advisor to the 
Amman Municipality. His plan is to open a 
public suggestion box to encourage citizen 


involvement in keeping their city clean. So 
stan those letters coming, 

**** 

SADDLE UP: In Jordan to compete for the 
Horse EruJurance Race sponsored by Emirates 
Airlines are UAE Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rashid A I Maktoum, and his 
sons Sheikhs Hamdan, Maktoum and Rashid 
Ben Mohammad. Also taking part is Sheikh 
Ahmad Ben HumeidAl Nuweimi, the son of the 
Emir of Ajman. The ev ent will start tomorrow 
( Friday f at 6:00 a.m. in Wadi Rum. The race is 
being held under the patronage of HRH 
Princess Alia Bint A l Hussein, president of the 
Royal Jordanian Equestrian Federation. 
Around ]J3 participants from nine countries, 
plus observers, referees and veterinarians will 
be part of this all day event expected to end at 
S:00 p.m. 


SO LONG : Anyone who became hooked to 
Jordan Radio’s Jazz Inflight programme will 
be sad to learn that show hosts Ted and Bar- 
bara DeJournette have returned to Washing- 
ton. Barbara, who had an already full load of 
work as U.S. Information SenJce administra- 
tive officer at the embassy in Amman, will 
become responsible for personnel for foreign 
national employees in U.S. diplomatic mis- 
sions in the Near East. The couple ’s radio pro- 
gramme — a soothing respite both in presenta- 
tion and musical selection — uoj aired for 
about a year and a half. We heard Jordan 
Radio has taped some of the programmes, so 
we'll still be able to listen in on the DeJour- 
ne tie’s as if they were just next door. 

— Jennifer Hamameh 
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The ‘backbone’ of 
origin of speech 


By Edward Ashpole 

THE HUMAN species miked 
ks way our of a prehistoric life 
that was brutish and short The 
making of stone tools and 
weapons led to ample technol- 
. ogy, aod, eventually, to civilisa- 
tion — but only alter human 
language; had ■ developed. pn» 
origin of human language wasa 
major event in earth’s history 
but can it ever be discovered in 
the fossils of our ancestors? The 
answer may be yes. 

Dc Ann MacLamon, of the 
Roefaampton Institute in Lon- 
don, a specialist in the spinal 
column and cord of humans and 
apes and their prehistoric ances- 
tors, has found anatomical evi- 
dence that our direct ancestor. 
Homo erectus. who had a brain 
about two-thirds the size of 
ours, may have been incapable 
of human language. This runs 
counter to a general assumption 
that human language probably 
evolved in Homo erectus. 

ft is obvious that chimps and 
gorillas do not possess the vocal 
anatomy to articulate words but 
it seems drat they also lack the 
neural networks — acomputer- 
like programme in the brain — 
which support human language. 

Scientists have taught them 
sign language and various com- 
puter techniques to communi- 
cate with us but only in a very 
basic manner: Yet it is not only 
the brain and the vocal anatomy 
that the great apes lack. They 
also lack sufficient nervous tis- 
sue in their spinal cord for the 
fine control of breathing essen- 
tial for human speech. 

Dr. MacLamon has found 
that Homo sapiens have a rela- 
tively larger spinal cord than 
apes.and monkeys in the region 
dial controls the rib cage. The 
spinal cotd passes through the 
vertebrae of the backbone and 
nerve fibres leave it to control 
the body and receive sensations. 

Because Dr MacLamon bad 
spent years studying the verte- 
brae and spinal cords of apes 
and h umans, she was asked to 
examine the fossil vertebrae of a 
Homo erectus skeleton discov- 
ered in Kenya. The skeleton of a 
young male (known as 15K) is 
1.6 million years old and the 
most complete ever to be dis- 
covered. (Homo erectus is 
known to have lived in Africa, 
Asia and Europe from 1.8 mil- 
lion to 350,000 years ago). 

In the process of stuping the 
fossilised skeleton, the scientists 
involved with its discovery were 
puzzled by the relatively small 
size of the canal in its vertebrae 
through which the spinal cord 
would have passed. The leader 
of the group. Brinsh-bom 
anthropologist Professor Alan 


Walker, knew of Dr. 
MacLamon ’s work and asked 
her to examine the vertebrae. 

She found thai the canal is 
about as narrow as that in 
today’s great apes, whereas fos- 
sil vertebrae of early Homo 
sapiens, of about 100.000 year^ 
ago, have spinal canals twice 
f-.the sizeccopipBiable with ours, j 

The conclusion reached was 
that the Homo erectus which 
lived in Kenya 1 .6 million years 
ago did nor have rhe nervous tis- 
sue in its spinal cord for the fine 
control of breathing needed for 
human speech and language. 

“Homo erectus may have 
spoken only in short, laboured 
sounds,” say's Dr. MacLamon. 
“Fine control of breathing, par- 
ticularly control of expiration, is 
essential for human speech. 
Long phrases and stressed sylla- 
bles, complex intonation pat- 
terns and other linguistic fear 
lures all involve delicate control 
of air pressure.” 

It seems therefore diar our 
spinal cord which houses the 
nerve cells that control our 
breathing when we speak, must 
have evolved between the 1.6- 
miliion-year-old Kenya skele- 
ton and fossil evidence of 
Homo sapiens which is 100,000 
years old. This may seem a 
large gap of uncertainty fcwt the 
period of uncertainty was a kx 
larger. 

The questions once asked 
were: Did Hon» habiJis (able 
man) who lived in Africa two 
milli on years ago have lan- 
guage? And whai about the 
species of upright ape-like crea- 
tures, tte Ausunlopithecines, 
which flourished on the savan- 
nahs of Africa from five to two 
million years ago — bow did 
they communicate? 

One species among the sever- 
al AustraJopittecines must have 
been the direct ancestor of 
Homo habilis. Homo erectus 
and ourselves. But the fossil 
vertebrae of Australopithecines 
examined by Dc MacLamon all 
have spinal cord canals similar 
to today's apes. 

Her anatomical data on the 
vertebrae of humans and apes, 
and our fossilised relatives, does 
provide a new and direct way to 
tackle this very oki question 
about the origin of human lan- 
guage. Yet more precise dating 
requires more fossil vertebrae 
between the earliest Homo 
erectus and the earliest Homo 
sapiens, although vertebrae are 
not the best bones for fossilisa- 
tion. Nevertheless, the fossil 
evidence must exist — it is just 
a matter of time before anthro- 
pologists find iL 

— London Press Service 
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Don’t panic, but here comes the next one 



By Jack Schofield 

ITS THE next big thing 
since the last big thing, 
which might have been 
Sony’s MiniDisk or 
Philips's Digital Compact 
Cassette or DAT Audio 
Tape, or CD-interactive 
(CDi I. or Video CD or what- 
ever. Thai little. ILsr shows 
how hard it is to launch a 
' newiormaL, be it ‘for music, 
films or computer software. 
Many consumers have suf- 
fered from previous “format 
wars” — notably the battle 
between VHS and Betamax 
videotape systems. They 
know it’s expensive to back 
a losing formal and don’t 
want to make the same mis- 
take twice. But with the 
launch of DVD the con- 
sumer electronics industry 
seems to have learnt the 
same lesson. 

Simon Heller is a market- 
ing consultant working for 
the DVD Committee, a 
British suppliers' group, 
which is about to launch a 
publicity campaign. It is, be 
says, an example of “compa- 
nies putting aside their own 
sales and marketing strate- 
gies for the good of the for- 
mat.” In this case, Sony, 
Philips. JVC. Panasonic, 
Pioneer and Toshiba are all 
on the same side, and it’s not 
hard to understand why. 
Compact cassette tapes have 
been around since the 1960s, 
video tapes since the Seven- 
ties. and CDs since the early 
Eighties. By now they are all 
“mature” formats, which 
means most potential buyers 
have already got one and 
don’t really want another. 

What the suppliers want is 
a new format that will keep 
production lines turning for 
another 20 years. Film stu- 
dios and content suppliers, 
retailers and magazine pub- 
lishers like the idea as well. 
If you once bought all your 
favourite records on vinyl 
and then bought them again 
on CD, the industry loves 
you. Similarly if you’ve 
bought all your favourite 
movies on VHS tape, you’ll 
want to buy them again on 
DVD- Video disc. And that’s 
be caus e DVD will provide 
higher quality, greater ease 
of use and more durability 
and — this is the lesson 
learned by manufacturers — 
DVD players will also play 
your audio CDs. The con- 
sumer pays, but everyone 
wins. 

DVD has the same basic 
format as CD, which has 
been sensationally success- 
ful since it was launched by 
Philips and Sony in 1982. 
DVD will thus benefit from 


some of the huge economies 
of scale that have helped 
make CDs so cheap to pro- 
duce plus the ready supply 
of storage boxes, racks, and 
high-street shops with the 
right-sized shelves. 

DVD is different, because 
computer technology has 
moved on in the pasr 16 
years and it's now possible 
to put much more data on 
the same size disc. This 
increased capacity is useful 
in itself but DVD doubles it 
and has the capacity to dou- 
.ble it again. The first dou- 
bling comes about because 
where audio CDs have only 
one layer of data. DVD can 
have two layers, one on cop 
of the other. When the laser 
in the playing equipment 
reads the top layer, the bot- 
tom layer is out of focus, 
and vice versa. (In fact, in 
the laboratory, it’s already 
possible to read disks with 
many more layers of infor- 
mation). 

The second doubling 
comes from an even simpler 
idea: use both sides of the 
disc. DVD, unlike CD, 
allows for double-sided 
discs. Expanding the disc's 
capacity solves the main 
problem with the CD for- 
mat. While it had enough 
capacity to hold one or even 
two vinyl LPs, it couldn’t 
manage a full-length Holly- 
wood film. Using data com- 
pression, about 74 minutes 
was the best you could get. 
Using two discs meant Joe 
Sixpack had to get up to 
change discs while watching 
a film, and real couch pota- 
toes couldn’t be expected to 
do that. 

But DVD has so much 
more capacity than CD, it's 
possible to do much more. 
Since one layer of data on a 
DVD- Video disk can hold a 
movie lasting 135 minutes, 
it’s possible to put four films 
on a dual-layer, double-side 
disk. This has practical 
applicatioas. It meaas that, 
for example, publishers can 
put a TV-style f'pan & 
scan)” version of a film on 
one layer and a widescreen 
(“letter-box)” version on 
another. The extra capacity 
could also be used to pro- 
vide different cuts of a film, 
censored and uncensored 
versions, up to nine different 
camera angles, or “branch- 
ing" videos with multiple 
storylines. DVD also has 
space for cinema-style 
sound tracks using six loud- 
speakers (left/centre/right, 
two rear speakers, and a sub- 
woofer for extra bass), dif- 
ferent language versions, 
subtides, captions for chil- 
dren, lyrics for karaoke and 


so on. Of course, not all 
DVD disks are going to have 
these features — publishers 
have to pul diem in — but 
the capability is there. And 
as with CD, there are many 
other potential uses, which 
is why manufacturers are 
calling them Digital Versa- 
tile Discs rather than Digital 
Video Discs. In tact, the 
more rapid adoption may 
not be in DVD players but in 
the personal computer and 
games console markets. 
Datamonitor predicts that in 
five years 78 per cent of the 
software bought by Euro- 
pean consumers will be 
delivered on DVD-ROM 
instead of on CDROMf 1 1 . 

Fujitsu, Japan’s largest 
computer company, 

launched the first computer 
with a built-in DVD-ROM 
drive at the end of 1 990. and 
DVD drives started to 
become popular in the Unit- 
ed States last year. Mass 
market computer companies 
such as Time and Gateway 
are already offering PCs 
with DVD-ROM drives here 
and read/write or recordable 
drives may also become 
popular. But versatility can 
also create confusion. For 
example. Panasonic, one of 
the format’s leading Japan- 
ese backers, touts the fact 
rhat its DVD-RAM comput- 
er drive can read DVD- 
ROM. DVD- Video. DVD-R 
(recordable), audio CD. CD- 
ROM. CD-R, CD-RW 
tread/write) and Video CD 
formats, and it foresees the 
time when DVD-RAM dri- 
ves are small and cheap 
enough to use in video cam- 
eras. Richard Todd, Pana- 
sonic's U.K. spokesman, 
says: “DVD is all encom- 
passing." 

Although computer 
read/write drives can't pro- 
duce DVD discs that can be 
read by today’s DVD play- 
ers, “eventually, the aim is 
lhat all the DVD formats 
will be compatible and inter- 
changeable with each other.” 
There has already been a 
spat between backers of dif- 
ferent types of writable 
DVD, but Todd says the 
DVD-RAM version that 
Panasonic uses has been 
approved by the DVD 
Forum, the organisation that 
controls DVD standards. He 
reckons the not-approved 
DVD+RAM system, pro- 
posed last year by Philips 
and Sony and others, should 
now be called something 
different, like PC-RW (for 
Phase Change RcadAVritej. 

There’s another spat brew- 
ing between different 
approaches to audio. As well 
as playing today's audio 


CDs. DVD players could be 
used to provide better sound 
reproduction, by using much 
higher sampling rates and 
storing a more accurate 
record of the music. A DVD 
Forum working group is due 
to decide on a DVD- Audio 
standard this month and it is 
clearly not going to support 
another proposal from Sony 
and Philips called SACD 
(Super Audio Compact 
Disc). Andy Clough, the edi- 
tor of What Hi-Fi? maga- 
zine, says he expects the 
working group to allow for 
three different ways of stor- 
ing hi-fi on DVD. “and two 
of them won’t play on exist- 
ing DVD players’? The one 
dial will play on almost all 
of them — multi-channel 
Dolby Digital — is, he says, 
“more oriented towards sur- 
round sound than straight 
audio.” It may appeal more 
to home cinema buffs than 
hi-fi purists. Super Audio 
CD does have an appeal. 
Since the DVD format pro- 
vides for two layers of data, 
it says, why not use one for 
DVD-Audio and the other 
for CD? That way, the same 
disc will run in both types of 
player. SACD’s advantage is 
that music publishers * will 


only have to produce, and 
consumers will only have to 
buy, one dual-format CD. 
Aware that standards battles 
are anathema to consumers. 
Philips’s spokeswoman, 
Marijke Van Hooren, is 
ready to put a Dutch finger 
in the dyke. SACD. she says, 
“is still a technology discus- 
sion. We’re showing the 
world why we think it’s a 
good solution for backwards 
compatibility, and back- 
wards compatibility with 
audio CD is very important. 
But we haven’t entered into 
any product discussions yet, 
and you cannot exclude the 
possibility that the two 
groups will find a solution." 

As for the different 
read/write formats, van 
Hooren points out that most 
are aimed at professional 
uses like disc mastering and 
computer storage, which are 
of no relevance to con- 
sumers. “You need to have a 
world standard for DVD- 
Video and DVD-ROM,” she 
says. “But a DVD-RW 
(read/write) format for con- 
sumers. where you really 
need far more storage capac- 
ity, we don’t see that hap- 
pening in the next two to 
three years.” Like the DVD- 


Audio format, DVD-RW is 
still under discussion, and 
some onlookers doubt that it 
will ever be a practical way 
for consumers to record tele- 
vision programmes^). 

Indeed, D-VHS, a data 
version of good old audio 
tape, may turn out to be 
more attractive. The manu- 
facturer JVC launched its 
first D-VHS recorder in the 
United States this summer 
and a D-VHS tape — which 
looks just like a normal VHS 
tape — can record seven 
hours, 21 hours, or 49 hours 
of video, depending on qual- 
ity. Digital Compact Cas- 
settes weren't a success, but 
digital VHS tapes may be a 
different story. In sum, while 
DVD may one day turn out 
to be a universal panacea, at 
the moment it’s mainly just 
a better way of playing back 
movies for those who want 
it, and can afford it. So what 
should consumers do? "It’s 
very simple,” says Andy 
Clough of What Hi-Fi? “Sit 
back and wait! It’s early 
days yet, and 1 think there’s 
a lot of mileage left in audio 
CD. It’s not going to disap- 
pear overnight.” 

— The Guardian 


The age of reason 



By Jean-Claude Elias 

THIS YEAR marks the eighteenth anniversary 
of personal computing. The first PCs appeared 
towards the beginning of 1 980, and from a tech- 
nological point of view the progress has been 
absolutely flabbergasting. The performance of 
the machines, their storage capacity, their 
speed, the diversity of the tasks they can per- 
form. and above ail their user-friendliness have 
been dramatically improved However, the 
most spectacular transformation may well be 
the change of attitude and mentality of the typ- 
ical PC user. 

Word PnTcessing IWP). probably the most 
widely used applioition. has not only made tra- 
ditional typing obsolete, it has also changed the 
way we dunk and write. In small and medium 
enterprises managers often prefer to "type” 
their correspondence using a WP programme. 
instead of asking their secretary to do it. Com- 
munication and confidentiality are greatly 
improved this way. In the same manner elec- 
tronic spreadsheets have made financial analy- 
sis. bank statements and pricing studies a breeze 
to do. In summaiy. Office Automation (OA) is 
now a reality, with all its implications, including 
unfortunately its negative impact on unemploy- 
ment 

OA and Internet are the two main compo- 
nents of the PC revolution. Not only offices are 
equipped with these two applications but a large 
number of households too. With such an impor- 
tant penetration of PCs everywhere, one may 
think that the man-computer relationship is 
smooth and easy. But somehow, even after 18 


years of existence, personal computing doesn’t 
seem to haw reached the age of reason. 

In addition to understandable technical diffi- 
culties and problems, there is still miscommu- 
nicarion and misunderstanding in the PC world. 
It happens between the users and their 
machines, between the users and the computer 
professionals and between the professionals 
and the industry. It ranges from ample mal- 
functioning of hardware and software to igno- 
rance of a programme's suitability for a given 
task, incompatibility, lack of information, mis- 
information and perpetual modifications to sys- 
tems. 

When they are unable to access the Internet, 
users remain puzzled and can’t tell if the 
modem is down, if the telephone line is to 
blame or if the software is not correctly set up. 
When Microsoft releases a new version of Win- 
dows even seasoned professionals have to 
spend sometime ironing out its idiosyncrasies 
not to mention bugs. Cross-platforms true com- 
patibility (between different machines, software 
and operating systems) is still an elusive dream. 

Perhaps the main reason why personal com- 
puting hasn’t yet reached the age of reason is 
the feet that its industry is still in full accelera- 
tion. Maturity involves a certain dose of stabili- 
ty. Currently, information technology is any- 
thing but stable — it is moving ahead and 
undergoing changes at lightning speed. Neither 
PC users nor the industry are to blame for this 
lade of maturity. It is just a situation we have to 
accept and it is not necessarily a bad thing. In a 
way, it is like being young for longer than you 
expectft. 
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for expatriates — minister 
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price index down 
to 163.09 points 

By Tareq Ayyoub 


AMMAN — The contin- 
ued decline in the share 
price of the Arab Bank at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM; reflected nega- 
tively on the stock 
exchange and led to a 1.57 
points drop in the AFM's 
general price index, bro- 
kers said Wednesday. 

The stock exchange’s 
daily bulletin indicated 
that the price index stood 
at 163.09 points compared 
to 165.69 on Tuesday. 

The bulletin showed that 
the Arab Bank, the King- 
dom's largest financial 
institution, lost JD4.75 
during Wednesday's trad- 
ing. down to JD20 1 .25 
from JD206. 

Mohammad Bilbeisi. the 
general manager of a bro- 
kerage firm, said the con- 
tinued fall in the share 
price of the Arab Bank was 
responsible for the retreat 
in die overall performance 
of the stock market. 

“Foreign investors 
resorted to sell some of 
their Arab Bank shares but 
the supply did not attract a 
similar demand in the mar- 
ket," Bilbeisi told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“Political developments 
in the region weighed 
heavily on the market and 
added more difficulties to 
the AFM,’ ! the broker said, 
referring to the recent 
Turkish-Syrian crisis and 
the stalemate in the peace 
process between the Pales- 
tinians and the Israelis. 

The broker noted that 
some “improvement” is 
expected to take place next 
week and that might acti- 
vate the market “for a short 
period of time." 

“Experience has taught 
us that continuous declines 


or increases in share prices 
are followed by a period of 
recovery or correction, 
which we expected to take 
place either on Sunday or 
Monday," Bilbeisi said. 

“The prices have regis- 
tered an extremely low 
level which is a attractive 
for all investors. I think 
something is going to hap- 
pen next week," he said. 

But the broker said that a 
“general recovery” in the 
market cannot be predicted 
in the short run, “because 
that depends on the perfor- 
mance of the companies by 
the end of this year,” the 
general manager added. 

“Economic recession in 
the country, modest profits 
recorded by local firms in 
the first half of this year 
were responsible for dis- 
couraging investors and 
brokers towards AFM’s 
firms,” he added. 

But despite the drop in 
the price index, the AFM's 
turnover almost doubled 
during Wednesday's activ- 
ities, which recorded 
JD1.06 million compared 
to JD5 13.548 on Tuesday, 
said Naim Naqeeb. another 
broker. 

He indicated that a trans- 
fer of shares totalling 
JD465.842 was registered 
on the shares of the Indus- 
trial Development Bank. 

Arab Bank share of the 
turnover amounted to 
JD43 8,440. the broker 
said. 

Out of the 19 commer- 
cial banks operating in Jor- 
dan, shares of only seven 
were traded during 
Wednesday’s activities," 
the bulletin showed. 

The parallel market 
recorded a very low 
turnover, which amounted 
to JD36.027. 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's interior minister said 
the country was paying a 
“high price” for foreign 
workers and urged Saudis 
not to shun any job offered 
to them, the official Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) report- 
ed on Wednesday. 

Prince Nayef Ben Abdul 
Aziz told a meeting of 
Saudi businessmen that the 
kingdom was taking steps 
to ensure more Saudis take 
up jobs currently held by 
foreigners and said authori- 
ties may soon announce 
new measures to boost the 
employment of nationals. 
SPA said. 

“We appreciate those who 
come to our country and 
work with lis. But, of 
course, we pay a price for 
those who come from 
abroad and it is a very high 
price, both positively and 
negatively,” SPA quoted the 
minister as saying at the 
meeting in Riyadh on Tues- 


WASHINGTON iR) — 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan on 
Wednesday raised the 
prospect of further cuts in 
interest rates to keep the 
U.S. economy on track in 
the face of a looming credit 
crunch triggered by global 
financial turmoil. 

Greenspan told an econo- 
mists' group the Fed was 
virtually certain the U.S. 
economy would slow from 
its still-solid pace, particu- 
larly because lenders 
appeared to be holding on 
to their purse strings in the 
face of increasing econom- 
ic uncertainty — thus 
depriving even viable com- 
panies ' of much-needed 
capital. 

“We are clearly facing a 
set of forces that should be 
dampening demand going 
forward to an unknown 
extent,” Greenspan told the * 
National Association for 


day nighL 

“His highness expressed 
the hope that Saudi nation- 
als would work in all 
fields...and not shun any 
job, and explained that if 
we turned down those jobs, 
□on-Saudis must take 
them,” it said. 

Oil-rich Saudi Arabia is 
eager to replace many of 
the estimated six million 
foreign workers — who 
make up one-third of the 
country's population — 
with its nationals. 

The government has told 
private firms employing 
more than 20 people to 
increase their Saudi staff by 
five per cent a year. 

A Saudi newspaper said 
in August that some 
7 50,000 workers had been 
expelled since an amnesty 
for foreigners working ille- 
gally in the kingdom 
expired in October 1997. 

Diplomats have said 
many Saudis still frowned 


Business Economics. “This 
is a time for monetary poli- 
cy to be especially alert” 
Analysts read Greenspan's 
remarks as indicating the 
Fed’s readiness to continue 
cutting rates to both prevent 
an economic crash and 
boost liquidity levels in jit- 
tery capital markets. 

The Fed last week cut its 
key short-term interest rate 
by a modest quarter-per 
centage point to 5.25 per 
cent to cushion the effects 
of a global financial crisis 
on the U.S. economy. But 
many in financial markets 
deemed the cut insufficient 
to fend off the economic 
slump that has hurt many 
parts of the world. 

“He's certainly opened 
the door to another rate 
cut,” said Diane Swonk, 
economist at First Chicago 
NBD, after listening to the 
speech, adding that the Fed 
would need to monitor 
events as they evolve and 
react to them as warranted. 

The Fed next meets to 
debate interest rates on 
.Nov. 17. but some Fed 
watchers read Greenspan’s 
forthright speech as open- 
ing the door to a possible 
rare move even before that 
— a highly unusual step 
which the Fed has not taken 
since 1994. 

John Silvia, chief econo- 
mist at Scudder Kemper 
Investments Inc. in Chica- 
go, said such a move could 
not be ruled oul 

“What he's telling us is 
that we don’t know what it 
is going to take to keep the 


upon doing manual labour, 
although attitudes were 
slowly changing. 

Prince Nayef said priority 
must be given to employ- 
ment of Saudis in security- 
related jobs in hospitals, 
banks and hotels. 

"There is no justification 
that non-Saudis should 
work in security in these 
places.” he said, without 
elaborating. 

The interior ministry may 
soon announce a list of jobs 
in which only Saudis could 
work, be added. 

Prince Nayef also said 
vocational training was an 
important tool to boost the 
employment of Saudis and 
urged local companies to 
help in training nationals. 

He said a committee con- 
sisting of several ministers 
had been set up to study 
youth employment and said 
guidelines would be issued 
within two months. 


economy moving ahead. 
Because of aU these 
unknowns, there’s a lot 
more of a possibility of an 
inter-meeting move.” he 
said. 

Greenspan's comments 
briefly helped to boost the 
prices of inflation-sensitive 
bonds which had suffered 
losses overnight. 

Key U.S. stocks also trad- 
ed higher. 

Greenspan said a 
“marked shift in investor 
psychology away from risk 
and toward liquidity and 
safety has exacerbated the 
problems in foreign mar- 
kets, where deflationary 
forces remain virulent” and 
had spread to U.S. financial 
markets. 

“It is pretty obvious that 
the outlook for 1999 for the 
U.S. economy has deterio- 
rated measurably,” he 
warned. 

. While insisting that a full- 
blown credit crunch was 
still a distant danger, 
Greenspan recounted U.S. 
companies’ mounting prob- 
lems to raise capital 
because scared lenders pre- 
ferred to hold on to their 
cash — to an extent that he 
had not seen in some 50 
years of looking at the 
economy on a daily basis. 

“This risk aversion is 
showing up as increases in 
equity premiums and the 
cost of capital for capital 
investment,” Greenspan 
said 

Describing the situation 

(Continued on page 9) 


Sic Jffrb Center 

Accredited Studio & 
workshop courses 

Course TMame 

IJ'Cau rse Descri 

Drawing in 
pencil (1) 

Shading in pencil to crest the three dimensional perspective; 
drawing the still life such as flowers and fruit baskets. 

msm 

Drawing in 
pencil (2) 

Differentiating between colors in pencil drawing to produce 
tonalities of color still life such as glass and metal shapes. 


Watercolor 

(1) 

Understanding color theory. Painting of color still IHe using 
the basic color technique of painting on dry paper. 


Ceramics 

(D 

Initial Instruction in basic decorating and engraving tech- 
niques. handbuilding of simple objects and ware. 

'f*. J, 1 

Ceramics 

(2). 

A continuation of instruction in traditional handbuilding 
techniques; initial Instruction in glazing techniques. 

j * * 

Sculpture 

(1) 

Building sculpture in clay over a wire armature, then making 
the mold to produce the permanent sculpture. 


registration call : 5 529 1 


U.S. may cut interest rates again 



Maior Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices a 

s at ...... 

mm 

B 18:45 


USD 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

mum 

K&i 

FRF 

US Dollar 


1.6127 

0.5888 

1.3181 

123-84 

1.5296 

1595.90 

1.8202 

5.4139 

DE Mark 

0.6201 

m 

0.3648 


76.91 

0.9478 

987.68 

1.1272 

3.3529 

GB Sterling 



. 

£2385 

210.81 

2.5979 

2708.02 

3.0895 

9.1901 

CH Franc 



0.4463 

- 

94.12 

1.1599 

1208.84 

137.91 

4.1024 

JP Yen 

0.0081 

1.3007 

0.4747 

1.0635 

- 

1.2340 

12.87 

146.74 

4.3632 

CA Dollar 


1.0482 

0.3795 

0.8636 

1.23 

- 

1036.38 

1.1818 

3.5154 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0110 

0.3689 

0.0826 

1289.16 

0.9583 

- 

11.40 

3.3901 

NL Guilder 

0.5494 

88.67 

0.3235 

72.47 

68.05 

0.8409 

876.86 

- 

2.9732 

FRF 

ranc 

0.1847 

0-2982 

0.1088 

243709 

22.88 

0.2827 

33.64 

33.6400 

- 



. 

Aiddle E 

astern Currencies 


■ 


Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 




US Dollar 

. 

0.7090 

3.7507 

0.3770 

3.6400 

0.3022 

3.6728 

1502.00 

3.4055 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

_ 

5.2901 

0.5317 

5.1340 

0.4262 

5.1803 

2118.48 

4.8032 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

. 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0806 

0.98 

400.46 

0.9080 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 


9.9493 

- 

9,66 

0.8016 

9.74 

3984,30 

9.0336 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

1,1 LMi 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0830 

1.01 

412-64 

0.9356 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.3091 

UWH 

12.4113 

1.2475 

12.05 

- 

12.15 

4970.22 

0.9356 

Emirates Dinar 

0,2723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0823 

- 

408.95 

0.9272 

Lebanese/1000 

0.67 

0.4720 

2^1971 


2.4234 


2.4453 

- 

2J673 

Eov 


0.2936 

0.2082 

1.1014 

HE1 

1.0689 

RBI 

1.0785 

441.05 

1 





Mid-East Curre 

ncies 



Oils 

Last 

B535B 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

Brent 

0.00 

0.00 


S A Riyal 

0.2666 

0.4301 

0.15698 

0.35156 

33.0469 

W. Texas 

15.29 

15.57 


AE Dirham 

03723 

0.43923 

0.16031 

0.35901 

33.7484 

Bonny 

0.00 

0.00 


KW Dinar 

3.3091 

5.33903 

1.94818 

4.363 

410.172 

Dubai 

13.49 

13.77 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.Z7899 

1.56177 

3.49773 

328.839 

UL Gas 

146.00 

146.00 


CY Pound 

2.0844 


1.2279 

2.7482 

258.417 


Metal P 

rices 





u 

bor Fixi 

m 

rjfl 

Metal 

mum 

Offer 



Period 

-1 - 

-3- 

RGB 

mi 



297.8 

298.3 




Month 

Months 



Silver {oz"s) 

5.07 

5.1 




5.4375 

5.3711 

S.1875 

4.9688 

Platinum (oz’s) 

346 

348 



GBP 

7.4531 

7.3125 

7.1250 

6.8750 

AL (3 Months) 

1336 

1337 


- 

JPY 

0.3281 

0.3789 

0.4141 

0.4453 

CU (3 Months) 

1610 

1614 



DEM 

3.5000 

3.5625 

3.5508 

3.5000 

Zinc (3 Months) 

990 

995 



FRF 

1.3281 

1.5000 

1.5508 

1.5938 

Lead (3 Months) 

522 

524 



CHF 

3.5000 

3.5410 

3.5352 

3.5273 

Ml (3 Months) 


3910 



ITL 


4.7660 

4.2080 

" 


i 


i 

i 

I 

i 

l 


i 

i 


Energy 


Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 

Coffee (c/lbs) 

106.58 

Spot 

Cocoa (5/ton) 

1969 

Spot 

Sugar ($Jt on) 

215 

Spot 

Wheat (Sfton) 

120 

Spot [ 

Soya (c/lbs) 

24.6 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

125 

Spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice ($/tofi) 

415 

Spot 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Currency 

msm 

Sell 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Sterling 

1.1879 

1.1938 

DE Mark 

0.4327 

0.4349 

CH Franc 

0.5262 

0.5288 

FR Franc 

0.1291 

0.1297 

JP Yen 

0.5445 

0.5472 

NL Guilder 

0.3838 

0.3857 

ri Lira 

0.4376 

0.4398 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan. , 


Tillawi highlights Messe Frankfurt fair 


MESSE FRANKFURT and L Tillawi & 
Sons Company held a- press conference 
Tuesday at the Marriott Hotel. Mohammed 
Tillawi delivered a speech in which he said 
that Messe Frankfurt is growing rapidly and 
that it now has 10 large halls with 25 floors. 
Messe Frankfurt, he 

added, hosts 55 trade fairs in Frankfurt and 
17 trade fairs in other places around the 
world 

Tillawi said* “Messe Frankfurt exhibition 
grounds are situated favourably in regards to 
transport facilities and can be reached very 
easily. Either comfortably by car (direct 
connection to motorway) or by public trans- 
port The distance to the airport ranges at 
about 20 minutes by car, from Frankfurt 


main train station you can reach Messe 
Frankfurt in about 15 minutes by foot In 
total the exhibition grounds cover 400.000 
square metres, the available indoor area 
amounts to 274.000 square metres. 

Messe Frankfurt exhibition grounds are 
clearly structured If required they can be 
divided up into three sectors of events. All 
halls are connected indoors by the “Via 
mobile," that leads you to your destination 
fast and comfortably. 

Messe Frankfurt is continuously exerting 
all efforts to cooperate and coordinate with 
all airline companies to facilitate and ease 
travel arrangements for business travellers 
who are and will attend Messe Frankfurt 
trade fairs and exhibitions. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Fine-grained 
mineral 
5 Gnn 
lO Closely 
confined 

14 Square 
measure 

15 Employer 

16 Abu Dhabi 
leader 

1 7 Gibson garnish 

19 Rod Stewart 

hit. ’Da Ya 
Think I’m ?" 

20 Trademark 
jeans 

2 1 Lead-ins 
-o Shows up 

26 Leak stopper 

27 Put out the Pro 
1*8 Nobel Prize 

winner Elie 

29 Mosey along 

30 Wmer Cather 

31 Med. personnel 

34 Motown 
Marvin 

35 Telephones 

36 Wild nme 

37 Way in: abbr. 

38 Sweet treat 

39 Unit of 
magnetic flux 
density 

40 Incompetent 

42 Annie Sullivan's 
pupil 

43 Obviously 

45 Superlatively 
skeletal 

46 Tight spot 

47 Rio de la _ 

46 Icelandic saga 
49 Poisonous 

slither* 1- 

54 Airline to Tel 
Aviv 

55 Smell 

56 Satiate 

57 Florida islands 

58 Wanders 
randomly 

59 So what is 

new? 


DOWN 

1 Keg feature 

2 Exist 

3 Poetic pasture 


TM5P*uzSast3ao(com 

1 

2 

3 

A 

1 

H 

« 

7 

a 

9 

| 

10 

11 

12 

13 

u 




15 





16 




' 7 




IB 






19 





n 





■ 








2t 

M 





B 

re 







?? 






■ 








s 





■ 

” 





■ 

31 

32 


34 




■ 

35 





■ 





■P 



■ 

30 





■ 

n 












■ 

4.* 






43 

44 






■ 

45 







45 






■ 






H 

40 




1 

49 

5C 






51 

52 

53 
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Rosemont, PA 


4 Site of Mary 
Queen of Scots 
imprisonment 

5 Jostled 

6 Short skirts 

7 'The Black 
Prince" author 
Murdoch 

8 Lion’s name 

9 South African 
golfer 

10 Mashing tool 

11 Ireland 

12 37th President 

13 Secret meeting 
16 Landing place 

■on a river 

22 Astronauts’ grp. 

23 Saying 

24 numerals 

25 Rolling Stones 
hit 

26 Foolish 
23 Oscar or 

Cornel 
30 Palely 

32 Paris 

33 Show surprise 
35 San Francisco 

ride 
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0 

m 

0 

□ 

□ 

a 


□ 

m 

b 

□ 

H 

10 

□ 

Q 

□ 

□ 

a 

a 

0 

0 


□ 

0 

D 

n 

0 

□ 

0 

□ 

0 

B 

0 

0 

□ 

0 

□ 

0 

□ 

□ 

0 

H 

0 

□ 

□ 

0 


B 

□ 

□ 

Q 

a 


a 

□ 

0 

0 

0 

□ 

0 

j 

q 

□ 

n 

m 

0 

□ 

0 

B 

□ 

0 

□ 

0 

□ 

n 

0 

0 

0 

C 3 


0 

□ 

0 

0 

a 

0 



0 

□ 

□ 

0 

a 

□ 

0 

a 

□ 


□ 

□ 

a 

0 

0 


m 

□ 

B 

a 

0 

0 

E 3 

0 

0 

□ 

0 

T 

0 

n 

0 

D 

B 

□ 

0 

a 

0 

0 

a 

0 

a 

0 

□ 

ci 

0 

□ 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

m 

D 

□1 

0 

D 

□ 

□ 


□ 

m 

□ 

0 

□ 

0 

0 

a 

01 

D 

□ 

□ 


0 

m. 

□ 

0 

□ 

□ 

0 

□ 

0 

0 

□1 

0 

□ 

□ 


0 

0 i 

□i 

□ 

□ 

0 

□ 

Q 

0 

0 

EH 

0 

□ 

0 


0 

m 

□i 

□ 

0 

0 

0 


iC|i*M r«una Seno& W: 


36 Trust 

38 Sandburg or 
Sagan 

39 Temporary 
shelters 

41 T.vangy sounds 

42 Eucalyptus 
eaters 

43 EHronterv 


44 Soup dispenser 

45 Point a finger 
47 O.T. book 

50 Gold in 
Madrid 

51 in the 
Family^ 

52 rang wins, briefly 

53 Ogle 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF, 



accidentally got some lime shaving 
gel in my mouth. Does that count 
as one of my five fruits a day?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike AigMod 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour Quinary words. 


LOFOD 


□ 

LX3 



ENSIO 




j EVIDID 


u 


mm 

B 

ESS9 


u 


mm 



kzi* 

V* 

V , 4Un!urnis hs< 

A**- 


H s 7 a 30« 
'*£ n , lts is 
- ° Un -=0m.jo 


WHAT THE VIO- 
LINIST PLAYEP ■ 
WHEN H15 GIRL- 
FRIENP LOST 

interest; 



*9 Aoy 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


—cnxnj niiTr i 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow? 
Jumbles: INKED YIELD NOVICE TWINGE 
Answer: Studying outside on a sunny day will get you 


this — KNOWLEDGE 
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^ A review of news from the Arabic Press 


PNA wants Jordan to be the eastern gate 
for tourists coming to Palestinian areas 

- isa v r / vm n ft « v » . . 
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**■ the Palestinian National Authuniv 

iPNA) is seriously seeking to haw JorJan 
become (he easa.m gate for Palestinian 
foiirisro whether through ihe Queen Alia 
International Airport or tourist buses. PNA 
Tourism Minister Mini Abu Ayu said. The 
minister said he reviewed with Jordan’s 
Tourism Minister Akel Beltagi the Jordanian 
experience in the field of tourism as both sides 
have common elements and their experiences 
are almost similar especially in marketing. 
-Legalisations related to tourism were also 
discussed so as to benefit from the Jordanian 


experience in this regard,” Abu Ayta added. 

Asked to evaluate the tourism ties between 
Jordan and the PNA, Abu Ayla said that 
before 1967, nearly 600.000 tourists visited 
Jordan compared to only 100,000 visitors to 
LsnRrl. ‘This requires a higher degree of coop- 
eration with Jordan so as tlic Kingdom would 
become the tourism gate for Palestine." he 
said stressing that the economic agreements 
signed between Israel :irid the PNA in Paris 
emphasise that Jordan is the crossing point for 
tourist groups goina to Palestine (A1 Dus- 
touri. 


Asian crisis cited as the main reason 
in prices of cars in Jordan 
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SuC^ss Rales 


** ACCORDING TO Hasson E*layyan, gen- 
eral manager of the Huyndai company in^Jor- 
dan. prices of all types of care have declined by 
between 10 and 20 per cent. He attributed the 
dmp to many factors, mainly the fall in Asian 
currencies and the weak-demand for ears as a 
result of economic (recession) witnessed bv 
various world countries. Furthermore, he saw 
the competition in a saturated local market as 
jnother reason for the decline in prices. 

E'byyan saw the general car dealers as rep- 
resenting unfair competition to the car agents 
and demanded that the consumers be given 
protection because the car dealers do not abide 
by Jordanian specifications and do not provide 
the aftersale services. 

Sami Asfour, general manager of the Volvo 
company in Jordan said Volvo cars were not 
affected by the fall in prices but he admitted 
that demand has noticeably dropped. However, 
Asfour did not see car dealers harming the ■ 
company’s business because “it is difficult for 
traders to import our cars (Volvo) to car shows 
in the Kingdom.” 


Asfour attributed the low volume of sales to 
higher customs duties and the buyer’s empha- 
sis on the price more than the specifications of 
the car. Another reason cited by die Volvo agent 
w as that regional offices are not :ii!owed to buy 
cars which have more than 2000 cc capacity 
and that licensing fees on these eats were 
raised. 

Hasson Tabhau. the general manager of A1 
Tawfiq Automobiles and Equipment Compa- 
ny pointed to the Asian crisis ;ls a reason lor the 
drop in the prices ol cars. 'The Asian crisis liits 
negatively affected the car prices and invest- 
ments in vehicles.” he said. Tabbaa added that 
still uimpetitiun in tiur small Jordanian market 
has forced the agents of world car companies 
to lower the profit margin in an attempt to 
eseqv the general recession tit the market 

He revealed that the government will issue 
special speciftcatiiMts for cars before the end of 
the year. Such a step will organise the trading in 
the car market and improve the level of speci- 
fications for imported cans (AI Ra'i + Ad Dus- 
lour). 


ARIES: (March 21 to April ' _ 

19) Always spend money as HORC 

if you didn't have enough. 

Then you’ll have enough FORFrAST FOR THl 1 
when something unexpected f OK THU 

comes along. You hme ly Unda C BLuk. Tr 

pinching pennies. The tnck y ^ 11 

is to do it because you want to, just for fun. And think of 
something neat to buy for yourself that’s not already on 
your list With this procedure, you may be able to swing it. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a good day for dis- 
cussing financial matters. The subject may come up at work 
or at home. Let people know how you’d like to have the 
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Greenspan 
sees U.S. 
economy 
slowing 

(Continued from page 8) 

in the U.S. economy as 
“fluid," he added; “We do 
not know how far it will go, 
or how much it will affect 
consumer and business 
spending here at home.” 
Most forecasters — includ- 
ing the International Mone- 
tary Fund and the National 
Association for Business 
Economics — expect the 
U.S. economy to grow by 
(idle more than two per cent 
in 1 999, after growing by an 
estimated 3.5 per cent this 
year. 

For now, Greenspan 
acknowledged the domestic 
economy was still in good 
shape and labour markets 
still unusually tighr. 

“The truth of the matter is 
we’ve got an economy 
which as of now...is really 
still quite an impressive 
.sight,” he said, even though 
he acknowledged that the 
manufacturing sector had 
been hit by falling exports 
and rising imports from 
Asia. 

Greenspan's overall tone 
represented a major shift 
from only a few months ago 
when most Fed officials 
warned repeatedly against 
economic overheating 
caused by excessively tight 
labour markets and urged 
banks to tighten up lax lend- 
ing standards. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 221 You're doing 
pretty well right now, but 
don't get cocky. Your plans 
look good, but they can get 
fouled up on a technicality. 
Don't overlook the details; 


is to do it because you want to, just for fun. And think of that’s the sort of thing that could sink the ship. Also, be care- 

something neat to buy for yourself that’s not already on ful if you travel, especially this afternoon. First, check your 

your list With this procedure, you may be able to swing it. belts and hoses and gasoline level. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a good day for dis- SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Quick thinking 

cussing financial matters. The subject may come up at work is required today, as well as quick action. You'll have an 

or at home. Let people know how you’d like to have the opportunity to make a really good deal, but you’ll have to 

money disbursed. They’ll spend too. much if you. don’t. ^ be^firm and decisive. A person who's selling or buying 
You’re good at figuring out how to get the best deals 'tor*' ^yunTBe, and tfiat’syouf advantage. You decide whai’s the 
your resources at hand, so definitely put in your two cents’ best price and talk the other guy into it. This will be easy. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You're feeling bener as the 
day goes on and things get checked off your lists. Keep 
busy; even do the stuff you’ve been putting off. You'll be 
amazed at how your life lightens up. If you've been having 
trouble thinking clearly, that could be the problem. The stuff 
you postpone or ignore has a way of clouding your think- 
ing. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The moon going into Gem- 
ini spurs you even more toward education. Gemini has insa- 
tiable curiosity, and that'll rub off on you. Some of your 
most interesting discoveries today will be through the 
grapevine. To make sure your own secrets don't get spread 
all over town, keep them to yourself. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You're a great team captain 
and today you’ll get to prove that again. You've got a big 
job. and you're under pressure to make it happen. You’ll 
have to motivate others to help, or the whole tiling will go 
splaL Well, success is supposed to be just on the other side 
of splaL So even if your team goofs up. don't you give up. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're strong, 
assertive and opinionated. That could come in handy today, 
since you’re likely to run into an argument. You may think 
it’s the other guy’s fault, but that’s only half the story. You 
like to stir things up once in a while, too. So if you get into 
a fight, take responsibility and make sure it has a positive 
outcome. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) People 
want to tell stories today. That happens to be one of your 
favourite occupations, too. but be caretul not to do it during 
working hours. There’s still plenty that must be done before 
tomorrow. If you do finish it today, there will be more time 
for playing tomorrow, which is a much better idea anyway. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20; You had a bit 
of a free ride yesrerday, but that’s drawing to a close. Your 
luck holds this morning, but by afternoon hard work is 
required to achieve your goals. Don’t despair. This too will 
pass. Meanwhile, explain what you’re trying to accomplish 
for the ziUiomh time lo a person you thoughi was smarter. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your luck is 
improving, and holds good for the next several days. A 
recent frustration is starting to fade. Conditions haven’t 
changed all that much, but your attitude is shifting. You’re 
starting to feel like you can handle anything. You’ll be even 
more powerful tomorrow, so do the planning now and make 
your move then. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Don’t procrastinate 
today. A normally easy job could become practically impos- 
sible later, as distractions keep you from focusing your 
attention. It’s hard enough for you to focus attention any- 
way, so do as much as you can now, while conditions are 
righL You'll be able to tell the difference once they change. 

Birthstone of September: Opal — Tourmaline 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April rr > ~ 

19; Intellectually, you’re 

amazing right now. You're - 

also good in a practical R)RBCASTFORfRI 

sense. You can see an oppor- 

tunny to increase your r 

income and move on it L _^ — ' — 

quickly. You'll also be able to figure out what needs to be 
done in less lime than usual. The number of possibilities that 
could appear increases greatly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Again, the conversation is 
lively. Money’s involved, and how to distribute the work- 
load.' The person who does the most doesn’t always make 
the mosL Today, it looks like the person who does the best 
thinking and figures out how to use resources the most wise- 
ly will be most generously rewarded. That could be you. 


today and you're absolutely briliianL You’re making an 
excellent impression on a person you admire. You’re an 
excellent conversationalist ail of the time, but today, you’re 
awesome. You're a teacher and a student simultaneously, 
and having a great time. Cover as much ground as possible. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21.) This phase may not be all 
that comfortable, but you’re getting a lot done. What you 
don’t know how to do, you can leam. Even jobs that used to 
be intimidating will seem routine. You’re breaking through 
barriers. You’re changing, growing, becoming wiser and 
more highly skilled. Don’t be bummed out by the pressure. 
Rejoice in it 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) The preparation you did yes- 
lerday will start to pay off today. If you didn’t do any prepa- 
ration, you're going to have to think on your feeL The action 
is fast and furious, with lots of changes going on. You’re 
pretty lucky right now, so you should come out smelling like 
a rose. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) People will be in 
talkative moods coday. That’s interesting, but it could be 
counterproductive. If you can manage to keep them on task, 
you could be richly rewarded. You're one of the few people 
with the ability to take on a challenge like this. Keep them 
focused and you could wind up with a big bonus. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Looks like things 
will go a little better for you today. There were a couple of 
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~ r ~] bugs 10 woric 0U L but you've 

It .1 - s : V done that by now, right? You 

should have smooth sailing 

iv7ir*midri) « from here on out If you get 

UL IvHM&k y, ^ a chance to take off early on 

m Media sirric^, h&' r ] a weekend mp. do iL Travel 
^ conditions are much better 

now than they were yesterday. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) There’s more 
than enough information flying around today. Your job to 
detennine whether it’s accurate and whether you can use iL 
People will be interested in talking, so if there’s anything 
you want to know, just ask. Meanwhile, the opposite is also 
true. If you want anything to remain a secret, keep it to your- 
self. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This 


so why not? It’s a celebration, actually, of whatever you've 
accomplished by now. If you aren’t quite finished, push to 
get it done before the end of the day. A friend has a lot to tell 
you tonight, so make time to listen. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Somebody 
has the information you need. If you can get him or her to 
talk (and that should be the easy part), you’re in. The chal- 
lenge will be to steer the conversation in the direction you 
want it to go. Otherwise, you could waste a lot of time today 
listening to idle gossip. Be directive. You can get away with 
iL 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’re always 
intelligenL of course, but today you’re awesome. The 
advantage is in your charm. Not only do you have the facts 
straighL but you also have the support of just about every- 
one you meeL They want you to win. and that certainly 
doesn’t hurt. Now’s the time to ask for that really big favour. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You should be able to 
get something you want for your house today, but you may 
have to make that concession you’ve been avoiding. It looks 
like a loved one wants things a certain way and you have 
other ideas. Go along with your sweetheart and you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised. It’ll lock better than you thought it 
would. 

Birthstone of September: Opal — Tourmaline 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 



lOte jrfrtd dexter 

Studio & Workshop 
Courses 


;RTISE IN THIS 
TTON CALL 



5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 


Fax: 5693337 



Quality Serviced Suite* 


*One & Two Bedrooms *Fu»y 
Equipped Kitchenettes +Daiy & 
Long Stay *Bea8onable Rales 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : cryitald go.com.jo 


FOR 
RENT 

1 Deluxe Villas 

^ and Apartments 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hsfarat Complex 

tei. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
1 hourmrvkm m 
Devolop your bdiour 
at our shop and get - 

* JUMBO photo «b» 
30 % MfOfff. 

* Free en lar g eme nt 
20 x 30 cm. 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grtndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifleh Tel: 822891 



5684311- 
5699634 EXT 42 





L'oluner Restaurant 

* 


Abdoun 5929564 


mMz jftAJi fa— irta 

FRIENDS OF BAN! 
HAMIDA WOMEN’S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Ban! Ham Ida Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
« Rugs . Cushions 
• WolDiongtnga . Runners 

Open daily from 8:00 fill 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 tfU 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow St 

Tel.: 461 3081 Fax: 4613083 


jLm<xJox 


II At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


S® Iniscoh 

mjnvchy 

Unique designs... 
for i nique people 

Urn uihaira Tel.: 5511120 
Downtown Tel.: 4555817 
www. i rr.se eh . corn 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Recreation Center 

This Winter 

the best heated Pool 
and all the Fitness Facilities. 


ifour TrUad&j 



Tel: 5930054 

4th Circle, 

opposite Belgian Embassy 

disc ° unt ° n 
original CD's 

Now available 
"FRIENDS SERIES" 
and many more 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE THJEPHOfES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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Wadi Rum to host Horse 


Endurance Race Friday 


By a Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The annual Horse 
Endurance Race sponsored by 
Emirates Airlines starts from Quweira 
at 6 a.m. Friday for a 120-kilometre 
treck to Wadi Rum. 

Held under the patronage of HRH 
Princess Alia, -the race has brought 
together around 115 riders from nine 
countries: the UAE, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Iraq. Egypt. Spain, 
France and Jordan and is regarded the 
third richest race of its kind. 

There are around 70 participants 
from Jordan in addition to more expe- 
rienced competitors such as UAE's 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Rashed A1 Maktoura who won 
the event in 1995, his sons Ham dan. 
Maktoum and Rashed Ben 


Mohammad A1 Maktoura, and Ahmad 
Ben Huraeid AJ Nueimi. the son of the 
Emir of Ajman. 

Guests include UAE Equestrian 
Federation President Sheikh Sultan 
Ben Khalifeh Ben Zayed A1 
Nahavyan and Sheikh Ahmad Ben 
Saeed A1 Maktoum, the head of 
Emirates Airlines who have been 
sponsoring the race for the past four 
years. 

World Endurance Race champion 
Tareq Taher of Saudi Arabia is look- 
ing forward for a win in his first par- 
ticipation in Jordan. 

The Royal Jordanian Equestrian 
Federation has set a series of precon- 
ditions for participants including: 

- to have passed one of three quali- 
fying races held this year. 

- that the rider is not less than 16- 


years of age. 

- that the rider's and saddle's weight 
does not exceed 75 kilogrammes. 

- that the horse pass the veterinary 
exam at the end of the race and the 
four checkpoints along the way. 

International observers from the 
international federation as well vets 
from Britain and France will be on 
hand throughout the race which is 
expected to end late Friday evening. 

The prize-giving ceremony will take 
place in Aqaba on Saturday with cash 
awards set for the top 20 participants. 

The top participants qualify for the 
World Endurance Race which will be 
held in the UAE Dec. 9 with over 40 
countries taking part. 


NBA players plead their case 
but do not play their game 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
National Basketball 
Association players 
spoke in 15 cities 
Tuesday with the same 
message — do not blame 
us for the labour feud 
that threatens to wipe out 
the league season. 

On the day NBA train- 
ing camps were sched- 
uled to open, locked out 
players pleaded their 
case in their fight with 
owners on how to divide 
the spoils from a $1.7 
billion global sports 
industry. 

“It’s sad to see it come 
to this point but we’re 
not the ones who called 
this stoppage," Golden 
State's Muggsy Bogues 
said. “We just want a fair 
deal. You worry about 
the fans. The owners 
should 1 ; tool*' 

Talks are set to resume 
here on Thursday. But 
the NBA has canceled 
the entire pre-season 
schedule and plans to 
make the unprecedented 
move of canceling regu- 
lar-season games next 
week barring a last- 
minute deal. 

“If you ask me, it’s just 
a waste of paper” 
Charlotte's Dell Curry 
said of the NBA’s pro- 
posals. “I really don't 
see it happening next 
week or next month.” 

Fans got no good news 
from NBA commissioner 
David Stern, who said he 
is not in favour of play- 
ing a season of fewer 
than 60 games. That 
could mean that if the 
season does not start by 
early 1999, it might not 
open at all. 

“We're inevitably 
going to lose regular- 
season games,” Stern 
said. “My view is you 
should be playing a min- 
imum of 60 games. If 
you lose more than that I 
think you would really 
be taking a risk.” 

The centre of the fight 
is the exemption to the 
salary cap that allows 
clubs to re-sign their 
own free agents" without 
funds being charged 
against the team salaiy 
limit. 

That's how the Chicago 
Bulls could pay Michael 
Jordan. Scottie Pippen 
and Dennis Rodman the 
rich deals they wanted 
and still meet NBA rules. 

But as owners have 
started spending them- 
selves into financial 
trouble with long-term 
deals above $100 mil- 
lion. the league demands 
cost containment. 
Players reply they should 
not save owners from 



Chicago Bulls ace Michael Jordan 


themselves. 

Owners want a phased- 
in salary cap with no 
exceptions and a limit to 
how much of total NBA 
revenues are spend on 
salaries. 

Players refuse to sur- 
render the key to super 
salaries for stars, even 
with owners’ promises of 
more money available 
overall in the short term. 

Players claim owners 
are making plenty of 
money in revenues not 
shared with the union but 
enhanced by NBA teams, 
such as sponsorship 
deals for arena names. 

“This is clearly a 
money issue. The owners 
think they’re not making 


enough money. That's a 
ludicrous thing.” 

Philadelphia’s Theo 
Ratliff said. “We know 
as a union that the own- 
ers are generating more 


than enough revenue to 


cover all their expenses 
and make money on top. 
They basically want a 
hard cap. We'i 
going for that. 


re not 


“Those damn players 
are so greedy — that's 
what tne public will 
think,” Ratliff said. “But 
that isn't the case. We're 
not on strike. We’re 
being locked out ” 

At" least one player. 
Charlotte’s Bobby Phills, 
was confident of a full 


season. saying the 
urgency of tne situation 
would produce compro- 
mise. 

“It’s weird. The days 
go by and you feel like 
it's time to go to work,” 
Phills said. “But you 
can’t think about worst- 
case scenarios. When 
you do you start thinking 
pessimistically." 

The players’ pitch to 
the public came exactly 
five years to the day after 
Jordan made his short- 
lived retirement from 
basketball. 

Jordan is considering 
retirement again but said 
he will not decide his 
future until a labour deal 
is struck. 
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New York Yankees' shortstop Derek Jeter, right, throws to first for a doable play as 
Cleveland Indians’ Joey Cora is out at second base, as Chuck Knoblauch, left, looks 
on, during the first inning of game one of the American League Championship Series 
at Yankee Stadium in New York. David Justice was out at first (AP Photo) 


Yankees turn Wright into 
wrong in playoff romp 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
pounding imposed by the 
New York Yankees here 
Tuesday in the first game of 
the American League finals 
had Cleveland asking how a 
pitcher so Wright could turn 
out to be so wrong. 

The Yankees hammered 
Cleveland starting pitcher 
Jaret Wright for five runs in 
the biggest first innin g in AL 
Championship Series history 
on the way to a 7-2 rout of 
the reigning league kingpins. 

New York carried a 1-0 
lead into game two here 
Wednesday before play ' 
moves to Cleveland for up to 
three games starting Friday. 

Wright who retired only 
two batters in the first 
inning, was 2-1 against the 
Yankees this year after beat- 
ing New York twice in an 
Indians first-round surprise 
ouster of the then-reigning 


World Series champions. 

But Chuck Knoblauch. 
Derek Jeter, Paul O'Neill 
and Bemie Williams singled 
to put the Yankees ahead 2-0. 
O'Neill then scored on a 
wild pitch and Joige Posada 
ended Wright's night early 
with a run-scoring single. 

Reliever Chad Ogea's fifth 
pitch was hit by Scott 
Brosius for a run-scoring 
single and a 5-0 Yankee lead. 

Yankee starting pitcher 
David Wells ran his post- 
season scoreless smaak to 23 
innings, 10 short of the 
major league record, and 
took a 7-0 lead into the ninth 
inning before Manny 
Ramirez hit a two-run homer 
to avert a shutout 

Wells gave up two runs 
and five hits with a walk and 
seven strikeouts, improving 
to 12-1 this year at Yankee 
Stadium and 6-0 lifetime in 


post-seaon play. 

The Yankees were waiting 
for Wright who fueled bad 
blood in spring training 
when he broke Luis Sojo’s 
wrist with a pitch. 

Wright’s outing was the 
shortest in the AL finals 
since Kansas City's Dennis 
Leonard failed to retire a 
batter in Game Five in 1976, 
also against the Yankees. 

After going 3-0 in the 1997 
postseason, 22-year-old 
right-hander Wright is 0-2 
with a 19.80 ERA in the 
1998 playoffs and may have 
pitched himself out of the 
starting rotation. 

The Yankees, who have 
won 1 1 straight games dat- 
ing back to the regular sea- 
son. completed their scoring 
in the seventh on back-to- 
back doubles by O'Neill and 
Williams. 


McAllister ready to answer Scotland SOS 


GLASGOW (AFP) — 
Former Scotland captain 
Gary McAllister could 
make a dramatic return to 
the injury-hit national side 
even though he has not 
played a first-team club 
match for seven months. 

The veteran Coventry 
playmaker came through 
his fourth reserve game in a 
month last night in his reha- 
bilitation from major knee 
surgery in March. 

Scotland boss Craig 
Brown listed the 33-year- 
old as one of eight midfield 
men unavailable to him for 
the Euro 2000 qualifying 
double header against 
Estonia and the Faroe 
Islands. 

Another veteran, 

Kilmarnock's Ian Currant, 
was drafted in after 
Rangers’ prodigy Barry 
Ferguson and Leeds’ David 
Hopkin joined a casualty 
list already including John 
Collins, Paul Lambert and 
the suspended Craig 
Burley. 

But McAllister, who was 
forced to miss the World 
Cup finals in France, insists 
he is ready to answer any 
call from Brown for the 
games on Saturday and next 
Wednesday. 

“I am already down to 
play in a testimonial in 
Inverness this Sunday but I 


could easily switch to 
Edinburgh on Saturday or 
Aberdeen on the 
Wednesday,” he said. 


“If Scotland are strug- 
gling then they need look 
no further because I am 


more than willing to step in 
and answer their call. 

“I will be sticking close to 
the phone over the next 48 
hours just in case,” 
McAllister, who has 56 
caps to his name, told the 
Scottish Express. 
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A STELLAR DEFENSE 
East-West vulnerable. South 


deals. 

NORTH 
*H43 
7KQ743 
0108 
+ Q95 

WEST 

EAST 

* A J 8 

*Q109G5 

? 10 98 

? J82 

v K 72 

0 985 

J-K742 

* A 3 

SOUTH 
*72 
OA5 
O AQ J48 
* J 10 8 6 
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WEST NORTH BAST 

10 
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2* 

Pm SO P*« 

Pan 

Paaa 


ner could easily hjm a singleton. 

West’s ten of hearts was tnk>n by 
dummy’s king. East following with 
the two. The ten of diamonds was 
run to West's king, and the defend- 
er paused to take stock 


The^pla^ to the Erst trick surely 


Opening lead: Teat of? 


Wo have often stated our belief 
that defense is the most difficult 
facet of bridge to master. Since 
defending a hand is largely instinc- 
tive, it is not easy to leant. 

Note North's preference to two 
diamonds with a doubleton. To 
rebid hearts in that position should 
i shou a nix-card suit because p&rt- 


marked declarer with the ace of 
hearts, and running the ten of dia- 
monds at trick two suggested that 
South's diamonds were headed by A 
Q J. In that case, It was unlikely 
that declarer held the ace or dubs 
as welL 

That made the defense relatively 
dear cut West shifted to a low club 
at trick three. East won with the 
ace and returned a dub to the king. 
The seven of dubs was led to show 
an entry in the higher-ranked aide 
.suit, spades, so East ruffed and 
returned a spade to West's ace. The 
I fourth dub now permitted East to 
.score the nine of diamonds by over- 
' ruffing dummy for a one- trick set. 

; Two hearts by North-South can- 
|not be defeated. Suppose the 
I defenders start with three rounds of 
dubs. East ruffing, and a spade to 
the ace for the lead of the fourth 
dub. Declarer simply discards a 
diamond Oa East ruffe, and a spade 
ruff in dummy is dedarer's eighth 
trick 
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Bruce Willis .. in 


LAST MAN 
STANDING 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 
6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Jennifer Tilly & 
Gina Gershon .. in 


BOUND 


A 


Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL5b992.V8 S' CINEMA TEL:5677420 "W* ™MA 


ffcL 5W79. 


PLAZA 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:30 


J 


CONCORD 


CONCORD "I" 

NASSER 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15.8:30,10:30 

conco rd, .t. 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 5 JO only 


GALLERIA 1 



CINEMA 


ABDOUN 

www£ns.com.jolGalkria 


ARMAGEDDON 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


2^ 


A 


TEL: 5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOL-- 

www.cns£om.i6lGalleria 


Lesley Nielsen „ in 

MR. MAGOO 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30,10:30 


A 


J 




Braves 
battle 
7-year 
itch in bid 
for Series 

return 


ATLANTA (AFP) — With 
one World Series title to 
show for seven consecutive 
trips to the National 
League Championship 
Series, the Atlanta Braves 
have something to prove 
here starting Wednesday. 

That’s when Major 
League Baseball's dynasty 
of the 1990s opens a besr- 
of-seven matchup against 
upstart San Diego for a 
berth in the World Series. 

“People have grown to 
believe we are going to win 
and win and win,” said 
Atlanta manager Bobby 
Cox. “We have the same 
approach every year. You 
attitude is that you always 
want to win.” 

But the Braves have been 
frustrated shy of the ulti- 
mate prize more often than 
not, losing the 1991 World 
Series to Minnesota, the 
1992 Series to Toronto and 
fallin g to Philadelphia in 
the 1993 league final. 

After the 1994 labour 
fight wiped out the World 
Series, the Braves beat 
Cleveland in 1995 but lost 
in 1996 to the New York 
Yankees. Last year, Florida 
beat Atlanta in six games 
on the way to a Series 
crown. 

The Braves will see sane 
fa miliar foes from Florida 
on San Diego’s roster in the 
form of pitcher Kevin 
Brown and Jim Leyritt, the 
homer hero for the Padres 
in their first-round ouster 
of Houston. 

Brown hurled two victo- 
ries over the Astros and has 
matured from angry young 
man with the Marlins to 
powerful young pitcher in 
San Diego, which made 
their only trip to the Series 
in 1984, losing to Detroit 
“When it's time to go to 
work, get out of his way." 
San Diego outfielder Tony 
Gwynn said. “He has 
evolved. Sometimes it 
takes a while to get a grip 
on how you should do 
things. The last few years 
he has gotten a grasp on 
things and he knows what 
will work.” 

Brown, a Georgia native, 
struck out 16 batters in 
game one and pitched into 
the seventh innin g four 
days later against Houston. 
But Brown will be saved 
for game two. 

As Padres’ manager 
Bruce Bochy put it. “He’s 
our horse, but we don’t 
want to kill him.” 

Pitching will be pivotal. 
The Padres’ main chance to 
beat the Braves and their 
club-record 106- win team 
is by tagging top pitchers 
Greg Maddux, Tom 
Glavine and John Smoltz. 
The Braves led the majors 
with a 3.63 earoed-run 
average. 

“This series is going tribe 
a test for us," said Gwynn, 
an eight-time batting 
champion and the only 
Padre left from the 1984 
team. “We will see great 
pitching." 

The Braves won five of 
nine regular-season games 
against the Padres. 
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Sports 

1st round of Premier 
League concludes Friday 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Fiiday, October 8-9, 1998 
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By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first 
round of the Premier 
League Championship con- 
cludes Friday and will stop 
for only three days before 
the second and final round 
of the country's leading soc- 
cer event begins Ocl 1 2. 

Action returned to the ten- 
team competition this week 
after a month-long halt for 
the Arab Cup finals in Qatar 
where Jordan was eliminat- 
ed in the first round. 

: During the eighth week, 
Al Faisali and A1 Wibdat 
remained atop top the stand- 
ings with the former leading 
on goal difference after a 2- 
0 win over Al Jazireh. 

Wihdat fans were not 
impressed with the mere 2-1 
win over last-placed Al 
Ahli. The titleholders will 
next play Al Qadissieh 
Friday while Al Faisali meet 
Al Arabi. 

Top teams like Al Wihdat. 




Al Faisali and AJ Ramtha 
now have their linups com- 
plete after they played the 
Jordan Football Association 
(JFA) Shield Championship 
without their national team 
players who were on duty in 
the Arab Cup. 

Premier League newcom- 
ers Kufrsoum, who entered 
Jordanian soccer archives 
when they won the Shield 
their first ever major title 
and the country's fourth 
annual soccer competition 
— lost to Al Ramtha 3-1 
and will next play Al 
Hussein. 

Al Ramtha host 6ih- 
placed Al Jazireh in one of 
three matches Thursday, 
while Al Ahli will try to 
beat Shabab AJ Hussein to 
move out of the last spoL 

The Premier League 
Championship kicked off in 
April but witnessed a series 
of delays starting with the 
month-long boycott of 
seven teams over the issue 


Vi^hdal 


&Hussein 
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Olano considering ONCE offer 

MADRID (AFP) — Abraham Olano, winner of this year’s 
Tour of Spain, is considering an offer to quit the Banesto 
team and rejoin the other leading Spanish team ONCE. 
“Nothing has been signed, but next week we are going to 
seriously discuss this offer and study what is on the table,” 
Olano said before leaving Spain for the world champi- 
onships in Holland. Manolo Saiz, the ONCE director, said 
the team was confident ;tbat Olano and current star rider 
* Laurent Jalabert would be “perfectly compatible” in the 
[ same team. 

Hagi turns down offer 

BUCHAREST (AFP; — Veteran midfielder Gheorghe 
Hagi on Wednesday rejected an appeal from the Romanian 
Football Federation to make himself available for qualify- 
ing matches for the 2000 European championships. Hagi, 
34. said he would not reverse his decision to retire from 
international football, which he made after the World Cup 
finals earlier this year. “I made a serious decision to quit — 
and I’m not going back on that decision,” Hagi said. 

Sutton not for sale. Rovers tell Villa 

BLACKBURN (AFP) — English Premiership club 
Blackburn have told rivals Aston Villa to forget about sign- 
ing striker Chris Sutton. Villa meager John Gregory has 
made a reported bid of £1 1 million for Sutton, who cost 
Blackburn £5 million — then a British record — when he 
was signed from Norwich in 1994. Blackburn released a 
statement on Wednesday which read: “Aston Villa manag- 
er John Gregory made a telephone inquiry to (Blackburn 
manager) Roy Hodgson about the availability of Chris 
Sutton. “Mr Gregory was told that Chris Sutton was not for 
sale at any price. There has been no further contact 
between the clubs or the managers." 

Pippig suspended after test 

DARMSTADT (AFP) — Marathon runner Uta Pippig was 
Wednesday suspended by the German Athletics Federation 
(DLV) after returning a positive drugs test, the federation 
announced Wednesday. The suspension comes into imme- 
diate effect Pippig. a 33-year-old born in Leipzig who now 
lives in the United States, tested positive during a training 
session at Boulder. Colorado, on April 23, the federation 
said. It said laboratory analysis has found a high level of 
testosterone which had been confirmed by the testing of a 
second sample. Pippig, a medical student and multiple 
German record holder, has also competed in road races and 
in long distance track events. She is a three-time winner of 


^^^^plouse For 

Second floor house, 3 bedrooms, large open salon 
(10x15metres), laundry room, large kitchen, central 
heating, located at a hill overlooking a beautiful view 
ATIa'a All. 

Please call Tel.: 566673 9 after 2:00 p.m. 

PENT HOUSE FOR RENT 

Beautiful location in ABDOUN, fully furnished, all luxury 
with air condition & Orbit dish. 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, nice living, dining & terrace. 
Rent reasonable & negotiable. 

Kindly calf 5928391, 079-40817. 

GROUND FLOOR OF 2-STORY 
VILLA FOR RENT 

Ground floor, deluxe furniture, 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, living room, big salon, maid room, 
garden, garage, independent heating, telephone. 

Location: Abdoun. 

Please contact Raed at 5663816 


of ticket sales allocation 
before the JFA settled the 
dispute. 

The championship then 
resumed only to halt again 
in June during which the 
national team prepared for 
the Arab Cup qualifiers. It 
then resumed Aug. 9 before 
stopping again for the Arab 
Cup finals. 

Al Wihdat arc this year 
looking for their 5th consec- 
utive Premier League title. 
They won the season open- 
ing fourth Cup Winners’ 
Cup. 

Al Faisali won the second 
of the season’s four soccer 
championships when they 
won their record 10th 
Jordan Cup. 

Al Wihdat have won the 
Cup and Cup Winners Cup 
in the last two years and the 
Premier League in the last 
four. 
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Zoff 

defends 

football 

against 

doping 

allegations 


FLORENCE (AFP) — 
Italy’s national coach 
Dino Zoff mounted a 
strung defence of foot- 
ball here Tuesday in the 
wake of recent allega- 
tions of widespread drug 
taking. 

"Future events may 
pro re me wrong but I’m 
convinced that doping is 
not a pun of the foot- 
balling philosophy." he 
said. 

“Of course there are 
exceptions but I’m ready 
to rule out the use of EPO 
and anabolic steroids," 
the cx-Juvemus goal- 
keeper said. 

Of the on-going 
inquiries that have pro- 
duced almost daily reve- 
lations of drug-taking 
Zoff, preparing Italy for 
their European champi- 
onship clash with 
Switzerland on Saturday, 
added: “I’m optimistic 
because up to now only 
^regularities at the anti- 
doping laboratory have 
been uncovered." 


ASF official calls on Iraq and Kuwait 
to take part in Pan-Arab Games 

Sa’ad proposes decreasing number of events to reduce cost 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Arab Sports Federation 
(ASF) Secretary General Othman Al 
Sa’ad Wednesday urged all Arab states 
to take part in the upcoming Pan-Arab 
Games scheduled to be held here next 
summer. 

Speaking at a press conference, 
Sa’ad urged Iraq and Kuwait to put 
their differences aside and join other 
Arab states in the sport contests. 

He noted that some Kuwaiti sports 
official have linked their participation 
in the tournament with the exclusion 
of Iraqi teams and warned thai they 
would boycott the Amman Games if 
Baghdad participated. 

He was referring to a statement by 
president of Kuwait’s Olympic 
Committee Sheikh Ahmad Al Fahd Al 
Sabah who said that his country will 
refrain from taking part in the upcom- 
ing event if Iraq was invited. 

“We understand the stand of each 
side,” said Sa’ad, who arrived from 
Damascus early Wednesday, “but we 
hope that all parties will take part.*' 

“The absence of Kuwait or Iraq is a 
negative step which we try to over- 
come. The questioci now is who is 
going to auend Kuwait or Iraq,” Sa’ad, 
a Saudi national, said. 

During the 8th Pan-Arab Games, 
which took place in Beirut in July 
1997, Iraq was barred from competi- 
tion following extensive pressure from 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait who donated 
$28 million to Lebanon to repair infra- 
structure damaged during the civil 
war. 

Sa’ad stressed that the tournament 
will be inaugurated on the scheduled 
day without any delay or postpone- 
ment, referring to reports that it coin- 


cides with other international events 
such as the African Tournament and 
the World Athletics Championship. 

“The tournament will take place on 
time,” Sa’ad announced, ruling out 
speculations about a possible post- 
ponement. 

Sa’ad announced die formation of an 
ASF Supervision and Follow Up 
Committee, headed by Games director 
Isom Aridah, to oversee the prepara- 
tions for the Amman Games. 

The five-man committee, includes 
representatives from the Arab League, 
the Council of Arab Sport and Youth 
Ministers, the ASF, and a fifth 
Jordanian representative. 

He said the committee will hold a 
meeting by the end of this month, 
probably in Saudi Arabia, to discuss 
issues pertaining to the tournament. 

The ASF official was accompanied 
by expert who discussed with the 
Jordanian side ways to market the 
tournament, especially in terms of TV 
and media coverage and how to pro- 
mote the event ro attract more viewers. 

Among Sa’ad’s other proposals to 
the Jordanian side was to decrease the 
number of events at the Games which 
stand ax 26. 

Sa’ad said that bridge, snooker, polo 
and bowling are among sports that find 
no popularity in the Arab World, 
adding that it will be better to remove 
them from listed games. 

“Removing such games will also 
reduce the cost of the tournament 
which we need right now due to the 
lack of sufficient funds to finance the 
tournament,” the ASF official told 
reporters. 

He said the list should include 12 
compulsory games, four team sports 
and eight individual. Other optional 


events could be added depending on 
the number of countries willing to take 
part in each event 

During his one-day visit, Sa’ad 
toured the sport installations in 
Amman and Irbid and expressed satis- 
faction regarding preparations Jordan 
is undertaking. 

Among the sites he visited were Al 
Hassan Sport City in Irbid, the indoor 
stadium and the Olympic swimming 
pool, both under construction. 

Jordan has earmarked JD1 1 million 
for the Pan-Arab Games with JIM mil- 
lion allocated for spending this year. 
However, recent reports noted that the 
total cost would amount to JD18 mil- 
lion. 

Since the ASF advanced the date of 
the upcoming Games to 1999, the 
Council of Arab Sports Ministers 
increased aid to the Kingdom to 
enable it to prepare infrastructure and 
update sports facilities ahead of the 
largest gathering of Arab youth. 

Aid from the Arab League had been 
raised to $200,000 while the Council 
of Arab Ministers will grant 
$ 1 .000,000 instead of $700,000. 

Additional sponsorship for Jordan's 
bid will be garnered through slashing 
the 50 per cent ASF margin of profit 
on promotion and television coverage 
in addition to selling television broad- 
casting rights to private companies, 
which would secure millions needed 
to cover costs. 

The 8th Pan-Arab Games in Beirut 
witnessed the best Jordanian showing 
since the Pan-Arab Games were 
launched. Competing in 14 of the 20 
events. Jordan finished 5th overall 
among 19 competing countries, taking 
a total of 40 medals. Including 10 gold. 
8 silver and 22 bronze medals. 


the Berlin marathon and has also won the Boston marathon 
three times and the New York marathon. 
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Former onoie star dies ot cancer UEFA to merge UEFA Cup with Cup Winners Cup 


BALTIMORE (AFP) — Former Baltimore Orioles short- 
stop Mark Belanger died Tuesday after a year-long battle 
with lung cancer. He was 54. Belanger was a member of 
the' Orioles’ World Championship' team in 1970 arid also 
played for four American League pennant winners and six 
division champions. Belanger hit only .22S during an 18- 
year career. But his .977 fielding percentage ranks eighth 
on the all-time list for shortstops. Belanger played for the 
Orioles from 1965-81 before finishing his career the fol- 
lowing year with the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Gascoigne unimpressive in friendly 

DUBLIN (AFP) — England’s Paul Gascoigne is not going 
to earn an international recall by performances such as 
Middlesbrough’s friendly 2-0 victory over Shelbourne here 
on Tuesday. Gascoigne played the whole match but did not 
show the type of skill which helped England to semi-finals 
at the 1990 World Cup and Euro 96 in England. 

England injury situation improves 

LONDON (AFP) — The injuty worries of Glenn Hoddle’s 
England were easing on the run-up io their Euro 2000 clash 
with Bulgaria at Wembley on Saturday. The seven men 
who missed training on Monday were reduced to just three 
on Tuesday as Ian Wright, Ray Parlour and Andy 
Hinchcliffe sat out the session. Even that trio are only suf- 
fering from minor knocks and all three are likely to be in 
contention to face the eastern Europeans, who were beaten 
by Poland in their opening qualifying game. “Some had a 
lighter session than others. But, apart from those three, 
everyone else trained,” said a Football Association 
spokesman. Victory for Hoddle’s men is vital following 
their 2-1 defeat in Sweden last month. The squad will have 
a further training session on Wednesday afternoon. 

Diniz to join Sauber 

HINWIL, Switzerland (AFP) — Brazilian driver Pedro 
Diniz will switch from the Arrows team to join Sauber for 
the 1999 Formula One season, the Sauber team announced 
Wednesday. Dinzi, 28, will join experienced Frenchman 
Jean Alesi on the Sauber team in a move that leaves just 
two drivers' places unfilled for next year — at Minardi and 
British American Racing. 


Jordan Times 
Fax: 5696183 
e-mail: jotimes@gd.com.jo 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
ROOF FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 
3 bedrooms, living room, dining room and 
big terrace 

Call: 5932040 or 5932702 

LOST PASSPORT 

I.Vljaya Rengam Pillai Ravi Chandran, 

holder of Indian Pa&sport No. A 2987642, hereby 

announce the loss of my passport 

If anybody find it please inform the Indian Embassy or , 

JOLIFT, P.O. BOX 910002, Amman -Tel.: 5533374 I 


LISBON (AFP) — The executive 
committee of European football’s rul- 
ing body UEFA decided here on 
Tuesday to roerae the Cup Winners 
Cup with the UEFA Cup and enlarge 
the Champions League to 32 teams 
from 24 as of the 2000/2001 season. 

“After months of discussion we 
have decided to increase the number 
of teams in the Champions League 
from 24 to 32,” UEFA President 
Lennart Johansson said. 

The enlargement of the Champions 
League will mean that the countries 
who have the best record in European 
competition could have a maximum 
of four participants. 

However, only 16 clubs will qualify 
automatically for the Champions 
League with the other 16 coming 
through three knockout rounds to 
form eight groups of four. 

The top two in each group will qual- 
ify for the next phase of four groups 
of four but it has not yet been decided 
whether the competition would then 
progress directly to the semi-finals or 
quarter-finals. 

Gerhard Aigner, secretary-general 
of UEFA, confirmed that each club 


involved in the Champions League 
would receive 600-800 million Swiss 
francs, however he stressed that 
would only happen if they maintained 
a united front 

“This will come about only if we 
sell the television rights as one body 
because if each individual club deals 
on its own then the whole thing will 
fall apart” he said. 

Johansson also confirmed that, apart 
from Champions League changes, the 
other two club competitions would 
merge with a slim possiblity that both 
new-look competitions could start 
next season. 

“The Cup Winners Cup will also 
merge with the UEFA Cup and be 
called the UEFA Cup and will come 
into being in the 2000/2001 season 
unless everything can be put in place 
by the start of next season which is 
asking a lot,” the Swede said. 

UEFA’s decision comes after pres- 
sure from Europe’s leading teams 
over the last two months to overhaul 
their club competitions. 

Several sides, including English 
Premiership giants Manchester 
United, Arsenal and Liverpool, had 


been in discussions with Media 
Partners International over forming a 
European Super League. 

However, the clubs came under 
pressure from FIFA, who threatened 
to suspend any team who signed up 
for the Super League, although 
Johansson, who lost out on his bid to 
become FIFA President in June, hint- 
ed that anyone not satisfied with the 
new format didn’t have to participate. 

“We are going to give more money 
to the clubs and we are going to invite 
the clubs to compete in our competi- 
tions but we are not forcing anyone to 
do so,” Johansson added. 

The finer details of the competi- 
tions' new formats and the con- 
tentious financial aspects will be 
announced at the next executive com- 
mittee meeting on December 10-11 in 
Jerusalem. 


PARTNER w ^ 

’’ " ” Cafe 

To manage, and participate in ^^ipeiatioas of 
a famoiue fieetauram-Bar-Iri vk 

Conditions bppri appflratKm^ ^7. 

For qualified persons pnlyL ^ - • . 
tebc: 5863051 


Advertisement 

Delegation of the European Commission to 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Invites interested qualified security companies 
to show their expressions 
of interest for providing 
24 hours armed security guards to 5 sites. 
Expressions of interest should be sent to 
the following address to arrive within 7 days 
from the publication of this advertisement: 
Delegation of 

e 

the European Commission in Jordan 
Al Jahez Street 15, 
opposite Arab Potash Company 
Shmefsani-Amman, 

P.O. Box 926794 - 1110 Amman-Jordan 
Envelops and covering letter 
should be clearly marked 
(SECURfTY GUARDS — Expressions of Interest) 


Flat For Rent 


Three bedrooms; one master, two bathrooms, 

2 living rooms, dining room & kitchen with balcony. 

Located at Deir Ghbar 

For more information, contact: 

Tel.: 5824059 after 3:00 p.m. 


U 


A day for all the family at the 

ICS FOOD FAIR 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday 9th October 

The International Community School, Khilda. 
Food from all over the world 
A grand raffle Children’s games 

Singing and Dancing Gymnastic display 
Gate prizes 
And lots, lots morel 

Adults 1 JD Children 500 fils 

Contact the school for more information on 5521070 
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Rabbi Motti Levy blows a sbofar, or ram's horn, daring massive prayers, including the 
Priestly Blessing, at the Western Walt background, during celebrations of the week- 
long holiday of Sukkot in occupied Jerusalem’s Old City on Wednesday (AP photo) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli militants laid 
the cornerstone for a new 
neighbourhood in die Jewish 
settlement in Hebron on 
Wednesday in another snub 
to U.S. efforts to revive 
TsraeU-Palestiman peacemak- 
ing. 

Thousands of Jewish set- 
tlers danced and chanted reli- 
gious songs during the cor- 
nerstone-laying ceremony in 
the Jewish enclave of Tel 
Rumeida, where the govern- 
ment has agreed to build per- 
manent houses to replace a 
handful of trailer homes. 

Transport Minister Shaul 
Yahalom, a member of the 
ultra-nationalist National 
Religious Party, attended the 
ceremony and said his move- 
ment would battle to ensure 
construction of a large Jewish 
neighbourhood ar Tel 
Rumeida. 

“It is our duty to build here. 
It is our duly to expand the 
building." he said 

The ceremony coincided 
with a three-way meeting on 
the Gaza-Israel border 
between U.S. Secretary of 
Stare Madeleine Albright, 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
discuss ways to break the 19- 
month-old deadlock in the 


peace process. 

At a press conference held 


just as the settlers were laying 
their cornerstone, Albright 
announced that Arafat and 
Netanyahu had agreed to 
hold a marathon s ummit in 
Washington starting October 
IS in a bid to reach a new 
peace accord. 

A proposed U.S. peace 
package re be at the centre of 
the Washington talks calls for 
Israel to freeze construction 
of Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories. 

Netanyahu announced 
plans to build new homes at 
Tel Ru mei da immediately 
after meeting Albright a first 
time in Jerusalem on 
Tuesday. He defended the 
decision Wednesday, saying 
his policy of expanding of 
existing - Jewish settlements 
violated “neither the spirit nor 
the letter" of the Oslo peace 
accords. 

Netanyahu added fuel re 
the fire Wednesday with 
plans to attend a ceremony in 
the settlement of Ariel mark- 
ing the official transformation 
of the community into a 
“city" and backing plans for 
new building there. 

Albright was clearly dis- 
pleased with the moves. 

“We would hope very 
much that there would not be 
any unilate ral actions that 
will complicate the issues that 
we are trying to deal with 
here," she said. 


Police bars extremist Jews 


from entering Al Aqsa 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police prevented Jewish extrem- 
ists from entering occupied Jerusalem’s Al Aqsa Mosque 
compound Wednesday to launch the reconstrucncm °f foe 
Jewish wrapte , which extremist claim, stood at the site 2,000 
years ago. . 

Brandishing Israeli flags, about 60 activists from the 
Mourn Temple Faithful group tried to enter the mosque com- 
pound to lay a four-and-a-half tonne “cornerstone" few foe 
temple, a police spokesman said 

Police barred foe group entry to foe compound, foe third 
holiest she in Islam after Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia. 

The activists went instead to a square near the Western 
Wall, a retaining wall for foe mosque compound which Jews 
consider the last remnant of the temple destroyed by foe 
Romans in 70 A.D. 

Their bid to enter foe mosque area, known to Jews as foe 
Temple Mount, coincided wife an annual ceremony at the 
Western Wall called foe blessing of foe Cohen — descen- 
dants of foe clan of high priests who officiated at foe temple. 

About 30,000 people gathered at the wall for foe ceremo- 
ny, held e^eh year during the weeklong festival of taberna- 
cles, Sukkot 

The Temple Mount Faithful are dedicated to rebuilding the 
ancient temple in foe place of Al Aqisa mosque and foe adja- 
cent Dome of foe Rode. 

On Wednesday they left tbdr “cornerstone” for the new 
tirampte outside the Old City walls surrounding foe disputed 
compound. 

“We will return because these cannot be a state in Greater 
Israel without die reconstruction of die temple and no one 
can stop this holy and historic project,” said Gershom 
Salomon, bead of foe activist group. ■ ' 

Israeli security forces recently stepped up patrols around Al 
Aqsa for fear of possible attacks by Jewish radicals hoping 
to scuttle peace negotiations ' between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 


'Saddam to undergo chemotherapy 9 


Algerian rebels booby-trap baby’s corpse — report 


KUWAIT CITY t AFP) — Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein will shortly undergo intensive chemotherapy for 
a tumour in his intestinal tract, a Kuwaiti newspaper said 
Wednesday. Al Rai Al Aam, quoting “high-level 
sources." said a team of French doctors visited Baghdad 
in August They diagnosed the 61 -year-old president, 
whose forces occupied Kuwait from August 1990- 
February 1991. as suffering from foe tumour and recom- 
mended he undergo a six-month programme of intensive 
chemotherapy. If the tumour is not treated, it could turn 
into cancer of the spinal chord, the paper said, adding 
that such treatment often caused foe patient to turn 
aggressive. 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
Islamists slit the throats of a 
family of seven and booby- 
trapped the corpse of a seven- 


Ftadio Free Iraq gets green light 


PRAGUE. CAP) — The Czech government allowed 
Radio Free Europe broadcasts into Iraq on Wednesday, 
but insisted the station’s location should change to avoid 
security risks. Earlier this year, foe U.S. government- 
funded radio station, which operates out of Prague, 
announced plans to expand its broadcasts into Iran and 
Iraq. The move met with concerns by foe Czech cabinet, 
which protested the station's location in a densely popu- 
lated residential area in northern Prague. “The govern- 
ment agrees with the RFE broadcasts ( into Iraq) on con- 
dition that due to security risks involved the station’s 
location be reviewed with the respective Czech authori- 
ties,” Vice Premier Vladimir Spidla said Wednesday. 


month-old baby which 
exploded in foe arms of a 
government soldier, a local 
newspaper reported on 
Wednesday. 

“The booby-trapped baby 
exploded in the arms of a 
government soldier who was 
wounded as he was carrying 
the corpse to a waiting vehi- 
cle,” foe Arabic -language 
SawtAl Ahrar daily reported. 

It said that Muslim activists 
bad murdered foe infant, his 


parents and four sisters and 
brothers in the attack on 
Monday night at Tizi in foe 
western province of Mascara, 
300 kilometres from Algiers. 

In another attack, security 
forces said that on 
Wednesday the rebels slit the 
throats of seven civilians and 
wounded five others in south- 
west Algeria. 

“Seven people were assassi- 
nated in a cowardly way and 
five others wounded by a 
group of terrorists.’* the secu- 
rity forces said, using official 
terms to describe Muslim 
activists when they cut the 


throats of their victims. 

“The security forces imme- 
diately began an intensive 
operation to track the perpe- 
trators of this criminal act," 
the forces said in a statement 
carried by the official APS 
news agency. 

Wednesday’s attack was foe 
latest in a long line of atroci- 
ties during nearly seven years 
of struggle between govern- 
ment troops and the activists 
in which tens of thousands 
have been killed. 

Algeria plunged into vio- 
lence in early 1992 after the 
authorities cancelled a gener- 


al election in which radical 
Islamists had taken a com- 
manding lead. 

Mascara is among several 
provinces where Algerian 
troops, backed by artillery 
and helicopters, are attacking 
rebels who have taken refuge 
from the northern parts of foe 
North African nation. 

La Nouvelle Republique, 
another daily supporting the 
military, said on Tuesday that 
more than 100 rebels had 
been killed in the past few 
days in Mascara alone. 

Algerian media have report- 
ed that scores of rebels have 


been killed in the offensive in 
Tlemcen and Sidi Bel Abbes 
provinces and in neighbour- 
ing mountainous areas in 
Saida and Ain Defla, to foe 
south west 

Al Aril newspaper said on 
Wednesday that troops had 
killed 15 rebels in the south- 
western province of Saida, 
where some 50 members of 
foe Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). Algeria’s most radical 
guerrilla faction, have.. been 
under siege since last week. 

Le Matin daily said troops 
killed 83 rebels in Ain Defla 
last week. 


Pro-Syria minister to boycott Lahoud’s election as president 


2 Egyptian MPs to undergo investigations 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian parliamentary ethics committes 
ordered investigations Wednesday into an MP who refused 
to pay his hotel phone bili and another who allegedly spent 
money on a bellydancer while on duty. The ethics commit- 
tee of the lower house ordered an investigation into foe rul- 
ing party’s Mohammad Awad Ebeid for refusing to pay his 
$300 hotel phone bill, a parliamentary source said. 
Meanwhile the ethics commitee of the upper house will 
investigate an accusation that MP Khalifa Hassanein visited 
a nightclub while on duty and spent money on a bellydancer. 
be said. The incident reportedly happened in September 
when Hassanein accompanied an official delegation to foe 
Red Sea resort of Hurghada on business. While there he 
allegedly went to a hotel nightclub where a bellydancer was 
performing and, like other guests, threw bills at the dancer 
to show his appreciation for her performance. 


BEIRUT (AP) — A cabinet 
minister and a close Syria ally 
on Wednesday criticised foe 
Syrian-backed choice of the 
army commander as president, 
and said he will boycott a vote 
to elect the military man for the 
executive post. 

Walid Jumblatt. foe minister 
for displaced persons, said he 
and his party's three legislators 
will not vote when foe 128- 
member parliament elects the 
president likely sometime 
before Oct. 23. 

Although a boycott by 


Jumblatfs Progressive 

Socialist Party will hardly spoil 
the chances of General Emil e 
Lahoud, it could embolden oth- 
ers to express discontent at the 
choice and foe process of his 
election. 

Lahoud is virtually assured of 
the job: the prime minister and 
foe parliament speaker first 
approved Lahoud. who then 
won the all-important backing 
of Syria, the main power bro- 
ker in Lebanon 

“Historically, we do not 
approve that a military man 


takes control of foe country," 
Jumblatt told reporters after a 
meeting with outgoing 
President Elias HrawL 

Although opposition to 
Syria’s hold on Lebanon’s pol- 
itics is common among anti- 
Syrian politicians, it is rare for 
somebody like Jumblatt to 
openly speak against a derision 
personally cleared by Syrian 
President Hafez Assad who 
keeps 30,000 troops in 
Lebanon 

Like Jumblatt, some in 
Lebanon fear that a military 


man as president could mean 
intelligence agents will track 
civilian life just as they did 
between 1958 and 1964 during 
foe presidency of Found 
Chehab, foe only other army 
commander to become head of 


sworn in on Nov. 24, the day 
Hrawi leaves office after a six- 


state. 

In nominating Lahoud, “rules 
were not respected" Jumblatt 
said ‘Things were supposed to 
run in a more democratic way,” 
sad Jumblatt, whose Druse 
militia fought Christian forces 
during the 1975-90 civil war. 

The new president must be 


year term. 

Jumblatt said “there is ade- 
quate political diversity and 
competition in foe country” 
implying that choosing a mili- 
tary man for president was 
unnecessary. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Michel Murr sought to calm 
fears about military intrusion. 
He told reporters feat Lahoud 
will “keep the army out of pol- 
itics just as he kept politics out 
of the army." 


U.N. envoy declines trip to Kabul 


Pakistan army chief resigns 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pakistani army chief Jehangjr 
Karamat resigned Wednesday amid a rift with Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif after calling for the formation of a 
National Security Council (NSO, official sources said. In 
his resignation letter. Karamat said his proposed NSC and 
implied criticism of government policies had sparked an 
unnecessary controversy. He said he considered it appropri- 
ate to quit in the larger interest of foe country and to set a 
healthy tradition for the future, state television quoted 
Karamat as saying. 


U.S embassy in Cairo evacuated in bomb alert 


CAIRO (AFP) — The U.S. embassy in Cairo evacuated its 
personnel after a false bomb alert, police said Wednesday. 
The embassy received an anonymous phone call Tuesday 
evening saying a bomb had been planted in the building. 
Staffers were cleared out but a search of the compound 
revealed it was only a false alarm, they said. The embassy is 
located in Garden City, a residential neighbourhood in foe 
centre of Cairo. 


ISLAMABAD (AP.) — The 
Taleban religious militia is 
demanding United Nations 
recognition, but on 
Wednesday it still was uncer- 
tain whether the hard-line 
Islamic army would send a 
representative to meet foe 
U-N.'s special envoy. 

Lakhdar Ibr ahim i, who is 
currently in Iran before com- 
ing to Pakistan on Thursday, 
turned down a Taleban invita- 
tion to visit Kabul citing secu- 
rity reasons, says James 
Ngobi, a senior UN. official 
in Pa kistan . 

The United Nations pulled 
all its international staff out of 
A fghanis tan on Aug. 21, the 
day after U.S. missiles 
slammed into suspected 
activists framing camps in 

eastern Af ghanistan 

In apparent retaliation for 
the missile assault, Afghan 
gunmen shot and killed an 
expatriate UN. worker in the 
capital of Kabul on Aug. 21 
and wounded a second woik- 


Iran names first female diplomat 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has named its first female diplo- 
mat since the 1979 Islamic revolution, a newspaper report- 
ed Wednesday- Fateraeh Has be mi, foe head of women’s 
affairs at the foreign ministry, told Iran News (bat the 
unidentified woman has been cleared for a post at ban’s 
mis sion to the United Nations in New York and is waiting 
for a vacancy. She also said the foreigD ministry had agreed 
for foe first time since the revolution to name a woman 
ambassador to an unspecified country, hut that the appointee 
had herself refused to take the job. 


“I can confirm foal he was 
invited to go to Kabul, but he 
has informed the Taleban that 
unfortunately he cannot for 
security reasons,” Ngobi told 
the Associated Press in an 
interview. “There is a stand- 
ing directive from the U.N. 
headquarters for aQ U.N. 
international personnel not to 
go to Afghanistan.” Instead 
Ibrahimi invited foe Taleban 


to Pakistan. Ngobi said so far 
foe Taleban haven’t replied. 

However, Mullah Moha- 
mmad Omar, the reclusive 
Taleban leader has been issu- 
ing almost daily statements 
from his headquarters in 
southern Kandahar, slam- 
ming the UN- demanding 
recognition for his movement 
and warning Iran agains t a 
military confrontation with 
Afghanistan. 

Ibrahimi’s first order of 
business is to soothe tempers 
between Iran and 
Afghanistan, says Ngobi. 

ban has amassed an esti- 
mated 270.000 troops on its 
eastern borders with 
Afghanistan and is to bold a 
major military exercise later 
this month. 

Tensions between the two 
countries have increased 
since Taleban troops killed 
eight Iranian diplomats and 
an Iranian journalist in north- 
ern Afghanistan in August 

Iran wants an apology from 
the Taleban and the culprits 
handed over for trial in 
Tehran. Omar has refused 
both demands calling the 
diplomats “conspirators” and 
accusing Iran of aiming and 
financing its northern-based 
opposition. 

In recent days Omar has 
criticised foe UN. for recog- 
nising the former government 
of Burhanuddin Rabbam, 
which barely controls 10 per 


cent of the country, while foe 
Taleban rule the remainin g 90 
percent 

As well Omar has offered to 
totally eradicate poppy culti- 
vation from Afghanistan if his 
Taleban army is given official 
recognition. 

Afghanistan is considered 
one- of foe world’s biggest 
opium producers, which is 
derived from poppies and 
used to make heroin. Most of 
foe poppies are grown in 
Taleban-ruled areas. 

But thus far foe U.N. has 
refused, in part say some 
UN. officials, who don’t 
want to be quoted, because of 
pressure from foe United 
States. 

Ngobi said Brahimi will 
meet with senior P akistani 
officials during his one-week 
visit Pakistan is believed to 
be one of the major backers of 
foe Taleban army, while Iran 
and Russia are considered big 
supporters of the anti-Taleban 
alliance. 

Should a Taleban represen- 
tative be sent to Pakistan, 
Ibrahinri will discuss foe 
U.N.'s security concerns and 
conditions under which foe 
UN. will return to 
Afghanistan, be said. 

Ngobi refused to say what 
Ibrahimi hoped to achieve 
while in fititistan. 

T think that's better asked 
of him at the end of his visit" 
he said. 


Taleban offers 
to stem heroin 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan’s 
Taleban leader said 
Wednesday foe 
movement would 
“seriously prevent" 
opium cultivation 
in return for foe 
recognition of its 
government by foe 
United Nations. 

Taleban Supreme 
leader MuOa 
Mohammad Omar 
told foe militia's 
official Bakhtar 
news agency that 
authorities were 
ready to act “since 
the current season 
is the time for In thi 
poppy sowing.” laboai 

“If the Islamic ophm 
Emirate of paste 
Afghanistan is Afgha 
unconditionally bump 

recognised by the colic ( 
U.N., the IE A will 
also seriously prevent foe 
poppy cultivation uncondi- 
tionally throughout the 
country” 

“If the IEA is not recog- 
nised by the United Nations, 
there is no doubt the 
[Afghan] government and 

j . ■ ill 



for In this file photo dated April 30, a 
labourer scrapes the head of an 
nc opium poppy to extract opium 
of paste in Talehan-controlled eastern 
is Afghanistan during the annual and 
bumper harvest of the potent nar- 
be colic (AFP photo) 


poppy producing formers. 

The QN. Drug Control 
Prograram (IJNDCP) has 
estimated that 80 per cent of 
heroin seized in Europe 
originates from 

Afghanistan, with Helmand 
and Nangahar provinces in 


foe people will face eco- the south and south east pro- 
nomic problems,” he said, viding about 75 per cent of 
referring to impoverished total output 



Chile upholds ban 
on long hair for 
male students 


SEOUL (AFP) — Sexual 
harassment is rampant in 
South Korea’s male-domi- 
nated workplace, with 443 
per cent of women com- 
plaining of being groped by 
male colleagues, a survey 
showed Wednesday. But 
men blamed their male sex 
drive and risque female 
clothing for inciting such 
harassment, the Women's 
Link said in a survey of 
1,286 male and female 
office workers in Seoul 
The polL cited by the Korea 
Herald newspaper, found 
foal 39.2 per cent of the 
women admitted haring 
experienced groping during 
“coerced” slow dancing 
with male workers at com- 
pany functions. Another 

13.4 per cent said men 
touched them intentionally, 
5.9 per cent said touching 
was made on foe pretext of 
doing "part of the job,” and 
2.7 per cent reported being 
raped. Verbal abuse was 
more frequent with some 

76.5 per cent, saying L womep 
had been subjected to con- 
stant comments on foefr 
body, lewd jokes and curs- 
ing. Women are often com- 
pared to flowers at work. 
Constant stares from males 
proved to be another 
malaise for female workers. 


Chinese girl, locked 
up by parents 
for 20 years, dies 


Man thought sexual 
pact with his 
stepdaughter was OK 




SANDIAGO (AFP) — In a 
throwback to the 1960s, the 
Chilean Supreme Court has 
upheld a ban on long hair, 
tattoos and piercing for 
male high school students, 
igniting a heated controver- 
sy. “It’s like we turned foe 
clock back to foe last centu- 
ry," said high school stu- 
dent federation president, 
Mabel Panaloza, after the 
court announced its deci- 
sion Tuesday. The court 
overturned a decision in 
July by an appeals court in 
Valdivia, 740 kilometres 
south of here, that consid- 
ered a long-standing ban on 
flowing hair for male stu- 
dents illegal. 



Sexual harassment 
rampant in i 

Korean workplace 




BELTING (AFP) — A 
Chinese woman who was 
kept locked in a dark room 
for 20 years by her parents 
after she refused to wear 
clothes has died of pneumo- 
nia. a report received heat 
on Wednesday said- The 32- 
year-old woman (tied 
“recently*’ in her house in 
Xiajin village, in the 
impoverished southwestern 
province of Guizhoa, 
Tuesday's Yangcheng 
Wanbao daily reported.- It - 
said that at age five foe 
unnamed girl complained 
of itching and refused to put - 
on any clothes. Her parents, 
afraid of losing face in pub- 
lic, decided three years later 
to keep her confined to the 
house in a windowless 
room. Last year dermatolo- 
gists attempted to gain 
access to the woman after 
hearing rumours of her 
plight, but her parents 
refused to let them in, foe 
report said. 




DALLAS (AP) — A 
Nigerian immi grant was 
convicted Wednesday of 
sexual abuse after he admit- 
ted fathering a baby with his 
16-year-old stepdaughter, 
saying he signed a contract 
with foe girl’s mother before 
they married providing for 
foe girl to bear a child with 
him Chris AhamefuJe 
Iheduru, 45, testified 
Tuesday that it’s not illegal 
in his native country to have 
sex with a juvenile and that 
he didn’t know it was illegal 
in foe United States. Juror* 
Wednesday took only 15 
minutes to convict XhednffU 
of sexual assault on a child. 
He could receive from two 
w 20 years in prison, and 
also could be deported. 
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